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ment Aſſembled. 


| | 4 4 H E Corraption of Our Stage, moſt 


| Noble Senatots, is ſo very Palpable 
5 aud Notorious, that the Authors 
themſelves who Live by it, and have 
lately writ in Defence of it, are forc'd tg a- 
knowledge it wants a Reformation ® —-* *Pref.to 
th when fg iy; - agar __ / 916 DAR 
ft nds upon his own ence, and refuſes to ac. Detence of 
3h bo a that the Plays of his Writing con- yanatick 
$4in auy thing Culpable or Blame-worthy. - Uſefulneſs 
: All of them write in Defence of the Stage, ** ti 


| | and ſome of them plead, the Ulefulneſs: and Stage, Ofc. 


Abſolute Neceſhty of it , at. the Expence of 

the Honour and Credit of the Nation, whom 

they Charge as the moſt Splenetick and Rebel- ; 

lious Peoplein Europe Þ 3. and that they ſtand Te Hops 

in need of the Drama, as a Sovereign Preſer- fulneſs of 

vative againſt the Miſchievous Effects of that the Stage. 
er. 


| dt Tow Feet therefore, moſt Noble Senators, 
i the following Sheets are humbly laid, as. con- 


tainng, (amongſt, other things) a Vindication 


.of.. the. Brave and Generous People whom 
'Þ You-Repreſegt, fron: that Foul Slander: and 
| Charging the Guilt wr the True Criminals, 


who 


ub pan Ingy! a jr any 
which.wicked 'Deſign, tbe. . oy: 3a th ny a 
litthe Contributed, ©. 

The Bleeding Moral: of thii Gillant Nib;on, 
are paſt the Cure of all Quack:pretenders 3 It 
3 His Majefty and Your onoprs #lone, .who 
ave capable of upplying the Sovereign Remedy, 
by obhiging Magiſtrates and Minifters 40; Jper- 
form their Duty, or enabling” them to do it by 

+ New- Laws; if thoſe 'we- bave already be uot 
ſufficient. Oiir Gracious Sovereign hath not 
only rejcned us froni Popery\and Tyranny ;-but 
Out of his Fatherly Care, to prevent our future 
' Dahger, - hath again and again recommended it 
' zo His People to take Effeftual Mothods for the 
Suppreſling of Prophaneneſsand Immorality, 
which the Enemies of our Religion #1 Liberty 
mhade- uſe of, ' as the moſt ſuceef fav Engiues bo 
Ruzne both. 

 - The Author of this Treatiſe has endeavour 4 
zo prove, That the Corruption of- the Stage 
is in a great meaſure owing tothe Method 
of Educating our Youth-1n Schools z- from 
whence the Infeftion ſpreads into the Univer 
fities and Pulpits ; 4nd baving been Encou- 
raged by the late Reigns and part of the Clergy 
_ at laſt prov'd ſo fatal to: the Manners « 

the? -ople, #hat the Stage ts become a 4 ar 
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homes Aﬀembled aero; TY 
I the Merits of the preſent eals » be 
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Your Hands, 15 Submitted (ar Fs fit it ſbouk 


; Your Great Wiſdom. 


*Þn the followmg Treatiſe, there's the Ops 

of the Jewiſh and' Chriſtian Church, "of Fn 
Greateſt of | the Heathen Philoſophers" 
Poets, of the Heathen, Greek and" Roman 
Stare, ' of the firſt Chriſtian Emperours,' 9%. 
and of Our Engliſh State, againſt the Theatre 
fairly exhibited - But ſeeing the Defenders of 
the Play-houſe argue the Ulefulneſs: of , it to 
the Englifh Nation in general,and to the pi 

ſent Government in particular, it :s reaſonable 


the” Appeal ſhould ' be to Qur Honourable Re- 


preſentatives, and that the Arguments'proand 
con ſhould be Jaid before them, not doubting ( if 
they think fit at all to take it intoConfideration) 
but they willgive a True and Righteous Judg- 
ment inthe Matter. 

''t is not in England glove, where the Law- 
fulneſs or Hulaxfulneſs of the Stage, and the 


dm ality and Profaneneſs of it, is the preſent 


jet of ''Controverſie. . But in France 


"2 italy, tzy at Rome 7 ſelf, where as well s 


at Paris," 'the Stage has of late, as dll the 


1 Publick Intelligentes inform us, recero'd a Check, 


tho' 
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tho the Prefacer to the Play call 6 


tent Fathers, The Hononr of our Nation and 


Mo would therefore ſeem to require, that. 
our Theatres ſhould come under Examination, - 


as well. as theirs ;, bat the Time whe1, and the 
Method how, maſt be left to the Wiſdom of the 
Kzng and Parliament to determene. 

'In the mean time it were to be wiſhed that ous 
Engliſh Ladies and Gentlewomen,. whoſe En- 
couragement and Preſence is the moſt powerful 
Argument ( after all ) for the Defence of the 
Stage(and by whoſe abſenting themſelves it muſ 
fall Courſe without Law or Statute) would bs 


pleaſed #0 conſider, © That. the wiſe Roman Se- 


* nate approv'd the Divorce which Sempronius 


<Sophus gave to his Wife for uo other Reaſon, 
© but that jbe reſorted to the Cirques aud Play- 


<houſes without his Conſent ; the very ſight of 
© which might make ber an Adultreſs, ard: cauſe 

"i Fake C lo S - with , 7 
Max. !. 6+© Emperor Juſtinian made the following Gonſit- 
ES TY fy, 2 tha a Man might lawfully _ away 
* bis Wife, if ſbe reſort to Cirques, to Play- 
©houſes or Stage-Plays without bus Privity. aud 
. © Conſent, becauſe her Chaſtity might thereby be 

| N74 endangered}. _ m 

_* Tit. 17. De If Our Stage then be ſo much Corrupted as its 
' Fepud. & Advocates themſelves are forc'd to confeſs, its 
& 117, influence.upon the Morals of the Audience 
muſt needs be dangerous, and therefore its 


| form'd as not to fall under the Genſure of the An- 


efile his Bed*. And the Chriftian | 


hop'd our Engliſh Senators will. he as carefai of | 


The ie Epiſtle — 


the Chaſtity of #be Engliſh Ladies, as fr 

tient Roman Senators were of theirs, and that 

our Engliſh Women , mboſe Beauty i, 

where admir'd,-.will readily Conſent to any-thi 

that may preſerve their wy, ney t00 front 
; being ſo wad as (On 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


H E-Heads treated on in this Book don't 
3 follow in'the ſame order 'as they ate" ſer 
down in the. Title Page, becauſe the Author was 
'oblig'd to-takethem as they occur'd in the Books, 
char he aniwers z/- but all of thern may eaſily bo 
found out *by the Runnin ek 
"The Reader.is alſo defir'd to take Notice, ther 
the Author, ;defigned ar firſt,' only. to have Wj 
againſt teachitg the Heathen Poets in$ chools, with- 
Diet eXPungitt ng RY hoje Paſſages that have a rendency 
20 promote Uncleanneſs,and thatis the Reaſon. why 
notgin but. the Schools 1 is. mentioned i in the In- 
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FFLHE: Changeablentts of” this World; with Reſpet'to 


:Nations, Families, and particular Perſons; -with/ a 
| prattical Application thereof, to the various Conditions of 
+. this Mortal Life. By: ge s;M;A; p15. 
wy R. Oughtred's Key of way ro Tranſla- 
; ; ted, with Notehs, ndring it Eafie, and 
A ſolely nec | 
Military — 

Mr. E. Halley, ny; of the pac, 
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; ey pore, or to tell us that it Rains in- at 
;vhen an Inundarion comes, in at 
Nindows. © - 
pro nar 9p be fit to.write for the Stage, 
that hath not'firſt been at School ; and if we be 
inftraQted there in Plays and 'Romances, :its but 
| natural we 1hould chink our. ſelves good Profi- 
cients,. and. that we have in 4 great meaſure an- 
Twered+the End : of our Education,. when-we can 
oblige the. World with thoſe of our own: Com- 
= - the peas; Dgy of 
vid, : Terence, Plauttis, &c. ought con- - 
mendable Patterns, fit to be p ut into the hands of 
DP and by them rr, lg Nouriſh: 
gn; hy a not the Harveſt anfiver the 
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<5 '/hope fom time or other 'to!bear him coriry 
pany M.the:Calendar'? 1: { 
woſooies dir. Prov for hs Cn Dink 
te 747 TO 0s | 
oe thoſe for Schiſmaticks who: wow fr s /; 
Comply with Lazd's'Book of Sports and Paſtinies 
on Sus, whereof Madks d Opera's Cour 
led>the. Van, why ſhould -  penathe Mitel 
"Hzunting of Plays be reckon'd gemaine Marks of = 
a ttwe'Sot' of the Chutch, :andithe contraty:eheſs 
_ Badpyof-one thar is to rar 5 as'n i: 
certain Clergy-miat: thought! 0 EX it inx0-W 
_ Hation'to'K. Willa becauſe of bis rr fi frquent, 7 


bow ay-houſe, / .*- 
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IE. we cont. 
A res an echungng of Ts 
; wavoncof f..the- chief Expedients of xy 
mpg to: put. Cardinal, arias; 
xecution, which was. to debauch the 
9 the berter Introducing. of Po- 
od Ea - MTD thoſe who FP. | 
ey * tor. his Nomwrancy for his, 
) HE 4; Perſwaſive. to irons his : :Dranarich 
PEP. Six William Perkins and Sir poetry.” __ 
burn, oughr| not.to. be aygry p- 30, 37s - 


wich 2 FF Ga og Th writing. againft rhe Stage. 


wa Chechen, had dune their Duty as 
Sad i Collier has. done his, - in- this Matter, 
y had never by < ſuffered in the Nation, 
nor 
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uch- ph 
Ro nr deg &d in the- Play 


Ser |the DoArines of the: = 
with the of the Stage, and their foi 
of Ns Plays for refining their Stile: | 


-man Ca4u- propoſe to himſelf 
| ele E in Reading Plays, but tltat 
Mir. Colter has excellent] vents ro wit, he! 
expoling their Immoratity and Proftoegbliant to. 
ditcover their Failure-in-their nded 
Tt is- altogether unſufferable to hear'a fort 

of young © Divines, Regale our Ears” from the 
Pulpit, with the Rhetorick' of a Play; while-at: 
the fare tinge thoy Treat the Phraſe of the Scrip-' 
ture, and the La of of Antient and*Learned' 
Divines as Unintellii le' Cant , and yet'thatthis: 
hath -been,” and is' ftit' too common. amonegft' 
fome of our Clergy-men, {cannot be- denied ; 
- So long as thoſe Writings of Parkers and 'othe 
which call- the New Birth a Fanta ical. | 
or thoſe Sermons which treat the St. 
Auſtin, Cavin and Bezz, nay, and of the DE 
of the Church -of England too, as 
 havean Exiltence. 

- Mr.' Collier and others" may write Volumes 
againſt the Stage - as long AS ro pleaſe, Ns they 
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" "06 APE by the ba 
will It Gd fe to Title ſe,whilſt the Plays are ff 
much'read-and inco incouragd by the Cle And by” em > _./- - 
| to the People. If the of 
the Play be thought fit to be fone oe of} 
asS'an ntto Se, the Hearers will be 
apr ro conclude that the S cage is not ſo Criminal 
a-Thing as-ſorme Men would have it accounted. 
And "freeing Mr. Collier has been' *fo | mich 
rd'for laſhing 'the' Poets. and the Stage, 
e's no reaſon to think that it ſhould be taken 
hrs in another, to cenſure the vanity of ſich of 
the Clergy 'as write Plays or Preach in that 
| ry cor the Dang wy Petr ogg 
7 | 
taken due care to aft their Audi- 
Re in tra; 4 tter at CHER ATR nnces would 
never have been ſo numerous at' the S EO 
why ſhould Tthink there*sany hurt in the 
when I ſee thar its ordinary for our Glkines yy 2 
Saturday to prepare themſelves by a Play tor 
Heatinga Sermon on Sunday : Nay, ſometimes it 
may” be for the Sacrament.” And yet the Parſon 
hath not the Courage or H to reprove it ; 
bur perhaps chuſes it as*the moſt proper way to 
recommend himſelfto the Applauſe of his Hearers, 
to _ his Preachment in” the ftileof a Come- 
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* 'But that (thoſe flanting Preachers may have no 
occafion to ſay that- Fam atone in'this Marter, 
I thall pray them to conſider the * following Au- 

B 3 thorities, 


Me Eb 


& 
+ De Vitat 
Contemp. 
lib.3.cap.6.* 
fol. 105. 


on in fe 
rl for. , 


a 


Ns OM af agaln It 


IE wha 4 Me 


4 


| Wo NIP 


A 
+ Epift, Lt. Us ARE 
Epiſt. 62,63 


* Cap. 16. De 


| CL H 
Women NA 


— 


The $1 tips * ths an, 
- #to#ly loft; "tha Preachers bring; puffed with 
| 222: each their-own Notions. The extal 
the” Learning ” the Heathen Philofophers, © aud 
thereby- the Sumnſwae of ChriftranWWy/dom: 
| FEE now moſt of the Schools; where Proinity,wvas = 
"RON targht;. are fd 43h Aarnars; kidions, 

Ks : t C: Pres- 
A___ HApplayſe, an Arty. to 
gratifie the Bars of their Anditors with Ormet 
* and: 'Polnte Dower, But true Sermons are bet- 

ter thanthoſe that are Elegant. And lot' thoſe 
" Bloguent Dodfors ther aur Saviour. ſays of | 
them, In vain: do. ye: Worthip-me, teaching - for 
Dodxines:the Commandments of Men. . _--- 
-Te condlude this Point with the Authority 

nfs 'the Apaſtle St. Payl-t; he commends- his # 1 Cor. 2. 
own Sermons becauſe hisSpeech and his Preaching 4* 
alias wot with enticing Words of Mans Wiſdom, but 
FT res rs of the Spirit.and of Power , yet 
- this great/Apoſile* of. the-Gentiles was brought up 

_ he Foes of -Gamaliel; andhad more. humane 
on yan 20. of - our fluttering Deftors. 


is rot-my defign to cry down Eloquence-in a 
| Preacher,” nor to commend-43 Tough way of Ex- -. 
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E Jrkan trom ohoNglpie Eloquence is. the Gift of 
# and commended in the Preacher- s' Hos,; 
7} but at'the fame-time we are told, That he! was | 
- in the- on yn aud raught diligently tbe - 
7 ty roof thei be f Atts 19 | 
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| "Bur ir isan intolerable AﬀeQtation of Novelty» : 
when'a New Word or | 2 it 'Phraſe is- no! 

ſooner publiſhed in a Play . but we? 

ſhall the next Sundiy after foro "the Pul- ” 

pit. This is fo far from holding faſt rhe Form of ! 

* 2 Tim. 1. found Words.as St. Paul 0 in Bkig, be\ 
13-1s rather the ane and , Vain | 


n the place, ſays 1 an rnnins & pre. 
"> Aint Simulatq; Doftores ita'inflant ſuas ti- 
bias ad gy _ vention ar way A _ ; 


Iris caic matter © $0-GaOt25 many Ser-" 
mons., guilty of theſe Vanities, as'Mr. Collier has"; 
_ Plays guilry of abuſing ; bur-for ® 

us Keaſons T forbear it.” Theonly cauſe why TI ' 
mention it.is to ſhew thar it isnor the Poets alone, ': 
rhar ſupport the Credit of theStage and that what * 
is Crim it in 2-Poet; is ten times worſe in a 
Prieſt; and therefore they ougur norto pals with- © 
our'a Reproof. - FL 

-** It's known, there are many god godl Perſons 
5mon gftour C terpy." who 

| and op] afreng. © Meoragh rey Morea} 
| ty' Negle& ſomewhere, aid "the World 
will hardly+ be perſwaded that our Church of. 
- Exglandis unanimous in this Matter, #i/e it were © 
ecofſie for them, who' —_ King James out of wy 
Throne, to overturn the Stage. - © 

-- i Ir"rs nor to be ſpoled hr the King and P, = | 
hioment would deny the Clergy ſuch a wr 7 
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"Y think;; becauſe. of the Deference ave7 ape the 
y (ng 3 che to the Memory. of - Prela 
Þ and of his King Charles I, whom he help? 
- "JN to: miſlead. In thoſe Times, as Mr. Prin ac- 
= ts us in his Hiſtr:omaſtix, none were accoun- 
'ÞY ted Enemies to the Play-houſe but: Puritans .and 
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;N anditisnot unlike. BE wary Leſs thinking 
oY comes, ae tnieg enting ro gondema cle Fo 
A as toCo Lo or 
N which: King Char/es. I. and Archbiſhop 
--& teftified ſo- much Paſſion ; but theſe 2p How 
'N would do well toremember, That rhe Defence of 
"NY 7be Stage was never ſo much the Charafteriſtick of 
Nl their Charch, as was the Deine Paſfrove Obe- 
| diene and ſeeing the Majority of them bave re- 
h d that.tbey are Ley the more to blame 


Jor: ill adbering to this. 


41F a: Petition of the Londoners had. fo much 
Influence on Queen Elizabeth, as to get the Bla 
houſes fi d,- and if the Stage ma expeſy 
= _ Ifpalr of To _— lame 
; no —_— 0 __ _—_— e 
| Br 


ores ms oncernd zo flir in it m—_ 
it would appear by My. Collier's third 


Gai 7, Ofthe the Cen a aulea by the Stage, "he 


Ca A 
*: 


ths Theor mark = Naſares: wi 
(27-24: SILORL P # FLIF Me worA} 
It is Ig from what has beew a 
oy; thatthe! Ctoigy-are ellagpablonrichth 


but Lavdend't theothert 


fin .wers = benrenes 
ppt nrey k of Sports an LN | 
_ os their Clergy, to- be read/tothe Feigle og 
ies ndays, are oh was-a fair-ftep towards convert 
the Churches of the Natigninto Play gals? 
:Phis great Example did ſo:much incourage the 
Stage, at Mr. Prig-rells us'\in{his- Book befort- 
mentioned, in"two. Years time thers-were _—_ 
40000 Play-1 -Books printed 5 my ney 
vendible than iths'- | Sermons: Grew © | 
fiom -Quarto's 'to Folios; "were printed: 
Dy berer Paper than indy of the:QQtavo''of 
Quarto Bibſes,.and were/more” 'Sheablodhan they 
ER "es its 


eros; Ti: mhikcbougha rapch more 
us C Neca ny of as being 90 
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Ay in the Commiltaries.; nw 
where. he made a Prayer on the El .chole the 
"Wards, ..4Zc- 10. 14. 1. haue. never eaten anything 
that is common or unclean, for his Text; preached 
| obs upou{it, arid jeſted to the ſhame and 
np that —_ him. - In that ſame 


mplains thayin, private 1as well as in 
tas compli) ge on reſented Miniſters 


C and. nd _ t the Sacred 
mn AION AY: tt.on * Stage; Con- 
io ——_— of 3. Zac.Cap. FLEE. 
ſfune Author: telts us : iſs y : 


fr oy 25. did avowedly 
weulnefs of- mix'd- Dancin -at 


: 700. ne us.of thre Do, 
inty,.viz, Dr.:Gages, Dr. Gentiles. and Dr. 
7 Cale, rio ane, in "Defence of Stage-plays. And 
| Page. 979. he infinuates, that diverſe of the Clergy 


wt 
Ie 
5 
I 
Pe 
d 
F- 
1 


» 


Aﬀrriiens” 'And' thus in the Ned Lacks 
were {et up atCourton Sundays, by His Heſti S 
Authority, while at the fame time Lavd and; 
his Fattion forbad Preaching a on hen nee! 
, and thar the ora ge ef her : 


EDEN \"he Book of Spr ts and 
ned by the Biſho w_ be read: 
per baterho: their Inferior Clexy on puin 


of Deprivation. 
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Th Stage Encouraged” b King Charles = 
| | Sundays MASKS. | 


Bug an Account of the Mask: that was. 
Majeſty at fararony in 1637. -0n 
=- Sunday after Twelfth- "Emtitaled, 4 


BRITANNIA FRItT MPHANs 


by Inigo Fones $ Fir Mags Sear | 
and | Tilies Davenent Her | [dljeſigs event, o_ : 
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—__ 
I Five row opdrod 4 "ue oBae nip wi 
te Tone which was performed in two 


nes for this Mask were propaney. 
Noe qa can ſay but ' theſe were Reaſons becom- 
Martyr ? and that this was a frugal way of 


Hemting tis his Treaſure, when at the "3 OR af 
Money from his SubjeQts in a Tome 
manner by Ship-money, Loans, &c. 


' We? come now to the SubjeQt of the Mask. 


+ L/8 Aidnaudcler, the Glory of the Weſtern World, 
© harh by his Wiſdoin, Valour and Piety, not only 
ff <vindicared his own, bur far diſtant Seas infeſted 
4 Fd erg and reduced” the Land by his Ex- 

[. * ample toa real knowledge of all good Arts.and 


2 is "Theſe Eminenr Afts Be/ler bor in a 
| * wiſe Pity, willingly would preſerve. from de- 
ime , and therefore to'make them laſt 


© to our Poſterity, ives- a command to Fame, 
*who hath already d them abroad) that: ſhe 
*ſhould now at home (if there can be ro Meng 
*cioul " inſerifible) awake them from _ thei 
d Sleep, that even they, with the yet 
increaſing Number © the Good and yal, 
« may. murually admire and rejoyce in Our hap- 


| - This makes it evident enough, that the ſubject = 
was K: Charles himſelf, who had gained ſome ad- 
' vantage 
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« part of which wore ths - al 

< Order, w were e Captives 

C: poany in Neettes ; 46 the 11 

© a Woman 1n, a Wake -Drapery,. | hey 
— bw] 'off tif, "Head 4.C| | Corone | 
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£ of Toi, poet ernmmtnh, oe orhing:! our. 
'of t I Vc within _—_ : of al? 
yer, wi this Ct Mad: {qui __ pro-' - 


pda $2 forum Garry watts; - 
E 
ark 'df nas hich os 
igfeat Knots: m-dhe; Cotmners, + 

Sn Foulds an-the fades) ob: the Pilaticrs 

" WS ie {76 4 offr 226i: 
LY -*A Currin th JifOovrirod the firſt Brene, 
wy ior Sas the old //aind 
&F-ncwet Forms, interhixt with! Trees]: :and;b tas 
Lo, ia. proſper '6f London and and the: River" of 
|-6erimnch for the fompiot) FE Rae Shonmn, 
SITE Man who has: the teaſt ſenſe of Ret 
igioc a jodge, cpm rpm — ur ers 45 


[ Ty frogs cutles 
pPeobians aj a priſh, ' 3nd! was by. coille; 
« => th I) nbecoming-. Exerciſe for a Saby - 


Thoughts 
| ughout-the whole day; : 
1 reflions {rot any Sermons, 
1 ym hays hear in the $ormerpatrof ©. 1: 't 


230! Bux vie cops mow 2 the Operait lf 


By | 
a diffeterir parts of che Sccmn cmd: Alon 
bf ure. 'Atona Young Man in a rich 
| Fr own to his Knees, with a large'Guard - 
2 © of Purple aboutthe Skirt, wherein was written 
'F © with Silyer Lerters Medio zutiffima ; on his 
FJ © Head a Garland of Lawrel, and in one Hand a 
* branch of Willow. Impoſture came'in a Fror 
of — 


to-usin ſuch 2 Hat-and Ruff, an 
3 Beard formal tothe umolt: and the 
| with Collar-Ba 0 


NX £ 


-" ion comptiſt, and Ifippoſe tis Nw 

mm becauſe he muſt be thought ' to-pral 
ther wa. Crime; for | | 
7 for he Ew fr to ghve bien | ts du 


I 
upon ure wich an A Ad 
4s follows, - 
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| all of Truth , 
1. w——— Thou art ſo uſcleſ to the World 
+ That thouart impudent when thou doſt ſhare 
wy © What is moſt cheap, and common'unto all 
wn <The Air, and Light; I do beſeech thee my 
elf < Fine, falſe Artificer, hide both thy Faces 
© (For thou art double ev where) ſteal hence 
TU take care, thou ſhalt no more be miſs'd 


& Than Shadows are ar Night 


_* Conſidering how our Poets! dref#d. Impoſture, 
as before oblerv'd, rhe Scope of this goin 
enough, to! perſiwade the Spetators of Quality, 
that ſuch Perſons as blamed and oppoſed thots 
Sunday-Revels (and that was the beſt of the 'Bi- 
wops,: Benefic'd Clergy, and People, as well as 
the 7 Diſſenters, who were then but few) 
tid not deſerve to live in the Nation ; and 
that thoſgggho would,not comply with the Book 
of. Sports, and other Innovations then on foot, 
fro juſtly profecuned as Hypocrites and Impo- 


©: Impoſture Anſivers ar firſt, with - diſdain and 
concern of this Rant; —— and — | 


ba I hide my ſelf? 190 

©ThoReafon ſhall be ſtrong that muſt perſivade 

* Me under Ground : The Badger loves his Hole, 

C *Yet i is.notſo baſhful, but dares look out | 

| ſhew himſelf, when there is Prey abroad. 

F ſinile at thee (the graver way of ſcorn) 

at ſhould I laugh] tear *twold make thee think 
Thy pane ſomewhat-in't of wit. _ 


CM - Then 


Dn x6 
1 M 


;* And almoſt ſafeſt to couſen all, when at” 
C Delight ſtill ro be confer'd. 


bnpoſture, when he brings him in attacking the ; 


kind. - Tmpoſtors are more cunning than to'dof0; 


Impoftor, 'when he appears thus in by props 


Nig oh -afous Scepticks did 
© ReMlity inevery thin r every ti 
© And woo the  Exflng it a 


« : 
yp Fx tndog 2 Y 
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> bx: EEE of that Fog inwardl 
© They but"deride, and w Bore: Queſtions 
(t0 themfſely 5 
© Which way it comes. 
And after. 
© That univerſally ſhall take which moſt 
: - doth pleaſe= : 
Is it not fit 


Here the Poet explains Om I FED, 


Epiſcopal Di and would perſnade the: Au- 
x rag that pM for Anarchy too; {6 _ the 
Conftable fhall not eſcape#his laſh, though - he 
moves in the very loweſt Orb of Civil Authority. 
This was calcutated for the then Meridian of 
Lambeth, to repreſent thoſe that were agaMt 
Arch-biſhop Laud's Prid= and Tnnbvations in the 
Church, as Enemies tikewile'to the State"; 1 

Bur, 'by the Poets leave, he makes his Impoſture 
ſpeak quite out of Charadter, when he bringshim 
to a1 open Proftefiron of - his deſign ro chear Man- 


they put on” Sheeps Cloathing, though they be 
inwardly Ravening Wotves 'D that he ſhould 
rather have called Him a profeſſed Atherfl , than an 


Colours, and that to by prey Enemy to0. 


Afton 


Sed, wert th to preach 
4 IN ft RE mag 


I over-praQtis'd Uſurers: 
Fate 4m not ſo little care of thoſe 


or whom itdoth \-ar1=day the Elements : 
o That fa is chief within us ſhould be'quite 

d, as.if we. were only born to aim 
* te here, like Children in their firft 


te of ufing Lees, to run at fight .* 
Bubbles, Ne leap at noiſe of Bells. 


© Here's a jerk at the Citizens whom the Court | 
fone thus in thoſe Degd.! and a _ at 
| Original _ —_ tion : by Na- 

turez'4a Þ nodes Tao th Head of the 


Ghanth, © wa = Ton her DoRtine: "hl more 


of this Anon. 


Impoſture Anſwers, 


« Even to believ't, and in their chieftſt growth 
* They follow but my Grandfire Mahomets 
* Divinity, who doth allow the good a handſom 


(Girl 
"On Earth, the Valiant two inparadife. 


" Hao again: Iapoſture talks out of Charater,- 
when he-owns his laſcivious Principles,buta little 
Amour muſt be pulld.in by Head and Shoulders, 
| Wo: better to edifice the young: Gallants after 
rmon.: 


Aion upbraids Impoſture in his Reply, thus, 


© Thou art ſo-read in humane Appetites, 
: - That were the Devil-licenc'd to aflime 


C-2 


*A Body, thou «might be his Oak, yet know | L | 
. are ſore few: amongſt. Men * * 
, Fara our quan Vony is ere&t, look u RO: 

© To face the Stars, and fancy nobler. 
© Than: you allow, not down-ward 


« Like Beaſts to, meditate on: Path, oY ne 
Beneath their Feet. 


Here  Afjo# becothes a ſtout is for 
Vertue to infinuate to the SpeQarors, that it was. 


lodg'd at Court, and not amongſt its: :Oppolers. 


 Inpoſture Anſwers, with a ſevere ſcoff upon ny 
Caray,” | Z | 
+ «And nn Aiperea, forthey will hardly 
hs < And muc or they meet 
J | . ©-In Councils xd i in Synods to enaQt ; 
7 < Their Dotrine by Conſent; That the next As 
E » < May ſay rhey parted Friends. oof | | 
I | To which Aon Anfoas 
EE Tis poſſible | 
| Leſs you ſteal i = amongſt them to diſturb | 
WES; © Their Peace, diſguis'd in a Canonick Weed, 
x © Nor are theſe tk that by their Reaſons fret: 
< And rigid Diſciplins, muſt frigh Eqpi Court _ 
« Philoſophers from their belic 
© A Tyrannous intent to Heav'nly PE 
© And thattheir Tyranny alone did Point 
* At Men, as if the Faun and Kid were made 
< To trisk and caper out their time, and it. 
© Were fin in us to dange, the Nightingale 
* To fing her Tragick Tales of Love, and ws 
' *©To recieate ourdelves with groans, as if. © -: 
: All Perfumes for the Iyer were ordain'd I - 
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King Chatles L:Sundays Mazk: + 
© Cauſe he excels-in Scent : Colours and gawdy 
E232» ere wrt; ( TinQures for 
*The Eaftern Birds, whilſt all our Ornament - 


| *Ar6Ruſfer Robes, like melancholy Monks, 


> Now Aion has got his Rantout; here's whole 
*Peals of Ordnance and Chain-ſhot, againſt thoſe 
that adherd to the Dottrine of the Church of 
Ergland, againſt Laud*s Arminianiſm : The charge 
is no lefs,- than- that they are Enemies to the 
Church, and accuſe God of Ty towards 
Men. Whilſt Birds and Beaſts frisk and flutter. 
about in their gawdy Furs and Feathers, we poor 
'Mortals dre culled ty Mourning, Reperitance and 
. Humiliation ,; a fort of Do&tine the Stage- will 
have nothing to do with, except it be to ridicule 


- It, But here's not one word all this while, that 


Man hath finn'd,” and therefore mult ſorrow be-. 
Fore he can lay any ſolid Claim: to-be a ſharer in 
Joy. That was none of the Poets buſineſs ; he was 
to preach up Mirth and Jollity, and to _perſwade 
to it by an unanſwerable Argument. The Beaſts 
and Birds are ſo, and therefore we ſhould be fo 
too. Then at the Conclufion, comes the old 
falſe Charge againſt Seriouſneſs in Religion. It 
deprives us of all the Comforts of Lite ; and 
condemns us to Rags and Melancholy. ; enoughti to 
make theGallants of the Audience out of Love 
with it for all their Days, and to ridicule Clergy- 
men of all Torts ; a proper Work for the Even- 


ing 6f the Sabbath. 


The next Entertainment is Mer/in/the Prophe. 
tick Magician, brought upon the Stage by I»- 
Poſtures means, to conjure up from Hell the great 
Sediicers- of the Nation, and upon Mer/ins \tri- 
king the Air with his Rod. © The whole Scene, 
* ſays our Poet, was transformed into an horrid 
el, from theSubugbsof which, enter the ie- 

Antimasks, SY I. Entry. 


| Kip Chatles 1. 1. Sundays Ma 
| I ws. 
of Mock-Mufick of 5 Perſons. | 
«< One witha Viol, the reſt with 
© Taher an gies | 
© Knackers Bells, 
.- * Tongs and Key, | 
: Gridiron and Shooing: -Horn. 


II. Entry. 


* A Ballad-inger Lwvith their Auditory. 
< His Companion LL. 

< APorter laden 

© A Vintner's Boy 

© A KitchinMaid with a Hand basket. 

© A Saylor. | 


--4TL "EE 


© A Crier of Mouſe. traps bearing the Enginesb& 
© A Sellerof Tinder- Bows) longing to their Trades, 
<A Maſter of 
©'Two Baboons and 
* An Ape. | 


TV. Emty. 


; A Mountebank in the Habitof a Grave Dottor | 
A tl in > their Men . Fee 


© An old Sone Chair-woman 


* Two pale Wenches  prefenti their Urinats, 
F (and he diftriburing his 
"Printed Receipts ur of u Budget | 
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__V. Envy. 
* Four old faſhiowd Paraſitical Courtiers. 
V4. Emmy. - 
-< Of RebelliousLeaders in War - 
© Cade 
© Kert | 


* Jack Straw an 
* Their Soldiers. 


One can hardly imagine what was the defign 
of this piece of Foolery, except it were to turn 
Hell into Ridicule, by fach a Repreſentation of 
its Inhabitants, or to be a pattern for the _— 
and Paſtimes that were enjoyn'd upon the Coun- 
try for Sundays, by His Majeſties Declaration : 
But let any Man judge, whether ſuch a Paltry 
Opera as this, was becoming the Majeſty of a 


'"] Court on any day, or let King Charles 1. his Ad- 
. | mvicers, give us an inſtance if they can, that ever 
Js 


any Martyr imployed themſelves thus betore ona t 
Sunday. | | 


-* After this, Hell ( fays our Poet ) ſuddenly 
* vanithes, and there appears a vaſt. Forreſt, in 
 *which' ſtood part ef an old Caſtte, kept by a 
*Giant: -Who by his CharaQter, one © of thoſe . 
| 11 Gai/d-hall, was not big enough to be his Page. 
He is deſcribed thus, 


_ - © Thisday (aday asfair as heart could wiſh) 
 . © This Giant ſtood on ſhore of Sea to Fiſh; 
: * For Angling-Rod he'took a ſturdy Oak, 
_ *ForLine a ar Dong in ſtorm ne're w___ 
FI | 4 c 1; 


et at Ei EI, 
COLORS EE "Sik 
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24 Ang Charles] SundaysMaok, F 
; « His Hook was ſuch'as heads the-end of Pole Y- 
_< To pluck down Houſe ere - Fire — E 

. © His: Hook was baited: with'- a Dragons Tail 

- © And then on Rock he ſtood to bob for Whale M* 

_ '*Which ſtraight hg caught and- a homell* 

ES $5.8 Be 1d pack© 

*<With ten Cart-load of Dinner on-his back. FF 


Had I been worthy to have adviſed thePoer, hg 
ſhould have ſay'd himſelf the labour of this witty 
Compolure. The Story of Gara Gantza or Don 
2uixot,, would have beerr as diverting ſure as this, 
and equally. fir-for a Digeſtion after Sermon on 
Sunday. + 7:4 | EL. il 

The reſt T11 venture briefly.tq tell in Proſe, 
for the Verſe is not (in my Opinion) very char- 
ming.' . — The Grunt 'in his way bome ſpied «| 
Knight anda Lady under a Hedge, within bis Pur- 
lieus, and laying down bis Whale goes toward them 
in great fury ſpurning up Trees .by the Roots as: 
he went ;, a»ks the Knight how. he and bis Damſcl 
durft come thither* demands the Lady to be his 
Cook to dreſs his Whale, and threatens to beat out- 
the Knights Brains with an Oaken Tree, if be re+ 
fuſed ber. The Lady made an Apology, That they 
. came thither only to gather Sloes and Bullies —— ff 
The Knight takes him up ſbarply for offering ſuch 
' a Diſgrace to bis Lady ; and at laſt by Merlin's' 
« Art, the Scuffle was turned into Fantaſtick Muſick; 
and a Dance. 55:4" 

I paſs over: the reſt of this -impertinent Stuff,” 
and leave Merl to retire to his Stygian Shade! 
a while ; tho' I think he-could ſcarcely be en / 
tertained there with greater Works of Darkneſs, 
than. thoſe that were. then aQted at Whutehall. © . 

[. Merlin and Impoſizre being . gove' of ] 
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leY--* In the further part of the Scene, the Earth 
UF. oper''d, / and there -roſe _—_ richly ' adorned Pal- 
oil © lace Z ſeeming all of Id{miths-work, with 


ail Porticos Vaulted, on Pillaſters of Ruſtick Work, 
le M* their Baſes and Capitels of Gold, in the midſt 


met< was- the principal Entrance, 'and a Gate ; The 
ack Doors Leaves with Figures of Baſſe Releeve, 
MH with Jambs and Frontifpiece all: of Gold ; Aboye 
-W theſe ran an Architrave Freeſe, and Coroness of 
hel©the ſame; the Freeſe enrich'd with Jewels: 
ttyM* This bore up a Belleſirata, in the midſt of whi 
YnE*. upon an high Tower with many Windows, ft 
is FAME, in a Carnation-Garment trim'd 
on with Gold, with white Wings and flaxen Hair ; 

'W in one Hand' a Golden, Trumpet, and in the 
ſa other an Olive Garland. | 
ar-M -*< In the lower part, leaning on the Rail of the 
{ oF Ballaſters were two Perſons ; that on the right 
rr Hand perſonating Arms with a Curace and 
= plum'd Helm, and a broken Lance in his Hand. 
ar *On the lett Hand a Woman in a Watcher 
cI'F Robe trim'd with Silver, on her Head -a Bend, 
; F with little Wings like thoſe.of Mercury, and a 
FF Scrout of Parchment in her Hand, repreſenting 
+ WM Scrence. | | 
y MH © When this Pallace was arriv'd to the hight, 
-.F the whole Scene was chang'd into a Peri/tilnm - 
þ FF of two Orders, Dorick and Fomch, with their 
's I ſeveral Ornaments ſeeming of white Marble, 
"i the Baſes and Capitels of Gold. This joining. 
with the former. having ſo many Returns, Open- 
ings and Windows, might well be known for 
the Glorious Pallace of 'Fome. 

A Very odd Medley to aflign one part of the - 
ord*s Day to his own Worſhip, and another for 
e Repreſentation of an Heathen Goddeſs. ! This 
45 not the praQtiſe of the Primitive Martyrs, 


But 


EY 250 ren ROETE 2 RO WY. Te”. a ent dI3 - 2 che TYP CRIED 
% p-"4 , : PSY 4 OE ILATTY das ah "LE TL; F Ts. A had tes ct be ad —_ b ” 
k <V - ” 1? at po [% 4 hen Ee ins & be IR lb ef Fo V be YL w 2 WAGE. Ic 3, 4 £ 
i Li Wo : - p ' : Ex 27 TIT. EOS 55.225 0 
£ x \ Lf 2 
I % 
7.» 
LY », 
. . \ , y 
P 4 - : 
F } , q 
o : « 
. . i \S. 
— of g) 
S o 


IE TOI SOT OT Os TOCPT YC IO PT OST LL So OS OT 
El >, FO Lb ho NE vetY. AS, 58+; y 'r Y FE FE - rr, of 
BOS Ce 6 
3% 245 a ho F 5 ! 
WE: Pre DL p 
F 
> F- 4 
ao. * Kg AIATIC: : 4 Sola 
» 


Bur now we come to the chief Deſign of nl 
K. Ger A ted 
es ocles.as 
< This happy Hour is call'd t0 - oP pi 4 
©Britanocles, and thoſe thatin this Ile 
<The old with Modern Vertes Reconcile: 


The Chorus of POETS, entred in Rich Hab | 
of ſeveral Colours , with pe on thei 
oe gilt, F 

FA M E Sing. 


EY forth thou Treaſure of -our fehe 
© That art the hopeful Morn. of every daf 
< Whoſe fair Example makes the Light, 
* By which Heroick Vertue finds her __ 


IL 
| : Oi akion our call Sercding riſe, | 
© And-ſtrait thoſe miſty Clouds of Error clear, 
< Whichlong have overcaſt our Eyes 
* And Elſe will darkenall this Hemiſphere: 


21. 


Ot. g 


*What to thy power is hard or range, 

- _ not alone org _ the Land, 

© Thy Scepter to. a Trident Change 3 

* And frat unruly Sees thou canit Command! | 


IV. 


r | Howhath thy Wiſdom ney this iſle, 

+ Orthee by what new Title __ call 
© Sinceit were leſihing (ok Saraay 

$ at we ſhould Name thee ature Admiral 


fk 


z V. 

BY Thou Univerſal Wonder, knove | 

"8 We all in' Darkneſs mourn til then appear; 
WM And by thy abſence dulPd may grow, 
_ il To make-a doubr if day were ever here. 


T Was notthis Religioufty 'done x0 convert any 
Fart of the Sabbath, wherem we ought toCele- 
"Seate-the Praiſes of our Great Redeemer ,” ro be 
"MWniſpent in -fuch Fulfom Praiſes: of any Mortal 
Milan? 'and was it not juſt from God (whatever 
Mnay: be faid as ro the foſttuments) that hie-whoſe 
"Power they 1d blaſphemouſly exrol over Sea art 
. Wand, ſhould afterwards find himſelf too Weak 
Mor a Party of his own Subjefts, that he ſhould 
Weceive his firſt Diſconfirure from them ' on 'the 
. Wabbath, which he had ſo hotribly protan'd, and 
We brought to his faral Exit, in that very Pallace 
here he ſuffered God to be To much diſho- 
oured. | 
* Fame having ended her Sohg: The Maſquers 
came forth of the Peri/t#;4m, and ſtood on each 
fide, and at that inſtar the Gate of the 'Pallace 
opened, and Britanocles appeared. | 
The Habit of the Maſquers was doſe Bodies 
of Carnation,  enibrexdeved with Silver, their 
F Arming Sleeves of the fame, about their Waſte 
FW two rows of ſeveral faſhioned Leaves, anUunder 
"FF this their Baſes of white reaching to the middle 
FW of their Thigh z on this 'wis an- under Baſis, 
WM with Labils of Carnarion Embroidered with 
FF Sibrer,-- and detwixe every pain were Puts of 
"F* Silver faſted in Kriors to the Labels : The 
W mats thik Jonyrrockings or uhtpere Oatrarion, 
4 tir longStockings fer upJwere ation, 
W- with white Shoes, nf Rolla ; their _—_— a > 
| © Cutts 
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« Cults made of Purles of Curmork: upd 
© Heads little Carnation Caps embroidered : a1 
* reſt, with a flir ſeveral Eill'of whit , out of 
< « Habie Lech 2 beat, da For. 


BN 

. = Clouds, 4 108 
© ſung amr To in Praiſe *+*E Britengcles.= 

* After which the Maſquers deſcended into © 

* Roomand Danced , which being ended a : 
« Chorus of Modern Poets . by | Meriin' 
* rich Habits make cer Acres to the Q 4 
* thus, 5 | 
| NOurt yes Cong fc diffoly'd TN 


< Though buf to Life by lies might 
* Thy Stock oF Beauty wilt-ſu vpply 
c Enough of Sun fromeither 

*To the gs our fiohs, .: 


- Yot firſt thy oy head ved, 
. *A Cloudo Os. 


© To come between th 
< Our E one hernen hy Rain == ow 


< When fr they. 5 much Light invade ; xd 
© Yet wiſer Reaſon hath prevaiPd,- 
+ To-wiſh thy Beauties ſtiltunvail'd 44 3 
© Tis better that it blind ſhould make.us,. 
we ſhould want : Heavenly Fire p 
3 "That is ſo uſeful to inſpire, | | 
+ + Thoſe rains which would elſe forſake us s 


" 


would have d ir ona Sunday z and though 
Tp 1 of Rome would admit of it, it 1ll 
_— Church . of Eng/and te 
pprove it. 

Fe this 6 Scene was changed, and in the 
xrtheſt the Sea was ſeen terminating the 
the Horizon ;. on. the one fide was 2 


F*Ground and Rocks, from whence theSea Nymph 
i Gzlarea came waving forth, riding on the back of 
©*7; | hin.in a looſe? Snow-white Garment;above 
eck Chains of Pearl, and her Armsadorn'd 
(2-5 Bracelets of the ſame, her fair Hair diſhe- 
©xcled and mixd. with Silver, and in ſome-part 
ovged Fg Yo which ſhe mA one > Hood 
*gacio eld up, being arriv'd to the midſt. 
"Mi the Sea 35: mn and ſhe ſung with a 
þ * Chorus of 

Galated's SONG. 


R 
FFahr 
Haven with aCirtadel,” and on the other broken 


L 
550 well Bei Goieles o're Seasdoth Reign, 
SY <Reducing what was wild before, 
"Wl © Thar faireſt Sea Nymphs leavethe > roubled Mains 
BB © And haſtero viſit him on ſhore. 


I1- 
x What are. they leſs than Nymphs, fince each 


| (make ſhew 
KF < Of wondrous Toa ethaar” CB 
AJ 2000 each; thoſe. ſparkling ſures 2X that 


*© Where breathleſs Divers cannot Pry. &c. 


ry 
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© Wife Nature that the dew of ſleep prepares, ? 
To-intermit vir Foys and eaft our Cas” I 
 < Invites you from theſe Triumphs to your rellif 
*May every 'Whifher that is made bechaſte, MW 
*Each Lady flow! Bos yet yield atlaft, * "i 

© Fer Heart 4 Prifoner to her LoversBreaſt 7 


©To wilh unto our Royal Lover more, = 
Bok bleſſings than he had before, 

ere bur "to: tempt old Nature "bove hal 
© Since alf the Odor, Mufick beauteous Fire * 7 
©We in the Spriig, the Spheres, the Stars admirg 
"+15 his renew'd, and hetter'd every Night! © 


| III. is 
© To Bed toBed | lebia * Lady dream, 
< From that chief Beauty the hath ſtolna Beam, 
* Which will amaze her Lovers Eyes ! | 
< Each lawful Lover toadvance his Youth, _  ; 
* Dream he hath ſtoIn, his Vigor Love, and Truth 
* Then all. will haſte to Bol. but none to rife. 


Thus T have brought this Mask toa Concluſion 
If the Reader think T have inſerted too much g 
it, he may be pleaſed to conſider that it is.ve 
rargand faxcely-to-be had, and being* extraordy 
nary, becauſe of its having been Afted on a Sth 
bath day, I thought it the more necelſary to giv 
a large Account 'of 'it; that he might ſee whi 
fort "of Religion or Evening Sermons, it wi 
that the Court ani Lard's Fadtion of the Ch 
-thea aimed at. Fr | 
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£4 Since has im ther - impreſſion 
of R * upon-.his Mind, conſider the Vale- 
| ci on, and.declare his Opinion, whether it an- 
YU e charCharadher of P Pieey —_ Chaſtity which 
* Mime Men will have K. Charles the firſt to have 
, n endowed with. There'sno Man can deny but 
$ A1-MArous har muſt of neceſſity 
quiteanother impreſhon upon the Minds of 
Hearers, than the bleſſing which they heard 
+ nmaey at Church wy ory ought to have 
4 Mdone, * and that the whole Interlude could ſerve 
- Wo or rohing el{@ but to divert their Meditations 
WMfrom whatever was ſerious ; and therefore the 
ferting up of Masks, and- Sports and Paſtimes 
oh Jupo El Me and Holydays, was one of the 'moſt 
""ctiectua that the Enemies of*Piety:could 
ircba wiavoued, to hinder the effe&t of thoſe Ordi- 
MW ms... which 'the Church of England looks 
4 up bn es wo necellary ro promote the Salvation of her 


£ 


a. 
Rs 0 
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'CA Po: Ul. 


k Ihe Stage Hntowaged by the King; ond 
, ; cb: iſhop Laud's Book of SPORTS. 


=ET this was not all that the then Head of 
: the Church, King Char/es the firſt, and 
_Laud:, i'the 'Metropolitan: of all Eng- 
y {di 0 rom ahe pratties of Piety and 
. ou ; hey were not isfied to corrupt the | 
'e0 rafts _ le, but emjotr'd alſo 
he Bod E on and es to be: read: by 
oſs and their Clergy, and took off, the 


Wreſtrain that was laid upon the People from fal-- | 
& 1G. lowing 


particularly the ſt ot Cor. : Cap. 1: and 3d Ca 
Cap. 2: Forbiding all Sports;or Paſtimes FO, 
or the Lord's Day: In: the firſt it is complained © 
Thet the Holy keeping- of. 1he Lord's Day, in ven 
many Places of this Realm, hath been and now: 
profaned and negletted by a diſorderly fort of Pe 
ple; in pace and frequenting Bearbaitin 
Bullbaiting, Interludes, Common-plays, and .oths 
Unlawful Exerciſes and Paſiimes. | Yet the: Kin 
_ contrary to. his own Law, ſets up Interludes-an 

Masks. in his Pallace on Sundays z- and. . by . hi 
"Declaration for Sports and Paſtimes on Swnd: 


does perkeQMly diſpenſe with the ſaid. Law, - ant 


reflects ſeverely upon thoſe that would hinder th 
People in the Exerciſe - of ſuch Sports and Pa 
ſtimes as Puritans 'and: Precifians z and. Arch-h 


ſhop Laud, and the governing part of the Church : 


Join'd with him in proſecuting. Mr. Pr: for hig 


Hiſtriomaſtix, wherein he writ againſt thoſg Play 


and Interludes, (eſpecially ſuch as were aQted' ay 
Ko embittered againſt him-thas 


Sundays) and w 


on Feb. 1. 1632.” Laud procured him to be ſentiif« 


cloſe Priſoner to the Tower, where he lay till the 
21ſt of Zune, 1633. whenan Information withouy 


mentioning any particular S in, his Book 


WAS Exhonced ; agajt him in the Star-Chamber, 
| Book R 


for publiſhing a concerning Interludes, 


tituled, H:/iriomaſiix, which was Licenſed by 3 
Chaplain of: Dr. Abbots, Arch-biſhop: of Canrgh 
tury. . Notwithſtanding which Licenſe. he hag 
this heavy Sentence paſs'd upon him, v2. To by 


impriſoned during Life, -pay 500o-/. Fine, be ex 
pela ena >. diate to exerciſe the pro; 

on of a Barriſter, degraded by the Univeriny 
of Oxford of his taken there; and thai 
done to be ſet in the Pillory at Weſtminſter, and 
have one of his Ears cut off z and at another timg 


x 


= -. -_ - x 


no, Aka 


Ea. oo > a oa eo. 


Tas ucceſckil againſt Mr. Pri 
[ on took e and = 
His | Majeſty to publiſh his claration CO 
"'R on the Lord $ © Day 
Nees Ob. 18: in the Ninth \ 
Ten, which was 1634. ie 
biervable.That he Founds this Declaration 
= of th Father King Fames, in Ammo 1618: 
Fhetein it is ſaid, © That when that Prince returned 
£ B [ a Seotland he found his QubjeQs, but chiefly . 
thoſe in Lancaſhire, debarred from Lawful Re- 
my cations on Sundays after Evening Prayer, for 
Ih. Peck he rebuked the Puritans.a 2e0mgrus _ 
| ingor, That none ſho 1d chextativr 
good Subjefts: from uſing their Lani 
cen ations 0n that day. e adds plots 
* ThathisCounty of Lancaſhire to his 
gret,had more Popiſh/Recuſants than any 
op 7 in England; but being informed by 
es and the Bithop of the Diocels, that 
Ro gin to amend,he was very ſorry 
TE laint 6f his People,that 
ebarr'd from: all lawful Regreati How 
ſes on Swnday, after the ending - of 
VIE : hick could not- bur produce 
*v12. the Hindering the Converſion of 


anv, whom their Pricfts will perſuade, that 
D * there 
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<our Religion wed; Its * filthy Ti 
<pling aa rinking and breeds a _nutibe "Yi 
and Caiſcontented Speccheson thoſe days. ,H i 
«© expreſs Pleafure therefore was, that no lawtll. 
© Recreation ſhould be barr'd to his 5 Oo Peoph oi N 
© 2nd that the Biſho op ſhould take ſtri&t order 3 wit 1 BN 
< all-Puritans and Precifians, and either conftralh , 
< *em to conform themſelves or to leave the Cout j 
© try,—— And that his Pleafure was,that his x 
< People ſhould not be hindered after the end of 
« Divine Service on Sndays,from their lawful Rs 
© creations,{ſuch as Dancing either ak or 42 a 2N 
© Archery, 'Lea ing, Vaulting, nor fr 
. Fa ang itſon-ales, Mo being 
© ſetting up 0 Broan! pony; or other Sports then 
*with vith aſe , and he barr'd from thoſe Sports, al 
«© Recuſants that abſtain'd from coming to Churd 
© and Divine Service, and thoſe that, though 
« they conformed in *Religion did not come tl 
* Church. . 
Were the place proper for it, this Declaration 
affordsa large Field for Refle&tions. Hete's the 
Platonick KING! ; The Head of the Church !] 
The firſt (as ſomeſay) to whom they gave the 
Title of Moft Sacred Majeſty ! who, to Convert 
the Papifts, as he pretends, orders the Lordi | 
Day to be profaned with ſuch Sports and Paſtimg 
as tended to debauch the Morals of the Peopls 
and yet will not ſhew the leaſt favour to thelf 
ſtricter ſort of Proteſtavts, but brands them with 
the Nitk-narhes of Puritans and Precifians, ati 
rders his Biſhops to bring them to Conformity 
Or tO EX et the Country. But the pleaſanteſt 
Teſt is That he invites them 'to come . 
. Church, ” the tempting. Reward of having Li 
berty to profane the Sabbath, which they- per: 
tealy abhorr'd. 


Now out of the like pious Cate for the Ser. 
E vice of God, and Supprefling any Humours that 
*7D # on poſe > Truth, and for the Eaſe, Comfort and 
Recre People, we 
Blefled Fathers 


{Ts Declaration Aid but too > verifie what 
an.old Reverend Divine 'of the Church of. Scor- 
_ Aid to King . Fames I. when he asked' his 

ng og his Journey, to take u _= him the 
Crown of Eng/and, viz. Pray Ged bleſs you Sir, 
and 1g a £VEx Man, but be "9 tl fluff to 


make it 0 


The Declazation adds, — © We a that 
© no Mando Trouble or Moleſt any of Our Loyal 
© People, in or from their - Lawful Recreations , 

and We further Will, that Publication of this 
© Our Command, be made by Order ofthe Biſhops 
* through all the Pariſh-Churches. of their ſeveral 


eapouts reſpeQively. 


| "Tere 1 was a-great difference betwixt the Exetciſe 
of the Epiſcopal FunCtion-in the Reigns of the 
Father and:the Son : or by this Declaration Ch. T. 

made: the mY 'Trumpeters to the Stage, and 
King Zames. Il, 1aid, that in his Time they were 
L ters of Rebellion, becauſe they petitioned 
againſt. Reading the Declaration for Liberty of 
Conſciehce, This Declaration for Sports wasread 
.by moſt of them ; and ſich of the Miniſters as 


would not: conform, were turned out till the 
D2 Con- 


ary the der peer Jr a > ro it... 
Thus I have made ir'plain, That t | govert 
ing part of the Church 'd theSag in th 
Reign6fCha#les Land by the Book call'd Comarma 
of fcandaloits i we fitid,that many of them 
wete tirfied out for frequeiito the edce. 5 in.thelll 
Parlidtnent Times, and the T Ap than 
overturned, there was ſo greata Reform of V , % 
ners, that notwithſtanding the Libertinifin whi « 
uſualy accompanies War, one might have » 
through the City and Suburbs without heating a 
Oath ; but when King Charles II. was reſtore: 
the Play -houſes were Tpecdily re-opened; 2 
without. any Publick Check or Control from the 
Church, went on to that height of Immorali 
which Mr. C. complains of, Nay,they were tho 
very fubſervient to ſupport the Church by aght 
ing at the Whigs and Dfencers | in their Prologuts 
ard Plays, and to infuſe frightful Ideas of them 
into the Heads of the Spe&ators, whilſt at the 
ſame time they run-down the belief of the Po- 
piſh Plot, vindicated the Traitors that had beeh/ 
_ exectited for it, and drefs'd the tre Pattiorsrof WW. 
our Religion and Liberty in the Skins of Beaſtyf* 
prey, that they might be devoured with the bet+ 
ter Ap} ite. It were eafie to cram a Volume? 
with of this ſort, but they are 16 Boas L 
known, that *ris needleſs. There ela 1 WY I 
who frequented the Play-liouſe or tead the] Plays: 
in the two laft Reighs, Vit know, that the Stage: y 
was attempered to the Laſcivious' aftd fo 


7 


Himotrs' of thoſe Princes, and t6 blacken 
thoſe that oppoſed their TTL Defigns. 


Having thus tmade i it appedr that the Chick" 
_ Hath favoured the Stage, their not warni 2 , 


the People againſt it, by ſeeming to hallow 
7 72" 212127" PEN 


| ah the the Book ahef Say ” 1 


WP" rn ba by Palins by approving-or at 
Fl aſt = the JEANS of it pop I 

" bat by proſecuting thoſe —_= 
2 Wicogint it Wrieng Plays themſelves, by ſome 
| actiſing it in chair own Perſons, and 
W Tran ig 1n Defence of i i, by enjecning 0 the Book 
of Spores, 4 not op it 1n the Reigns of 
"Charles 1. and Fames pen A which I ſhall add) 
1 ii n not-oppofing it in this Reign, when they 
might have hopes of better ſucceſs; ſeeing both 
King and Parliament have declared themſelves ſo 
High y againſt Immorality and Profaneneſs : I 
me "now in the next place to ſee how far the 
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Schools are chargeable with the ſame Crime. 

O 

4 | 

: CAP. 1IV. 

Y | i 

; The my Encouraged by the Schools, 

\HIS Subje& hath not been ſo nauch (2)Conflite, 


treated on as the former, and by Con- Areff 6) ys 
BF ſequence is a fign that the danger of it, ge, Edu. 
ath not been ſo much perceived, yet it hath not adSelucum. 
been altogether over-look'd, for Authors both ?- 1063: 
"F Antient and Modern _ taken Notice of it : ©) _ _ 
b, & 0, Romanus, (b) Nazianzen, (c) Teriul- (4) jn Luc. 
War, (d) Ambroſe, (.e) Ferom, (F ) Lattantins, lib. 1. v. 1. 
"Auguſtine, 'and others of the Antients : The (e) Evift, 
St 'of Carthage (h) and divers other 33:59. 33- 
"FF Counci log Rees, iſhop Hooper, Per- 7 45. mn 
nc, Wing lliams, and all other Commen- Dama 
Ml tators onthe 7th upſton have Condemned (f) de falſe _ 
| = i PROS Printin ng, Selling or Relie.c.12- 
caching aty anton' Play-books, Hi- 3% oO 
Es or > Ming Autor eſpecially Ovids WAN- J.2, ,. 1.8« 
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38 The Stage Encouraged hy the Schools. 
. ton Epiſtles and Books of- Loye,.Catullus,, Tin 
lus, Propertius, Martial, . Plantus; and Terendii 
as may be ſeen in the Places quoted in the. 
gin. -  wx<id 3D. #27568: $5157. 8 
The Reaſons why they ſhould:not. be; read bf 
hang Yourh are givin;us by O/orzes,-(*)/ thus.;: ©] 
many 4+ Poets are Obſcene, Petulant,. Etfeminate, andh 
*their Laſcivious and, impure- Verles,; divert th 
* Mind from Shamtaſtnets and Induſtry to Luſt a 
- © Sloth , and ſo much the ſmoother they are,: 
* much the moxe -Noxious, ; and like fo: mar 
* Syrens ruine all - thoſe. that give, Ear;to-then 
* The more .ingenioully any of| them -write { 
© amorous Subjects, they are ſo much 'the mo 
* Criminal ; for we willingly Read and ealo+ 
* Learn by Heart a Fine and Flerant Poon "| 


© therefore the Poiſon of Laſcivious Verſe mak 
* 4quick and ſpeedy Impreſhon upon the Mind 


© and by the Smoothneſs and: Elegancy of tf 
' * Language kills, . before an Antidote canibe aj 
© plied. Therefore all ſuch Poets ought not onlyt 
£ " baniſhed the Court bur alfo the: Country. -+ 
, Nay, Aeneas Silvixs, afterwards. Pope Pow] 
in his Treatiſe of Education, dedicated to Lag/la 
King of Hungary and Bohemza,  Piſcourling'whi 
Authors and Poets are to be read to Children, r 
ſolves it thus: TY ONE 
* Ovid writes many. times. in, a: Melancholy 
*Strain, and as often Sweetly. ;z but is in md 
* places too Laſcivious, Horace, though an Ai 
* thor of admirable Eloquence, yet has mat 
* things I would neither:have Read nor-expout 
* ded to you, Marti! is a Pernicious, tho? Floalt 
* and Ornat Poet, but ſo full of Prickles, that hi 
' hoſes are. not to be gathered without:dangd 
* Thoſe who write Elegies are. altogether to! 
' kept up from the Boys z for. they-are.too Sal 
* and Eiteminate. T1þylles, Propertius, Catu 


J 


"#4 2ndSappho,which'we have now'tranflated, abound © 
4% ith amorous Subjetts,andare full of complaints 
*B*of unfortunate Amours. Your Preceptor ought 
an” * to take ſpecial Care, that whilſt he reads the 
-W -*Comical and Tragical Poets to you, he'does.not 
co: *em to inftrudt you in ſomething that's Viti- 


Ms ons”. | 
Ir is ftill” more” remarkeable, that  Ionatrzs 
' la,-the Founder of the Order of the Jeſuites, 
"> who are as little recommendable to the World 
* for their Chaſtity, as for their other, Vertues, 
+ forbad "the Reading of Terence in Schools to 
Children and Yourh, before his Obſcenities were 
' expunged, leſt he ſhould more corrupt their Man- | of 
*" ners by his Wantonneſs, than help their Wits by | M-faucin 
his * Latin. ro _ ' 
'*- » The Jews, a People notedenough for their Un- = 
'- cleannefs, yet did not permit their Children and 
Youth, in Antient Times, to read the Canricles,till 
-*. they arrived at 3o Years of Age, for fear they 
© ſhould draw thoſe Spiritual Paſlages of the Love 
' betwixt Chriſt and his Church, to a Carnal Sence, 
and make them Inſtruments of inflaming. their 
__ "own Luſts: And upon the ſame Account. Origen + pry in 
, **advifeth ſuch as are of an amorous Temper, to &ant.Proem 
-forbear Reading it F. in Exech. 
How much more Reaſon is there to forbid the 
. Reading of the Laſcivious Heathen Poets, and 
* Plays; ſeeing it is found to be true by Experience, 
as Agrippa in his Diſcourſe of Uncleanneſs, hath 
- "&cellently expreſſed ir, © That there isno more 
Sana Sverfal Engine . to attaque and vanquith the 
. **Chaftity'of any. Matron, Girl' or Widow, or of 
th, **2ny Male or Female whatever, than the Readin 
"> *$6Ff Laſcivious Stories or. Poems: There's none. of 
-21S:ther, let their 'Diſpoſition,, be never ſo good, 
7 i*bat/ate in danger of being corrupted by this Me- 
"= <hod.and I ſhould look on it asnext akin to a Mi- 
4 D 4 * racle, 
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Chriſtian Poets, gives Eh. nent E's 1 | 
own iAmorous POEMS, d: tho Th 
bullus, KC, 


racle, Er there were : 


d Poems *. . 


"4 ths Caſe even the Hea a Lacks Ovid 


£1 


who-is rtath more Ingenuous: than Our PIeten 


1 
eat" 
a 


- Eleguar in HOY teneros ne. tange Poeraz, wich 
ummoneo dotes 1mp1as eſſe Ms. nmol 
Callemachum fygno, non cft inmicus. amore |; 
Et cum Calltmacho tut guogue Coe \Noces, 
Carmina: quis potuit Tuto ig Tibulli, 
Vel tha cujj# opus Cyntbea, ſola fu, 
, Quts potuit leo Uurus diſcedere Gallo 
| t mea neſcio quid carmina tale ſonant. 


M3 Mc 
We. 


De Remedio aMOTIS. Jib. 3: f-2 304) 


I will a appear plain fromthe very Nature and | 


Debign of an Schools, Thar ſuch ing 
oughr yot to be taught jn them... The end of 
fuch.Schools is to ch Wiſdomand Vextue, what+ 


we. may knqw-God and our felves ; TS how tos! 
'W whip God aright: whereas, the, quite contrary 4 
4s raught by thoſe Authors. Homer, Heſiod, Pin- 


dar, Ariſtophanes, Virgil, Horace, and the reſtof i 


_ .xhoſe Heathen Authozs, arriv'd to that 


Ampiety and Madneſs, that the Kign n'd: fin | 
* Avid things to be ated by their f aa model 
Yeh £8 they meſon tes Go 

OUtN 4, 10T 
deſles © be Jath, as no honeſt or Sn] 
'Common-wealth, would have admitted. . : 


for NAPEN, do that Palingenizes TAs ruly. fa 


' pr EI. 
_ : .- * & rn = Shoe OUS » BO. 5 SR 
"Fe ate ASS We IE Sour. TW, I He os Rp * Bo ©» tn Ee $8 Sos. 2 - io ERIE RO, 


YL 


X no! doubt but the Heathen Haw. a 


*-migh! Mais ploommon os Hoes PE 
-H Uncleanneſs _— Men, and add = > 
4 the Flames of \Corrupt Nate. Certainly thoſe 
3 Fables in Ovid's Meromorphaſic ,, concerning the” 
4M Amows, > Nays R of hs (ooh and _ 


p | nthe 

q of Youth. ae ray Fr cy nb ro wg 
lll Virgil, Aneid. 7. Mite Dov Deo Frag The danger 
oil of teaching fuch >, Hd Youth-was ſeen by the 
Wn very Heathen Fhiloſo 7 epi And therefore Plato 
"Wl fays, © That thok fa No Stories. of the Poets, 

WM © 3vere not tobe receiv'd into a City, as if the 
j \Gods wag 'd War, and-foxmy'd. Ambulſhes againſt - 
MW © one anoth ; £e, whether be taken 1n an 

2 Homer lame A ror = dren (fay ) 
1 Free tibguſh beret ck oo they 
OT inions as 
Kink io WTI AN; young, they can hardly 
*ever-lay afide, Tok Sie the Gad, who is alto- 
\*gcther Good, is the MD. is an ove 

= atought tobe refured ; and therefore the Poets 


ll <fhould be be compelled to write and ſpeak things 
Þ; "that iare- honeft*, IN _ 
| at lame Author fays NEE” [2 | ——_ not | 


os owe 2x pottble; pe? "chwoker ro 
7 s, that Caze. be taken that Nurſes don't-en- 
Ly ra them with old Wives Fables, left they 
"> eomropred with Madrets and Folly from heir 


Scxing 


P hed 5 


Go 1 
oh 7 A o 
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_- 14m - The Shiget Bucowaged by be Sedan 
'  - »  - » Seeing: thoſe poor Heathens who had nathiy 
but the Light of Nature to ' dire& them, "cou 
"give ſuch excellent Precepts, what a ſhar e) 
it for Chriſtian Schoolmaſters to ſpend more timiiif 
- in" teaching their Youth 'who Paths ca 
- Neptune and Saturn were,” than who 7e/is Chih 
4s, and to'teach them thoſe Laſtivious Heath 
Poets in dire&- Oppoſition to'the Seventh Conf 
"St. Auguſtine his Book of Confelfio * ci 
out, © Oh-that when I-was a young Man, T lt 
© been inſtruQed in profitable Books? Whilſt I wal: 
' £2 Youthat Sehool T heard'them 'talk of 7p 
*<darting Thunder and committing Adultery atth 
-© - The Jews werecommanded to teach the Lani 
\ of God to their Children diligently, to talk 
- them when they fat in their-Houſes, when tha 
walked by the way, - whe! they lay ' down a 
' when they roſe up, to'write them upon the Pol 
. of- their Houſes and on their Gates,Dezt. 6.6, 7 
_ \. The Royal Prophet David taught them, Tha 
young Men were to purifie their way, by takin 
heed- thereunto according .to the Word of Gol 
P/al. 119. 9. And the wile King So/omon conf 
-- manded'Children'to be'trained up in the Way th 
- they ſhould go, and when they were old they wall 
« *xot depart *from tt, Prov. 22.6. The Apoſtle > 
joyns; that our Children-ſhould be brovght ip: 
-.; the Nurture and Admonition ofthe Lord, Eph.6ſ- 
© And commands Timothy to avoid Profane and of 
Wives Fables, 1 T7. 4.7. TIN 
..+ ©," The only Objettion. of any weight that can: 
- - raiſed againſt this; is, Thar in' thoſe Heathen Poll 
there are-abundance of excellent Moral Sentedalif 
{and that Youth learn' the' Purity of the' Lal 
: "Tongue from them. To-which it'may beanfwalt '- 
: Thatput them all together, they-come” infinitl'-” 


| 
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"The Stage Fucouraged by the Schools,” 4 41 
= ſhort of thoſe Moral InſtruQions that are to be 
"WM. found. in the Proverbs of Solomon, and.the Ecc/e- 
BG ** flaſtes, that its evident what Moral Sayings of 
1... worth, any of: thoſe Heathen Authors have, they 
8  borrow'd them from Mo/es and others of the di- 
ol vinely infpired Writers, and we may. with more 
"W Jatfbty and' purity drink from the ſame Fountatns, 


f 


| 7 Fs than from their polluted Streams 5 And as for the 


2, puiy of the Latine Tongue, it may as well be 


from others, - as from: the-Poets.., The Ro- 

"+ mar Hiſtories are excellent/for that end ; and if 
"their Poets were purg.d From their Obſcemties.£#c. 

ll ..4nd {o put into the Hands of Youth, there could 


"JM : be nothing to objett _ 'em.Nor azethere wan- 
MI  tingexcellent Latine Poems by Chriſtian Authors, 
"WM which might be equally ſerviceabletorinſtrutting 
--/our: Youth: in the purity. of the Latine 'Tongue,and 
"WM - in{pring them .alſq with true ChriſtianSentimems, 
.Mf.- duch'as the famous Antient Poems of Teriallian, 
BM | 4rater, Apollinaris, Nagianzen, Prudentins, Prxo- 
, -,Jper:and other Chriſtian Worthjes, and the later 
Wl ones of Du Bortas, Beea, Scaliger, Buchanan, He- 
Zq x Inſius, SC, DLO bo 
\W_ + :That a Reform of the Schools in this Poipt 
M - hath been ſo long negleQted, reflects Shame upon 
the: Church who ought to-have chietly concerned 
"themſelves in it, and is one main[Reaſon, why ſo 
zany. Perſons of - good parts have ans them- 
©} ſelves to write for the Stage, and that,too- with 
' more Wantonneſs and Latitude than moſt of the 
-W . Heathen Poets everdar'd to allow themſelves: and 
- the Corruption: hath ſpread fo far as to infe&t our 
; }þMniverlities, who tho' formerly they condemned 
© {ho Stape,are-now become.its Admirers,and to the 
-ycandal of the, Nation, : obfcene Poems ate writ . 
ether Publick As. | 
 NLUnT 


a 
Fog. 


"CHAP, 


fence of the "Dos," by - a Divine -of the 
: and, from-the Authority of 
a. Divine of e Chuzch of Rome, viz; 'by Fas 
a Caffare, Diviney Profeſlor at at Par#,'' as Iv 
fir Poa i Diſs ; Mortreuxer Play cal 
Beauty in Diftreſs. © 1 
Betore gr direfy t6:the Point, itmay "0k! 
be improper” to obſerve, that conſidering the- pals 
pat llne, which the Stage hath had upo} 
. the Co aps of Manners, {1d much couptutact 
of It feems-no very. ſuitable Tmployment | far 
one Divine of the Church of - Exg/and to efpouſe 
the Defence of the Stage againſt another. Nor. 
3s it vety much for the Defendants [Honour to. 
nulkenls of Arrows-from a Popiſh- Quiver; for: 
we have no Reaſon to-think thata'Þ Divine 
et a-Cordial Enemy to theStage ; whenthe = 
of, their Church does fo much reſemble Z 
ov Pomp- -of the Theatre. 


The DoRors firſt Argument is, The the Grip 
tare re Pas 7 70 xpreſs andy vricilar Prece £7 4gat b 
| "to be 


[ 


Ti= next coker mhat is ar in: X. 


Withas is there raught us, rheror we ate not. 


ng man choutands of hp for which it 
i= $292 We; that it doth not 
j that the DoQtors- 


ly yon 0 the Great, Turk: There's 


e nor particularPrecept againſt receiving 
obs FO * Pro ergo, But it heats 


& Plainly-infer'd from the Scriptures, that be- 


We are not to reecive any other 


Mito receive Mabomer as 


a © &@ = © = a = os 5 


FB) -Conſequences of like force, and every whit 


as;plain,.. ive ſhall find Stage- Plays condemned in 

Stripture 3. I mean not only thoſe that are guil 

_ mmorality; , Profaneneſs, Blaſphem A 
þ the greateſt Patrons' of the Stage, ll a 


t to defend, but even Stage-Plays in general, 


who Buſineſs they will have it to be, to recom- 
mend. Vertue and diſcountenance Vice, which I 


_ will be rey plaia by the TLoWwnng Argu- ' 


IL 1}; 
Ut 


"Thar which Godbath a att inted ſufficient Means 


<0 Accompiiſh : It 3s Unlawful for Men to 


ape other Means to Accomphliſh; But ' © 
hath appointed fufficient Means for Re- 
1: commernding Vertue , and Diſconntenancing | 


» Vice without the ST A G E: Ergo, [t us 


or Undeful for Men to appoint the Stage for 
{pony Veriue and Di iſeountenancing 


Vee. 


w the Conttovetbc will lie abut the firſt 


Fropolition ; but I think there's no Man who has- 


L 3 eriotis -Indpobfiion of the infinite Wiſdom, 
omerand Goodneſs of God u upon his Mind, that 
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Wrall i m Queſtion, nit be aut :necel- 


y by- fodoing, caſt a Refleftion upon all rhoſe 
ieibutes, and prefer the Wiſdom, Power and. - 
+ Goodnels | 


- ST - an , wer 10 HO I 
EE: Ge of fn to the Wiſtom, Power ah 
Goodneſs of GO ut 
The ſecond Propolifion: is clear from'ex re 
Texts of Scripture. The Apoſtle tells : us, That 
Magiſtracy ts the Ordinance of 'God : That Reler 
are ordnned by bim to be a Terror t0-evil Works i 
and to Praiſe thoſe that do good : * And that they an , 
the Miniſters of God, continually Ob, port 
this very thing, Rom. 3 1, 2, 3, 4, 5- When , 
it is evident, That the ginal End and De 21h 
of. Magiſtracy, is to Trodge Vertue and Ft j 
Puniſh Vice. - 49 

" And hence itis equally clear; That ſeeing C Com : 
mending is .a Species of Reward, and Laſhing and 
Expoſing © 2 fort of: Puniſhment, the pretender 1 | 
Service of the Stage, for thoſe Ends is wholly f 
needleſs ; God having ſufficiently provided tor 
that, by- appointing Magiltrates. af 

This being ſo, the Patrons of the Stage han 2 | 
no other Pretences left them, but ſuchas Mr. C . 
lier enumerates briefly in his Introduction, 2 
<That the Stage is uſeful to ſhew the uncertainty 
© of Humane . Greatneſs ; .The ſudden - rurrts:af 
* Fate, and the unhappy Concluſions of Violends 
< and injuſtice ; ; To expoſe the Singulariries a 
* Pride and Fancy ; To make Folly and Falfhhoog 
- © Contemptible ; And to bring every thing that 

* IM, under Infamy and Neglect. 

But we-are infinitely better provided for thoſ 
Ends, by the Word of G OD, __ the Ordinang 
of the Mimſtry. We are taught, That -rhe. forlif ; 
mer iS able 70 make ws wiſe unto Salvation : i 
\groen'nis by Inſpiration of God, for Dottrime, ſh | 
- proof, Correttion and In ruttion in Righteouſnefi : 
{ that we maybe perfeit, and throughly furmſhed u 
> all good Works, 2 Timoth: 2. - So that we havent pat. 

need of the InſtruQion of the Stage, - for any'N Y - 
the Ends above-mentioned. 8 » 
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[Iations 'of Providence, than” the -DeftruQtion. of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, of Pharaoh and his Hoſt, 
 Sexnacherib and his Arty, and many othersrelated 

oY in the Scriptures, with reference not 'only to the 

"8 PFublick, but to particular Perſons? Nay, are we* 

SS not infinitely better accommodated with real In: 

en ſtances of” that Nature, ev'n from profane Hiſtory, 
than we poſhbly can be from their forged ones on 


 *Can our Poets ſhew us more unhappy Con- 
"FF clufions of Vigtence and Injuſtice}'than hs that 
We attended Pharaoh and the other Tyrants that per- 
0 ſcuted' the People of God ? | 
"y ns HH able to give us Inſtances of the Sin- 
mlarity of Pride and Tyranny, equal to thoſe of 
t fame Pharaoh, who faid, Who' zs the Lord 
that" T ſhould obey Him 2 Of Nebuchad-nezzer, 
"who for his Pride was tur'd a-grazing with the. _ 
eafts of the Field ?'Or of Herod, who for his 
Wor cal AppareF and Pride was eat up of 
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[be ſweet 70 a Man, yet afterwardhis Mouth ſhall 
[be file with Gravel, Prov. 20. 179. © 
{ Hath not God appointed the Miniftry, To reach 


*- 


Ol al! Nations to obſerve whatſoever he hath "cOmt- . © 
 2rded, Matth. 28, 19. To diftinguifh betwixt the 
= - * | Preciows 


FS. -; 
> 


Hrbiads ge” the Vile. er. 15, 9. uf os 
meſs pg 5"-4 to the Po ower that. God by 
pry Ya To 9, 10. To be. 


Er To 


To. Teach ws 10 
and to FI rs 


Gody in ate, preſent EvilW:, it. £4 


Thus the ſecond Propoſition i is Me 
That God bath provided ſufficient Means proved 
commending Vertue and Diſcountenancing Vid 
without. zbeS TAGE : Ergo ot a 
ont the Stage oo Recommending Vertue ai 
Diſcountenancing 
\ Tr may perhaps be objefted, That by this 4 
ment the Exhortations and Kegrook NY 
ſters and Neighbours, are alſo prov'd to beW 
wes, 0 To which the Fig get is Spc 
thoſe Duties are enjoyn'd; by 0 
Parents, Maſters Maus z therefore 't 
the Miniſters Duty to urge them, and the Magi 
ſtrates Duty to ſee them perform'd; but no ſac | 8 
ming can be ſaid of the Stage. © --"\ 25 
It may perhaps be further objetted, Thar 
Magiftrate 'belng left at Liberty, as to the Mew 
of- Recommending Virtue jaw3 5 Diſcountenancing | Vial $ 
he ma ot the Stage for that End. : 
which Tanker, T Mews dead t is NE = | 
ter. provided of Means a k tha - 
Miniſters to preach the Goſpel | A 
and Judges to explain'his ſpe rom th the Bench + ,. 
Jae bo is prenien with a Sword to projet Vu ue * 
And cealoan to ſpend Timeand Money i 
which is needleſs, would be not onl compary 
Scripture Rule, but to-Common-ſenſe. Nor a 
the Patrons 'of the Stage, give .us an Inſtancs 
that ever any Magiſtrate appointed the Stag: fa '' 
thoſe ' Ends they mention. $: 0 - 


b-43 h, a5. wot Bog oc Ps * 
v4 Hawa Natures | om ever, both 
the Antients and Moderns in the beſt 
[K nted SpeQacles and Perſonal Repre- 
$3” nta Hon to Tecreate their Spirits, . waited in. 
; Terre Afﬀairs of State, and for the Entertain- 
+ment . of: their Nobility, Ladies and Courts: 
at "was the only End, according to: the-then 
oets, that the Stage pretended to 3 but now it 
ſeems: that they would uſurp, both upon the 
bench and the Pulpit. 


CAP. Vi. 


ta Fabers againſt the Stage ; " mi jake | 
ty Aquinas, 


HE next Argument i is * from Thomds 4 OED" 
_ 7 gunas, who in his Queltion of. Sports as 
* and Diverſions ſays, That *tis the part 
of a wiſe Man ſometimes to unbend hzs 
My by droertins Words or  Aftions : Whence the 
Bf yonchudes, bat St: Thomas epprov'd. the 


"37TH js Man may perhaps be a Profeſſor of Di- 
-Finkty, but it would ſeem he was never a Profeſſor 
-of Logick, elſe he would not put more into-the 
-Conclufion than is found in the Premiſes, as here 
it has done, exce vere he can prove that there Ju? 
m0 or AQtions but in Plays ; and 

wh - cre ret -——— is 10 much the. 
ch morg 
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more needleſs - that heb in- 4 MUInAs . afte 
ard nion for Play 
W. S, Fe Va giving his 4# ; | OF pe 7 
pfovided 't yers and Spett: L 
of >) or. Speak and A Tothing that: &Y 


lawful, <8 £2): 


Exceptat the Point of Starving, is a - monfuny 


Bur'as'the Dr. brings It! Aquinas to Tet onci 
the Fathers with the School-men in this Poingy 
or indeed father -ro contradi& the Fathers: þ 
the Schookmen ; what if we bring in” Aquing 
'contradiQting the Dr. himſelf. | = 

- If either the Pars DoRtor, or the Door, q 
the Church' of Exg/and, -who'' applauds his.F 
formance, pleaſe to look into. Aquinas his Secis þ 
da, Secunds Queſt. 168. Art. 3. ad 3g, it will af 
pear, .,That they make. the Angelical Dr. ſpea . 
otherwiſe than he really does: Aquinay's words ; 

S7 qut autem ſuperflus, ſua intales ; conſume uf 

etiam ſuſtentant illos Hiftriones qui illicitis Ludg 
uruntur,, peccant, quaſi eos in peccato. foventes) 
wntle Auguſtinus dic ſuper Fobannem, quod denart 


- res ſuas Hiſtrionbus, vittum eſt immane, nol 


virius, niſi forte aliquis UH: trio efſet in. extrems 
neceſſi fate, in.qua efſet et fu ry, dicit enin 
Ambroſias in Libro de Officits, paſce fame Mork 
entem. Quiſquis enim paſeends hominem Sc wart 
poteris 2 non paveris Occadiiti. 

It's plain, that the Paris Dr. or his Tranſlatat 
make Aquinas ſay what he never intended: The 
Angetical Dr. ſays, It is a Crime to give /uper; 
Hluoufly or laviſhly to Stage Players. A t irſeer v 
hothing, is Criminal with the Pariſian Dy. or hi , 
- __ except they give them zhejr , oh! 

Eſtates. Beſides, they injure St. Auſtin mighth 


_ They would make the World believe, Thar 16 


Afriean Father was only againſt givi whole | 
Eſtates to Playerstoo; when the honeſt 
expreſly,” Thatto give any thing to a Stage Playeh 


me: 


ts 2 
GX; AO DOSS IF 
-o bf pal rg 1 * 


1445 $6 he. PR XA 
{> EF” oe Es Sy 
F- ) 4.9 LW” 
{ © Ws of T8 
4 LS DR 


The Fathers" aguinſt the Stage, off 7 © 
time-or Firſt-rate Sin, Immane Vitium, and the ---"f 

L Reaſon of the gt ain he brings from St. Am- 

— wraje, © That whoſoever is in a Condition to give 

And how well Aquinas reconciles the School-men 

with che Fathers, - in this Point of the Sage, may 

"be Teen by. the very following Article, where he 

 Yuote & Kopuftins -jn his Book of 17#e and 

Tal/e- Repentance ; charging thoſe that would 

| obtain Forgiveneſs, to abſtain from the Plays and 

* Shows of the Age ': Which being compared with 

"his former Advice," ot. 70 groe ary thing to the 

 Stage-Player except be were at the point of Paroin 
ews plainly for all ' the Angelical rs nice 


W117." 
Fs 
> - 


Ction' (of 'St. Avguſtine's only forbidding 
"Plays to Men under Pennance) that he wreſts 
his Words. The Truth of which will be prov'd 
by'St. 4z/t:z himſelf; who ſays, That had there 
_*been none but honeſt Men in Rome, they would 
ever have admitted Stage-Plays f. And elſe- tDe Civie, 


" where he ſays, © The' Roman Vertue knew nothing Dei-44-cr, * | 
-*of thoſe Theatrical Atts for almoſt 400 Years 
-*and when they were introduc'd for the Recrea- 
' *tion of Senfualiſts, and admitted by the diffo- 
 *lute 'Morals of the time , the Heathen Idols 
* deſired they might. bededicared to them *. 
| * Helikewile takes notice, © That being brought 
*into Rozre to. alliwage the Plague which afflicte 
 ®their Bodies; the crafty Devils who kggw that 
-*the Diſeaſe would in its proper time come to a 
22 Feriod, did thence take occafion to infeQ their 
orals, with a targreater Contagion. And adds, 


_ 


-v 

-*Thar their Pontif Scipio dreaded that Plague 
*F and Infetion upon their Minds, when he forbad 
"8 "the Building of -Theatres, well knowing that 
FF *the Re-publick could not be' preſerved by the 
"8 -Handing of their Walls, if their Morals failed, 
"7 *but they were more prevailed on by the Allure- 
__—- k 2 *ments 


7 % 
. 
tecch he 


* Bid.l. 1. 
C. 32, 33 


ments of Inpious. Devils, rhan by the | 
c cautions of . Provident Stateſmen *. ' 
Nor is there any of the Fathers more Park l 
tical and Prefling in their Exhortations to Chriſti 7 || 
ans to avoid the Stage, than this lene Pee 


_ fonas 0 IC NEE og other Wir 


ti | 

"Then as tothe whim. of the Revelation - ; 
Paphnutizs, That a certain Player ſhould be his} 
Partner in Glory, by which Aqzrzas would prove 
that Players are not ina State of Sin. . However 
it my reliſh with the Poris DoQor, - it ounds ; 
bur #1 to be quoted by a Divine of the Church 
of England ; Bur admitting; the Revelation to: 


be rye, it will not prove what they would have 
it, for the Player mentioned, might have abai' 
doned the Stage, and -become a true Penitent j ;F 
otherwiſe by this way. of arguing, Thieves-may' 
conclude, that they are not in a State of Sin, M 
becauſe our Saviour {aid ro;one on the Crofs, 


This day ſhalt thou be with me in Parad, a/e-. - . 
. Belides, Agwines's Words axe , Luod quidamW 
{orlerpr futurus erat fili Conſors in vita futura 
ow- the  Do&tor knows, that Fecu/ator and 

Hiſtrio, ate not convertible Terms. There are 
many Jocoſe Men, that would ' think the Stage 
below them ; or if Foculator muſt needs be q 
Stage-Player,let i itbe tranſlated the Merry Andrew, 
or Fool ig the Play; there's no reaſon w bY Eee a; | 
ſhould be denied the Benefit - of Paphnutizs's Ev 
dence for Heaven, it being but Teldom, that their 
part of the Play is the maſt Criminal. 

In the next Place, it oughtto be. obſerved what 
fort of Plays they are, which St. Thomas 2 
proves ; he ays, Oficium Hiſtrionum quod ordi- 2 
natur ad folatum bonunibus Exhibendum. n0n | : 
Fs mi ſe ulicitum. thid. ad 3m. ice. That Stz 

lays which are direGted to recreat 'or ſolace 
are 3 2 
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* ** Before I go further, I muſt obſerve two Things; 

- * The firſt is, That St. Thomas however, condemns 
"the preſent praQtice of the Engliſh Stage, in jeſting 

_ © with Scripture, ufing obſcene Words or Aﬀtions, 

© "and Men and Womens putting on Apparel of the 

-* contrary Sex +. And the next is, That it looks 4p, ,,,.; 

 —fomewhat- odd that a Dr. of the Church of ad 1maart 3 

- Rome, anda Divine of the Church of England, Reſp. 

: ue offer to ſhake the Authority of the Fathers FF # je "i 

* for the fake of the Play-houſe, ſeeing they are (07 2.7. - 
© the principal Quivers, whence the former S ad ſextam 7 

BY her Arrows againſt the Proteſtants, and whence ſecunda ſe- 

WH the latter pulls Darts to hurt againſt the Py- <nde, 9- 

$i  I62.art2,3 

; S -. In the next place they bring us St. Thomas's . 

0 | $94 to Chryſoftom, which they will have to 
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WM be ſufficient to all the Paffages of the Fathers, 
"= 2. Thar they declaim only againſt the Exceſs in 
WM Plays +, becauſe the Exceſs of the Drama in * Beauty . 
their rime; was Criminal and Immoderate. _ * I" diſtreſs, 
" © To thjs let St. Chry/oftom Anfiver for himſelf, PE + | 
, | +, And we ſhall ſoon ſee whether he had any Rea- 
" fon to peep down from Heaven, and tell Agqurzaz, 
"= Sexe Scrip/ifti ds me _ as they fooliſh! 
© "+68 | a ge =" 
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tell us our Savionr- did to: that | fame Angetical "W- 


S:. Chryſoftom againft the STAGE. i 


He .calls Stage-Plays, The Devils Solemnities WM 
or Pomps ; Satanical Fables, Diabolical Myſteries, W- 
bart] de the impure Food of Devils, *Helliſh Convennicles *. WM 
| . Devid & And tells his Hearers, © Thar if they continue 10 "I 
x. Col.g11. © go to Plays, he will never give over, but uſe a *: 
de verbs © ſharper Stile, and wound them deeper, till he "i. 
Iaie, Vidi© had pulld in pieces the Devil;ſh Theatre, that * 
Pan. Ho < rhe Aſſemblies of the Church might be purified ' 
ad. C. 3 . and cleanſed. ; ; 
" Tom. 5, In another place he ſays, © Every ' thing aQed * 
Col. 1471. © on the Stage is moſt Filthy and Obſcene, ' the "i 
7 © Wards,the Apparel,the Tonfure.the Geſtures.the *} 
. © Muſick, the. Glancings of the Eyes, nay. the ! 
+ Hom. 38, © very Subjett of the - Plays 4. - Whence they in- | 
in Matth. © fuſe ſo much -Laſcivouſneſs into the Minds of 
Top 3: the Audience, as if \ they conſpired together 
9+ 22% © to root all Modeſty our of their Hearts, and 
. * to drench them in pernicious Senſuality. ''Y 
In his Homiyof Saul and David, he writes thus, 
© Thar it is dangerous to go to Stage-Plays,becaule |. 
* it makes them compleat Adulterers ; withes he 
- *knew who they were, that left the Church 
© Yeſterday, and went to thoſe SpeQacles of Ini-' 
© quity, that he might Excommunicate them, they 
* having impudently defil'd themſelves with Adult 
©tery. And if fo be (fays he) you defire'to know 
* the kind of Adultery, I will not rehearſe my - 
_ * own Words, but the Words of him who is to ; 
# Matth, g, © Þ& our. Judge * : That Mar (faith he) who looks- i 
: 28.; #pon a Woman to luſt afier ber, hath committed 
* Adultery in his Heart. -If then a Woman ac- 
Z * cidentally paſſing the Street, and but carelteſsly MW 
A * drels'd doth frequently inſnare a Man, wry U | 
| * fingls i 


Y 8 


Þ + mide 
'W © the Faces of ; 
8 © upon them, ſoas to luſt after them? where there 


» a 
: 


* 


look,” with wha 
ely run to the Play-Houlſe, and fit there a 
day together, - with their Eyes fix*d on 
omen, ſay they have not-looked 


'Þ <arethe Enticements. of Lafcivious Words, who- 


F * riſh-Songs, painted Faces, and enticing-Drefles 
BF <to allure the Beholders. 
'M * there aft 


If here where 
| Pjalms and the Preaching of God's 
* Word, -Concupiſcence doth frequently creep in 


*like a: crafty Thief, how Ean thoſe who fir idle 


* in Play-houſes, where they neither ſee nor hear 
* any thing that is good, and where their Eyes 
*and Ears are beſet onevery fide, overcome their 


© Luſt? And if they cannor conquer ir, how. can 


| ke 


+ o/ 
4 


acquitted from the Charge of Adultery ? 
hers, hen how can thoſe -who are charge- 
"able -with this Crime, come to theſe Sacred 


* Aſſemblies, without Repenrance.s 
_.* If a Servant ſhould yu his Naſty and Louſy 
ipparel. amongſt his Maſters Rich and Coſtly - 


obes, would you bear with it patiently ? If he 
*\hould throw Dung into a Veſſel of Gold where 
* your Precious Ointments are kept, would you 
*not Cudgel him for it ? Shall we then be ſo care- 


' *fal of our Cloaths and our Veſſels, and put fo 


: 
T: 
J . 
P 


*low-a value upon our Souls: Tell me, how you 
*think God. can endure this, when there. is not 


SB <f much Difference between Ointment.and Dirt, 
_ *nor the Cloaths of Maſter and Seryant,as betwixt . 
 *the Grace of the Spirit and this perverſe Adtion? 


*Doſt thou not tremble whilſt thou beholdeſt this 
*Holy Table, where dreadful Myſteries are admi- 
*niſtred, with the {elf ſame Eyes that thou didft . 
-+behold the Bed on the Stage ; where the deteſt- 


* ableFables of Adultery are Atted, whilſt with 


"the-ſame Ears thou heareſt an Adulterer ſpeak- 
. Ing Obſcenely, avd a. Prophet and an 3-7 
Lg | * leading 
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t: confidence canthofe that. El 
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& $+. Chiyſoſtom gait Scage: M1 
thee into the Myſteries of the S Scrin 

« wh with the - ame Heart neil 

* deadly Poiſon, 'and this Holy Bleſſed SAcr, ar 

©ment ? 

< Are not theſe Plays the Subverſion of Life, < ; 


<Corruption of Manners, the DeftruQtion of Maui 


* age. the Cauſe of Wars,of Fightings and Brawlsih 
'< Houſes? When thou -returneft trom : the £ 


<more Diſſolute, Wanton and Effeminate; the ſigh s.- 
© of thy Wite will be leis pleafmg to- thee, lt 


©her be what ſhe will. hat do I ſpeak © 
© Witeor Family , when as afterward thog. 


- wilt be leſs willing to come to-Chnrch,- and” 


<wilt- hear a Sermon! of Modeſty and Chaitir 
© with Irkſomnels. 


<Wherefore I intreat you all to avoid. the nicks 
*ed Remembrances in  Stage-Plays, to draw 
© back- others from them. who have been ted unts 
* them; for whatever is there done, is.not De | 


<Hight or Recreation, but DeſtruRtion. 


© In his firſt Homily on P/alm 50. ſpeaking of 


F David, he ſaw Bath/heba(faith he) was wounded: 


ET Eye, andftruck with a Dart. Let thetn. 


take notice of this who. are mad upon Stape-? 


c Plays; where they may contemplate the Beauries, 


<Ler them obſerve this, who ſay they can look: 
* upon them without Hurt. David was wounded; 


© and are - go like to eſcape? he was overt ; 
*2nd can I truſt to your Strength ?- he thar had: 
5 {o much Grace was ſtruck through, and doſt thogy 
* deny that thou art wounded? ; 

In his ſeventeenth Homzy on Matthew 5. If oy . 
Right Eye offend thee , He writes thus, © Lev-them” 


© take notice of this, who the: Playhouſe 


*{o much, and defile- themſelves: almoſt daily 
5. with Adultery: How can they be defended: who ' 
© by their at Playhouſes, contract Acquain- ; 
s Dy with b La Perſons, that they ets 
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| into {0 great 


mpt, as thoſe Stage-Plays apd. the SpeQta-. 


ll i” bs there _ bangers: h have often oi 


ork much Nor from may £ þ of” 
þd EE: ayd Crowns which ro i - 


d to. come. But this is 4 rotten and deceit- 

: Whence canſt thou rea on dap there, 
[5d tay from. raſh Oaths, fiom rs 
cbiks ;Reviling and. Scofts which the Spectators 


'*throw upon one another ? 


*In his fixth Homily on. Matthew, he fays, God 
F never taught Men to Play, but the Devil : ; who 
* hath formed. Jeſts. and ays into an Art; that 
*by--theſe he might draw the Souldiers of Chriſt 
0 _—_—_ He hath erected Theatres in. Cities, 


ſed - thoſe Incentives of Lau and 
es Pears It is not the TG 


nee called. to an everlaſting Kingdom , to 


*Effeminate themſelves. with Delight , and ler 


*looſe the Reins to. loud. Laughter and De 


rifion, 
**for-thoſe whoi applaud the Writers. of Blaſphe- 
+ mous and Filthy Things, perſwade. them to. a&t 
{them ; He om Perſonates thoſe things, ok 
*not-fin ſo much as: thou. that comma 
*16: be: done... But thou. ſayeſt, this is only, roars 


[Bet comenittig Crime, but certainly thoſe. Men 
' deſerve 


v5 .£ St.-Chry a040y? ah Stage? 
aferve a'thouſand Deaths, who ate not-afrait 
that which all Laws do: moft firiftly 4 
« bid. Af Adultery be ' Evil in it-felf.. the fr 
"fp ron hwy Ads ab 
Yo Perfomats ers 
nor tow they render = 208 - 
nor now t cn raſan ent; ! i 
* there is nothing more | Filthy 'nor Laſcivic 2 | 
+ than og: Eye that can patiemly behold: 
"I his thirty eighth Homily on Matthew, | 
© anſwers the Queſtion : Whar then thall we ſhui 
hg Playhouſe? thus, Yea verily: Theſe Stag 
overturned, you ſhall not. overthraj 
: * the "Tron t Iniquity, and —_—_— all t 
and Miſchiefs of the City? Thou 1 | 
. ay ſhall we then pull down: t ra Sl 
ould to God they were pulled Sit yet IcomW- 
*mand you not to pull them down; ithe Mag i» | 
© cence of the Houſes may ſtand, andthe: 
< and Dancing ceaſe. Take at leaſt Example f 
© the Barbarians, who. have none of 'thof rage 
; "Plays. What Excuſe can you bring for. your ſelvg 
< who are regiſtred in Heaven, to be the Compe 
© ons .and Co-heirs with Angels *if you' be foundi{s! 
*worſe than the Barbarians in bo rr E whi wr ; 
* thou mayſt procure to thy fe 0 * yo 
elſewhere? for” when _ "ok refreſh - 
* Mind, thou mayeſt go into Gardens, behald runth 
© ing Rivers, contemplate great Lakes, :look' up apa [- 
< pleaſant Places, &c. thou haſt a Wife'and Chil '0 
© dren, thou aboundeſt in Friends,” all which't nay 
< afford thee Honeſt Delight and: Profit. 'Y 
©The Barbarians themſelves when n they hearth 2 
. © theſe Stage-Plays, uttered mg worth 
© of the greateſt Philoſophers; What ſay: theyt 
© have the Romans no Wives nor Children?- By 
© thou wilt ſay, theſe Playhouſes do no'Hurt. YEN 
m : verupny 


" $6, Chryſfoftom' againſt the ee” 99 4 
arily the - dog in that thou ſpendeft th 
"7 ly and-to no- purpoſe,” and gi cauſe 
of Sea idal to others. For though thou by For- 
6-and Sublimeneſs of Mind haſt eſcaped the 
7 te tion; yet by giving Example to others who 
er, thou haſt occahioned* their commit- 
7 it 
*þ Ha his ſeventy fourth Homily on Marthew, he 
> Many come to- Church to behold - the 
uties of Men and Women, do ye not there- 
: wonder that Thunderbolts are not darted 
on every fide ? but theſe things ye have. 
learmed from the unchaſt Theatre, that moſt con- 
-ay pus Plague, that unavoidable Snare of Idle 
bo ons. Such is the - accurſed Fruits of Stage- 
-not'only to make the Playhouſe, bur the 
Church of God aBrothel. 
la his fixty ninth Homily on that ſame Evange- 
be expreſſes bimſelf thus, < Where are thoſe 
who'fit daily in the Playhouſe to hear pernici- 
us Songs, and to ſee the Dances of the Devil. - 
muſt ſay unto you as St. Pax/ ſaid, As you 
h ve hitherto given tp your Members to ſerve Un:- 
[ fanmeſ, even ſo now give up your Members as 
wants of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs.. Let's 
jare «the Lives of the Harlors, and corrupt 
Men who fit togerher in the Fits and Boxes, 
- the Lite of thoſe Bleſſed ones, even as to 
pr of Pleaſure. We ſhall find the Differ 
to be as great betwixt the one and the 
other, as-betwixr the Songs of Angels and the 
on 1 x7 of Swing. wallowing in the Mire. 
peaks out of* the one, but the Devil 
3. -Out _ the other. From the Songs of 
a flame 6f Luſt doth yn” ſet-the 
$.on fire/; andas if the Sight and Face of 
Moman were not ſufficient to. inflame the 
-a_ have found outthe Plague of Volee 
| to0 3 


_ ſtore Dajan fa W. | 
*too 3, but by the Divine Praifes of Holy | 
_ any fuch Diſeaſe doth vex; the Mi 
< oon extinguiſhed. "\ 
In hjs z7th Homily to the People of Anil 
- where the Emperax Theodoſius had ſhut up} 
Play-houſe, he ſays, © Would to. Godjr ma 
© be opened again! Hence the W wt | 
{ nels Hood ent ico thc City ! Hence camet 
<who were Criminal in their Manners! But! 
© our City looks like a Beautiful,” Fair z nd. 
" deft Woman. Let us not then lament with 
- &minate Sorrow, as I have heard man ao 
* unto thee Amtioch ! What hath 
* And how art thou deprivd of Heinoat' p) 
* when thou ſhalt ſee Dancers, Players, Drinſ 
© Blaſi phemers, Swearers, Liars, then. make 
© of thoſe Expreſfions, Wo unto "thee, 0 0 
In his 62d Homily to that Penis by 
< Priſons are better than Play-houſes ; Bork | 
© the former there is Sorrow, Fear, Humiliry 


h be 


* but inthe latter, there is Laughtet, Wantonn 
licalPride, Prodigality, 2nce of Th 


< the Plotting of Adul the | of Fonllfl- 
* cation, the Examples © Lewdneſs, &* = 
__ are I by other Excellent Th 
to this purpoſe, inthis uent Fathers 
direfly againſt the Hogs In general ; but th 
enough and more than en to Comvithl 
Pariftan Doftor, __- Church of England +Drz 
of Miſtepreſenti Chrſe , when th 1 
He 'is only _— the [ ceſs] of the Shi 
' And1 have beenthe larger upon him, not only 
confute thatGroundlefs A aMfertion. butbecauſe 
Declamations againſt the Stage in thoſe Days.ld 
as if they were _ 11; the ng in ours? 
ſhall only add add on That he no wha 
range of TIE the Stage, but « f mull 
Over-turning it, as the Invenuy 


=... Tercullian againft the Stage. 6L 
£6: DEV1L, whice.be would never bave 
6, had he only thought the Exceſs of it - 


—. 1. 
o 
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Hs his Book of Speacles F, he tells us, © That 4 Cad. 4, 5, 
aze-plays afe the Pomps of the Devil, which 6. and 24. 
Fae reno onnce at Baptiſm, becauſe their Original | 
"md the Materials of which they are compoſed, 


& wholly patch'd up of Idolatry. He calls 
Play-houſes, The Devils Church and Temple *, * Cap.7.25 
and Tays t, We are commanded to put, far from | Cap- 17% 


# 


*ax all manner of Leno or . Wantonneſs ;, 
2 and by confequence are orbid the Theatre; 
2M* which is-2 private Conventicle of Lewdneſs, 
where nothing is approv'd., but what is dilappro- 
Syedevery where elſe,whoſe chiet Beauty or Grace 
Fconfilts for the moſt part in Obſcenity, which 
the Stage-Player AQts, and is repreſented by Fe- 
4m les, who have abandoned the Modeſty of 
their. Sex. Nay, the very Stews themſelves the 
"*Bacrifices of Publick Luſt, are brought forth on 
'Fthe Stage, and thar which is yet worſe, in the 
Erreſence of Women, and Perſons of all Ages and 
*Deprees, where the Place, the Hire, and the In- 
Scentives to them are repreſented to thols that 
havenoneed of ſuch Tentations. Let the Senate - 
Lhe aſhamed ! Ler all ranks 'of People bluſh at 
q{this! If all Uncleanneſs ought: to be 
{Fel in Execration by us, can it be lawful for 
2850 hear thoſe Things, which it is unla to 


_oapeak, and fſeging we know that all ſcurrilous 
Language and \ Vain Words, - are crnjenrd2y 


b. 


re 


things, which 'it 4s unlawful to Ad? 
lng: Hs wick pollate a Man when uttered 

F 'his outh, muſt they not pollute him, w 
* they enter into his Soul, with his own” conf 


' * *by his Eyes and Ears ? "Thou art therefore & 
* manded to abſtain from the Stage: when 3 


* art forbid to be Unclean. 4 

bra Fenn. dank Ry a 
welghty ments againſt the LIheatre, dedut 
from Scripture Conſequences, that we ma E, 


. . wonder at the heighr of thoſe: Cl 


+ De fo 
4 c.18, 


ſurance,' who aſſert that thisFather is: rogh. ag 


the” Exceſs of the Stage, and that it "is: not 'i 


bidden by Scripture becauſe not expreſſed I 


Name. 


In another place, he ſays, © That Tragedics a i 


© Comedies are: the Augmenters of Watt 
* Luſt, Bloody,Laſcivious, Impious and Waſtet 
- * © They defile the Eye and Ear with Unclean 


Uitticw. ipthe tak *Plyhous, The Chop will 
be ; 


Account he calls \Playhouſes, 
* Venus; The Hoxſes of -Leachery, and Com 2s 
* cles of Incontinence *, and informs us, That 


T the Chriſtians in the Primitive Church had i 
<S * terly left off frequenting the SH 


. <in the Sight of God, 'that none-of thoſe pro Y 
* depurted. __ . Plays,are xray 2: unto Gal 


He tells us likewiſe *, © That Stage-Play 
* the Souls of the SpeRtators to appear Fol 


© or min vants of auſe the 


© were all i ved for e Devil, and-furni , 


<« out of his Treaſury, for every thing that is 


< of God, or diſpleafing unto him, --is-of t 


* Devil. Stage-plays are the Pomp of 
« Devil, againſt which we have =I 


: * Baptiſin. That therefore which we renount : 
© we .ought not to partake of neither in Des 
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who o throws off the Badge by which Fe hon 
be known aki ap .hope. then is there of ſuch 
M: an? Th exe's:no : Man runs over to; the -Ene- 
| 'F mp ie he faſt throws away vie Aenp, 
plake es his Colours, and the Allegiance of his 

Ince, and reſolves, to run the ſame bead 
x inemies Will he think ex arnefiiy of Gol thang, 
"x e there is nothing at all of God tobe heard? 
vil be choral learn Chaſtity who admires 
E £$ layers? will be remember the: Exhor- 
ations of the Prophets, amidft the Exclamations 
*of the T ins ? will he think ypon Tidias 
in of Effeminate Songs ? — he 
i of a En Nature, who delightsin 


£ Doſt - thou doubt but- at that y Moment 
1 Sis thou art in the Church of yay Monen 
| h ie. gs look down from. Heaven, and MN 
F. _ . notice: -of every [one there: preſent, :ob- - + 
g who he is that ſpeaks Blaſphemy, who . 
-hears-it, and who they are that lend - - 
prom and: Tongues to [the Devil?.. Wilt 
- not: therefore flie -thoſe Seats of the _e 
hs of Chriſt, thar Peſtilential Chair ; , on 90d 
Air over the wth which is cfiled 
FTE | T1b.caye28, 
Je. tells. us. ppg more. + ©Ebat:ithe 227: 
ws ptute. hath forbidden Plays and: Inter- 
lads, under the Prohibition of Lewdneſs and 
Salcivioulnes; and that tho Texts which: con- 
Bos emn - 


* Ib, C, 17» ing and Behold 

This I hope is diene to "uncalinti 
Reader, that Teriwlian was'againſt . 4 ; 
Plays and Interludes, inot-only upentheAccaun 
of iho Kaceſs or Abuld of the,” bit but allo ICCAY 
- pps py rw —_— 

and comrary: to'Seripture «2 

the Parifizn and Engliſh b& 
in cheir Preface x0 Beauty in Diftr | 


Se. Cyprian again he STAGE: - 4 
The next that ehey hey quote Rane tb 
utel awry wen. 


they: ſay > doch wot abi 
Conlier; but only thoſe OR 
*Beauty in rhe after the Manuel of the 


Diſtreſs. 
18 alſerted-by the: be Pon 
a : eine Bodies ler St. Cyprian 


PRs Mk Farher in his E art; writes thus & 
Epift. 10. orig ___ ez-*'T who til 
Excratio. © goes 60 os Run | 
© not Sor ab InftraBhor but Deſtroyer .of Youth $4 
« which he hath wickedly learned himſelf ht 
© teaches others; and re he writes to & 
* 21%5, That he ought not to- be received into Con 
ore, OS That it was neither: confi ſent | 
of God, nor the Dilciplic 
© the Chaſtiry and Honour © 
© the Church ould be defiled with oY 
- Infamous and filthy Contagion, Had St. .Cyp! 


'Y i place by nells-'us, k That Thearre 

Þ the Seats of Lndeamnels* the Ma of 

Oh. icenity ; oem gpnn" thoſe Sins in k, 
pry more eafily commit them i in 

* What then hath: a hriſtian to do- there ? 

's he, to whom it is not ſo much as lawful 

| any Vice, ſhould 'he delight him- 

elf ſe vas wv ore of Luſt, that lay- 

"ang 4 odefty, he- may - be the more 

bis bold-to commit the Crimes themſelves : - He 

$:ro Att thoſe Crimes, who accuſtoms him- | 


by elf eo for them. 


| TR: Thoſe common Strumpets, whoſe Misfortunes 
yy 3 them to the Slavery of the pub- 
"KC conceal the place; and comfort 
6: :mſclves with this, that their Diſgrace i is ated 
Har -and - thoſe who have ex 
their Chaſtity to-ſale, are aſhamed to be ſeen in 
gon iba thisopen Wickedneſs of the Stage, 
. afh I&d-in the View of all Men, where the - Im- 
$4 on dence of common Proftitutes is ſurpalled. -- 
eeefore it is utterly unlawful for: good 
Pros kriftians:to be preſent at thoſe Plays, becauſe 
L- e100 accaſtom our ſlves to the Practice of 
» Wickednefs which we hear and ſee : For 
the Minds of Men are cafily induc'd to 
e Vices:of - their own accord : What will 
they nor, when rs _ unchaſt Examples 
»f Body and Nature 
12s to.Tragedy. He tell us, -* That it is 
poans part to relate to us in Verſe, the 
Goof the Antients: The Horror of an- 


6 At faſt came _ B.. 
© Play, xerurns unchaſt from th 
« a foul Corruption of nn 4 
© ment is it, to xeproachful. Aftions? - 
© Fuel of Vice is it, to; be polluted witl 
© nical Geſtures, and to ſee filthy Inceſt elaboraws 
< FE: - 4Alad, as againſt the. very Law. and Ri bt of:N 


F De habits , p, 
V irgin. 


pag. 242. © habla : : 
© bid, -that to-be beheld, /which it hath £0 5 
© he afted, and hath condemned. all thoſe ki a " 
: Spattagles ;- When. i condemneth.. 4 
other of all Plays, and which ch gore Bi 
< thoſe Monſters. of Lightneſs 
© that it might ae Charles Chaiſtians to as 
© flatters them with the Pleaſures of the. 
© Ears. Romulus at firſt. did- conſexrats 3 
« Plays to Con, as the God of ( 
'© the os omen that were: t0 
< and whatever elſe there is io age 
* either afteQs the Eyes: or. plc 
© its Original be wed- into, 


ie a Ho#e5 Idol ora Devil for Its Founder, 


F- | Latin in the ST AGE | 
hon omit quote Leto 


Daoleaune. What. is it' that YO 
n and Virgins may not be tempted to do? 


il ie < ch ingactl withouta _—_ 
: beheld by all: forts 'of mo 
by taught what they ma 
rat: and have their Laſts inflam'd ; Which 
S moſt readily {er on fire by beholding- ſuch 
approve them whilſt: they laugh 
aa chem, » return more corrupt to their Cham: 
| by tho& Vices, which adhere to them. 
ag "heh olt Shows and Stage-Plays are wholly 
E "be avoided , 1eft'Vice ſhould rake Poſleſſion of 
— frog whichought:to/be calm and quiet, 
Aeſt-our accuftoming our ſelves to Pleaſures 
| -penderus effeminate, and turn us away 
"from: God and good Works. © Thoſe Enterludes 
_ 7 becauſe they are the'greareft Provo- 
- >Fanlves No cg a and: have a mighty Influenceto 
a6] IE Men, __ ro be _ gf 
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ie + $7 £165: tt * 154: 43/3 ol 
The ſame Author fays Gwheie, <Whart-is 
k Dive: Playhouſe? is it any thing: -Holier: +than* tl 
Epitome, * Sword-Plays; when a Comedy treats: of R 
cap.6. * and Amours, and Tragedy :of Inceſts and 
< ders Is not then. a Player-the core rup 
«© tion of Diſcipline, ſhould- thoſe Youn 
* thoſe things, -whoſe \Youth ,\\whid 
$ ought to be reſtrained and govern'd; is in iſt tra X 
| 5 ed: to commit Sin and Wickedneſs.by the —_ 
* preſentations =—— . Therefore we: q 
*-fly-from all Plays, that we may. . 7 
5 of Mind : Thoſe 'deftruftrve Pleaſures pre 
* renounced, Eſt being delighted with their 
* lential Sweetnels; we ſhould Gary 
; --ths Inares of Death. 


Salvian againſt the ST A G E. 


h 7] 


Then as to' Satvian Biſhop of Marcell, 


bs. of Plays is thus delivered by himſelf t [ 
+ De Gu- « RgePige there's a certain Apoſtacy 'f 


bernarione -< the Faith ;, for at t Bape in we renounce the-De- | 
p. 193, ws vil, his Pomps, his SpeQtacles and Works —-,” 
'* How is it then O Chriſtian! that thoii doſt fol- 

< low Stage-Plays after Baptiſm?: thou haft-once 

* renounced - the Devil, and by-:this: thou muſt 

© needs know, that thou: doſt \ to k + 

© when thou returneſt to the S Lith) 
*B,p.r8s, He tells us in anothey CE «Sack 431i; Ns 

186-< are ated at Plays an tres, as-cannot þ 

* thought of,” and much leſs urtered/:withour-"de-" 

$ * filement: For _ View e their ven [ 

©-parts in us, as houghts Vis L 

* unchaſt | Sights poſieſs the: Dh, es cked : 

$ Speeches ay hold on the _ ſo thar » hen 


| Pp ' Los 
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LL] "Y the Stage, E E. 
ſe-doth -Offend;- the other may be 
f Blame But at the S "they all be- 
Fi, r js the Mind Ihared mithLaſt, 
F: Avrich: Hearing, and the Eyes with Seeing. 
tho Dd without breaking the Rules: of Modeſty, 
6 utter thoſe Imitations of lewd Things, thoſe 
2: Motions and luſtful -Geſtures that are 
, theextraordinary finfulneſs of which; 
| 'd from this, that they cannot laws 
bly te 5 arm — - , All other Crimes pol- 
only, and not the SpeQators and 
_— a Man may hear a Blaſphemer, 
not-partake of-his Sacriledge, becauſe he 
3.in his 'Miyd: A Man may ſee a Rob. 
| ery and not- be guilty, becauſe bo abhors the 
Fadt:: But the: Pollution of the Theatre» and - 
* Sta gePlays are _ -= —_ o_ - Co 
a Spegtators ually Guilty ; for whilſt th 
? ingly look «7 and 'by that means ap N 
tt they become AQors themſelves b = : 
7 A Try ng ſo that'this ſaying of the ! 
4 rms be A 0. applied to them, That _ Lb 
E: Deat 


who commet ſuch things are worthy 
; 72 the they fo that take. Pleaſure mn me frown d 
= = _ _ antient —_— That 
: ys pottu eir $0 epraved their 
E ptovoked God and onde theirSavi 


our, diſhonoured their Chriſtian Profeſſion, and 

' :drew-down Gods Judgments on their State, then 
E - miſerably waſted by. the Goths -and Vandals; 
'Y therefore he adviſes! them eternally to abandon 
; E _ which would brin theſ Souls, their 

-< s:their:Church & their State to utter Ruine. 
: phe Dhis "is ſo. full-a Proof of his being againſt 
T co and 'thoſe too not pol- 
Kolatries, but -when Church 

ate: were both Chriſtian that certainly 

ir Doors can never quote Satvian any more m” 


| * purpoſe, 


alſo hs COUNCIL $5F 
ſelves. , 
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"Con. 67; , Sa 0+ 
| —_ of les held at Nark J FX 
about the Year of - our Lord 314. in wal - 
cam her Great, ordered, That -all Stage-'? 
ers be 

* Can. 5, the Goal ho Eacommmenicnet, _ —_ wy 

| Council of Arle King, 2 
85 Can. 5, held Anno 326. Enid the let. ie <2 
The Council of Laodicea in 


Afia were preſent,  Enated 
4 Can, 20, ſhould be preſent at any et Thar 
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he Counci of Hippo, ek Ages: and the 7m. 15 ; 
al of  Crrbagel Africabeld Ar.; 99.where- and 35. 
\F luftin was a |. ma: hey are 
Laity the uſe of Stage ; but ordered 
' Aa be re-admitred into oP hurch upon Re- 
Sx F T Can. 17, 
, 'Councit of Carthage, held Az. 401. En. and 35. 
I, That thoſe who were newly Ba or 
%'w, ſhould abſtain from Stage-Plays, and 
gre Wm tt Ro who 1 . n any ſotemn Feſtivat omitted 
| : Men the Church , and reſorted to 
$ [2g : Pla ould be Excommunicated®. 9 Can, 68, 
bY "7 Guncil of Africaheld 4. 408. decreed, and 88. 
bat Reconciliation with the Church, ſhould nor 
*ſ Is denied to Stage-Players' and Common-AQors, 
Uk Js Gſe .of Repentance,, and. abandoni their , 
i rofeffions *. - Stage-Play S ate. again the Can. 12. 
"Cor andments of God *: "And that Stage-Play- * Can. 28. 
pate not; be admitted as Evidences again \ 
eFerſon, but 1 in their Cauſes. = . 3 Can. 95, 
e Council of Cart aze, held 47.4 15.*4c- 
d-alt Te eb rs to 'be infamous- -Perfons, 
ble of | bearing Evidence «, +: ©: +. Can, 2. 
Ct le. held an 680. 


O 


s Can. 8. 
The 2d Council of Nie. held zbout 78a FE OR 
mA RY, Stag: Play the th Oecumemncal Conntil, 
rb lays, #$ being accurſed-by the Pro: . 
3% Cap 5. x IT, 12. And forbid by the * Can, 22, 
i A IO. 
Sos of bY} held in the time - 
, Ar. $5 forbad to frequent'St 


to oack others t rf 
n i. > '7 Can. Ne 7. 


iy 


Fe. 7 


"Whie" Council of wo held An. Fs © .: 
Comedies to be Aftted in Nunneries, for thow 
they confiſted of Sacred and Pious Subjes,-1 
can notwithſtanding: leave little good, bur:my 
burt.in the: Minds of holy Virgins, who behg 
and admiize the External Geftiires, therefore ty 
. forbad the Adting .Mo 3,4 
that Virgins ſhould be Spefta [ 

TheCouncil of Mz/an held, Az. 1560. inth 
Chapter...concerning the Stage and the Dice, - a 
ls flooes, | han ono =—— | 

ayers, Tum ers E 
and ro puniſh ſuch Publick Houſes as enterta 


Thus wefind Synods,Antient and Modern, and 


ſome of .them, during the very Darkneſs 

_ pay, exprelly condemning the Stage, and that of 

the Council of Cologn is very remarkable, which 
forbids. Virgins the lecing of Comedies, -tho' thei 

- Subject be Sacred and Pious, . becauſe of the. þ 

Impreſſions. which. the External Geſture | 7 


lea upog their Minds... 
Council of Trent declared; ſola 


again 8 Sta cus Re as to forbid Them, 9. he: 
* Sefl. 24 Clergy hen what a ſhame is. it ; that 
oo _—_ Church je England, ſhould not only. be ſo. zemi 
'E 275: in declaring againſt the Stage, | but, that: any 6 
her Clergy ſhould appear to defend-it,” ps 
Dr. does, who ſent the Letter to | Hani 
prefix to his Beawty in Diſtreſs. - And: much more; 
that any. of them ſhould. - Authors: tq-'\ 
' Plays tor the Stage, as Zaſper Main, and ott by 
of: a Tagen date, as the Authen of the Innocent Ines 
= F peftors, 8. ; 


$ / ” \ x60 


* mat! m 's 


- 


nd an bo lawful XEOE hoe” 
F of eſent 'at any | oe? les, 
| bes Taree! udes, or any other ſac Y-ry el- 
the rin publick or private; conſidering that rhey 
bs Nav iy afeogys been oppo 2d. "condemned" and ſup-. 
Swvelſed in and by the wreh, as bringing along 


2 Te; 5 ok 


þ them the Corruption of good Manners. pe. The 


| thinks onght 'to have' more Pg Di | 
| vie. - and his Church of d Divine; 


th in the Letter of a Popiſh DoQor 697 hand 
Fo Hall inf no further on the Defence of the 


"by the Prefacer 'to Beauty in Diſtreſs, 
: be | have already touch'd belt his be 44 ,t 
br; wments. As for his Hints of other things, be-. 
ing'c ondemned by thoſe Fathers and Councils, 
— ch are now: generally held to be Innocent, they 
emer trifles: No Proteſtant ever held, that er 
t * Men or Councils wor Infallible : But the 
A : ru _ ments here adduced, ” thoſe Fathers and 
; againſt the Stage, ing founded upon 
Ea ES, jen pF to direCt us inour 
as to this Matter 
c Ar ro Parifian DoQor thinks it a migh- 
2nt for" the Stage, That Biſhops, Cardi- 
 Nuricios make*no Scruple to be preſent 
| Pla js *,' though the ſame hath been forbid Dies "” 
Maron: Mr. Motteux or his Church yu. 2 q 
Eng and Divine, may acquaint him it they” 
ol 5 Thar the C uneil 0 nn. held by 
- © Red 
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Re? hey Y | a 
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CAP. VEIL 


7 2 þ of Hops og apinſ the 


ome next to conſider the Arguments or 
Book, call'd, A Defence of Dramatick Poet 
; Review of Ms: Collier; and muſt in th 


£ ret old declare 
ious emerges, ets wy Kron a + ey 


Feuferance of the Theatre, be 6 fatally d&- 
-4 Irve to Morality, Verrue and Re 1100 as My. 
r bas endeavoured to render i t, % has more 
zd the Pulpit than the Stage ; and that this 
ſal Silence 4 the whole Clergy muſt _— 
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RN bs EDS MEDL OE. 
moug oe to ved 

© more Miichief than Aigner If.” or our 1 
* Atheiſtical. Clubs,. to the Forth. and Mora 

© the Nation-+ Moral Wenepuny (x08 oY 
< to be. in their. own N4ture, ” not only Inns X 
< but eva uſeful as well as pleaſant z but wha 
©this to thoſe which have no Morals or Mora 
© 2tall inthem, and'whichare. the moſt Immg 


_ ©'Things in the World, which the more any gd 


* Man is. acquainted with. therp, the leſs he ng 
*tH1 like them, and at which. Modeſt Heatt 
< would - bluſh to-. be If. we ever ho 
p * for an entire Reformation 01 ( 
WC and our .Theatres muſt haye. their hy 1 
ith as much Reaſon may we ZH 
: « Gr Modern Plays. and gn a5 dls J 
©Zealous Fathers. againſt the Pager; Speitas 
*and as juſtly rank theſe, as they di l ti 
© among thoſe Pomps and Vanities, of. th 
*-World, which; our Oe obli 
he Temple of God with hols wit ce 
© the Temple o with Ido 
© minable "Myſteries of = which gut 


bs. 


or a” | 
Pay baſs wikis” (ho had yo 
| wy Yer carried out ' dead ou, If 
me would do'this, who pretended 5 in his 
br Senſes.” What excuſe can be made for 
of E ho do worſe, and are themſelves fre- 
iy on, as well as ſuffer others ro be 
lace which is fo nearly allied to 
£ "hich Solbmor deſcribes, Whoſe Houſe 75 
oy 70 Hell, and her*Gares lead down to the 
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Epiſtles, apres with the former in condem-.. 
Stapge-Plays: Of he ſame Mind is Doftor. 

Ws'in his ovetthrow ofStage-Plays, DoQtor , 
Wh, Doftor Williams, Dottor Elton and Mr. . 
For the ſeventh Commandment. - Dottor . 
Wks in this Rebearſe! Sermon, at Paul's Crols, . 
-/ 25 opens ns 
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April 2.” 1579. Doftor Whites 

—_— 24; 1615. Dr. Bojd of the * n Wa 

2595: and as tnany more Doftors., 70 

to triaks up a Convocation ;;. $3 & It 

prolly os the  Divines $0 eng; th 

Days, were fat Pom eg Me ay mY ” 
= are 55.7 We in the Preface to- the : Fe. | 
ml third Blaft of Retreat Yom Plays and Theatre p 

Printed 111580. © Thar many Godly Minife 

©did froth Daſcto _ in all Places of great 

$Refort, denounce the Ve ngeance of God 7 

*41t fich be they high or low, that Favoun 

<Pl Thearres, of Plays. . 

. Northbrook a learned Divine, ih his Tw 
tiſe againſt Vain Plays and Enterludes : Print 
by Authority in 1579. fays, That to ky 

nd Ut -onlcjence plainly, and in the fear 
layers and Pla ays S Are not tollerably, 
<*tv bogs. ut ed. in ary Commonwealth 3 


I, ates fn a ” 


*orinbg both the Minds and the Mana w D 
© of the Spettators. - 
There's one Book mow, ynrit in thoſe times 3 +l - 
_ the Stage, that, I cannot omit, becaulklf « 
the Laguna of of its Title, vis. burdlfl © 
E evil Men: and Women, whereof Lacifee i is. ily 
© Head, and Players and Play-haunters, | the Nor i & 
© bers. - And in 1625. 4 freatiſe againſt © 
Plays was dedicated to the Parliament; from . 
which it will appear, that the Author of th | 
fence of Drimnatick Poetry, ſpoke without Bookgl 
when he faid, Mr. Colher, was, the om NeY | 
ared from the Preſs or Pl age F- = 
- and thar the preſent Di 
who have betraid the Cauſe b / theit | 
encouraged rhe Stage by their Pens and Prafll in 
cothie not ſhort of their Akaplons bur a s 
eetty -opÞofite to thetk.”, _ -. »: ima:17 111146. 


No Bk the Occaſion of much Sin and V 


it the Divines alone,who in thoſe days 
the, Theatre: But Poets of their own,” 
= wrOebrey with remorſe for writing to 
- turn'd their Pens againſt it, and made 
overies WA its Lewdnels, as'no other 


"Gap. IX. 


E: 71 ; Stage Conde yer Hnatomized by 
Ws - -..., . Play-Poers, 


Firſt we ſhall name is Mr. Szephex 
Goſon, formerly a Stage-Poet, for which 
he ſays himſelf, in the Epiltle to his 

nf Abuſe: Þ :. Printed by Aunhority, and dedi- 


ted: tro Sir Philzp Sidney, in 157S. © Thar his 

$ had ad hea many Tears of Sorrow, and his 

had fiveat many drops of Blood, when be 

kN - © remembrec xd Stage-Plays, to which he was once 

i 6 Ky Neha Stage-Poet i in the Book juſt now 
{ ie oned; -'and in another called, Hs Plays 
| "hor « Printed in 1581. and Dedicarod to 

_ PA as Wallngban, writes to this Effeft; © I will 

Pt ou-fays he what I ſaw, and inform you 

| read of Plays, Ovid ſaid, That Romulus 

built Iz cv a =  HorleFair wahic a. wo 

4 rump UP £44F'S tO 

p omen 'together,that every one of his Sogldiers 

Mig i coke where'the lik'd, a ſnatch for his 

D Jt would ſcem that the: Abuſe of ſuch 

Sas 1 great, that for any chaſt Liver to 

them wasa black Swan, ahd a white Crow. 

H 2 Dion 
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35 « Dion ſo ſtraidly forbit tf 


© Rome, and Gentlewomen: us n 
© and Honour to c6me” to 'Thearres, :4nd rebukes' 
© them ſo ſharply when' he takes "ther Nappi: 
* thar if they be but” once ſeen there} he judgeth "YN 
*it ſufficient cauſe 'to ſpeak {1 of them," and'to 
«© think worſe. The Shadow: ofa Kitws: owed bet : © 
< honeſt Man,the Scent of a Stews'an honeſt Ma-” $ 
© tron, and the Shew of Theatres a meer SpeQa: 
© tor. Cooks don't ſhew more Art in their 'Jan- 
*kets to vanquiſh the Taſte, nor Painters in Shad-® | 
© dow to allure theEye, than'Poets in Theatres to * 
* wound the Conſcience? there ſet they abroach + - 
« ſtrange Conforts of: Melody: to tickle-tlie Ear,, 
© coſtly Apparel to Hflatter the. Sight, Foachan)” 
© Geſtures to raviſh*the Senſe, and wanton Speck 
© to whet inordinate Luſt ; theſe by the privy En- © 
© tries of the Ear = down into'the Heaft, and: 
* with Gunſhor of AﬀeCtion gall the Mind. *Do. 
© mitian ſuffered Playing and Dancing {© long 1 R? 
©'Theatres, that Paris debauched his Domitia;and ©. 
© Menſter did thie like by Meſſelo. Ovid inhis N 
« Arte Amandi,chargeth his Pilgrims to keep-eloſt | 
« to the Saints whom they ſerve, and to few tir» 3 
© double Diligence, to lift the Gentlewomens Robes © 
* from the Ground, to prevent their ſoyling 1 , the 
* Duſt, to ſweep Moats from their Kirtles, to 4, 
© their Fingers} in Ure, to lay their Hanids at their . 
© Backs for an eaſie ſtay, to praiſe 'that which th 
* commend, to preſentthem Pomegranates to i 
* as they fit, and when all is over to watt oft _ 
8 e mannerly to their Houſes: - 
In our Playhoufes at London, you ſhall fee: FO. Y 
© heaving and ſhoving, ſuch itching i | 
©to fit by Women, ſuch care'for _—W S- 


< that Ns be not trod on, ſuch' MEE : z 
* that no Chipslight in the, ſichPillows Dong + 7 
© Backs that Ny take no bort, Tach EL | 


= 22" and Anat 
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+ £.13.th Ears, don't, know. what, ſuch giving 
them. Pippins to, pas the time, ſuch playing at 

# Foot-Saunt.. without Cards, , ſuch ticking, ſich 
$15 DY0B, ſuch, ſmiling, ſuch _ winking, and fuch 
* manning them Home when the Sports are ended, 


Q. 
© 


*that it is a perfeQ Comedy to mark their Bcha- 


Fs of 


gw? 


viour, and is as good as a Courſe at the Game it 
* ſelf to dogg. them. little, or to follow aloof by 
* the print of their Feet, and ſo diſcover by ſlot 
= *© where the Deer taketh ſoil. If this were as 
+ well noted as it is ill ſeen, or as openly puniſhed 
2B < as ſecretly praQtiſed, I have no doubt but the 
 B _< Cauſe would be ſeared to drie up the EffteRt, and 
-& © *thoſe pretty. Rabbets ferreted from their Bur- 


wu 81 "For they that. lack Cuſtomers all the We2!: 
* either becauſe their haunt is unknown, or the 
- * Conſtables and Officers watch them ſo narrowly, 
= © *thar they dare not queatch,to celebrate the Sab, 
"BY < bath, flock to Theatres and there keep a general 

* < Market of Baudry. Not that any filthineſs in- 
B + deed is committed within the compaſs of that 
-B < Ground, as was done is Rome ; but that every 
8 < Wanton and tus Paramour,every Man & his Mi- 
JT  <ftrifs, every Fack andhis Fear, every Knave and 
-. © his-Quean, are there firſt acquainted, and chea- 
_ © pen:the Merchandiſe in that place,, which they 
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| Py £f pay forelſewhere, greg: can agree. I deſign 
'- * not to ſhew you, all that I ſaw; . nor half thac I 
= *haye heard of thoſe Abuſes, leſt you ſhould 


s 
4 Judge: me.moxe.willing to teach than to forbid 


--The next is. the Author. of, The Third Blaſt of 

* Retreat from Plays and Theatres, who had for- 
© merly been a Stage-Poet, but tells us he renounc'd 
_ thatwicked Profeftion, 22 being Incompatible with 
-Chriſtian Religion, or his own Salvation. He 


"© he 
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onie't by Play-Poets. tot 


Opinion of Plays thus*, © That they _ P4344 | 
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«© wealth, becauſe ga imma | pa Way it 
*Religion, Allurements unto ortup ak of 


_< into ron and a rv affones. GE Þ 
<Snto Diſorder. eſe are bitter "and" = 
© hainous Expreſſions you will fay, no doubt; Tu ; 
* they are nothing fo bitter as the Cauſe requireth. 'F 
© It wereill to paint the Devil like an Fogel, log he | 

© muſt bedrawnas he is, that he thay be 

* ter KNOWN ——— Therefore that bites 

© ſhould not be deceived with that re REY 

© have been deceived my ſelf, I thought it 

© Duty to expoſe the Abuſe 'of the Plays an 

* Adtors both, rhar every Man might refrain From) | 

© their Wickednefs, and thar the 2 being 
< informed of ir, might take effeQtual Methods. 
© utrerly to ſuppreſs them ; for if th q gh bn 
< permitted ro make Sale of Sin, we th 
© the Vengeance . of God upo! our'! Hedds, 

* bring the Nation to Confufton. « 

*T ſpeak of Plays from thy own rin | 
© may be affirmed by Hundreds more, who | | 
« thoſe Marters as well as ty. RIFE —— Jos | 

© Citizens Wives, upon whom God hath taid his }- 

, ; age for ah Fxample to othets; have confeſſed 7 

cir Death-bed with Tears, that 'at” the Z 

$, tacles they have recelv'd ſuch Infedtion* 2 
*of honeſt Women inade then light Hubei :1 
Ey then they .have Bononred the Veſſels of 
olineſs br their Husbands "pt, 

$ "Hal dren in Quieſtiod, 'thetr Bott mM 

* Akin, and. their Bots WON torr: 


ſt be ownrd, 8 BY this i is an ear Charge 
he Stags, nor. can the Truth of it be _que-. 
ioned, ſeeing it comes from the Hand of a pe- 
nitent Stage-Poet, who delivers it as his. own 
[ þ al a.Knowledge, but if his Teſtimony and that 
of Mr. Gofſer before exhibited be not enough z 
Patrons of the Stage may be pleaſed to con- 
a their Evidence is confirmed by Biſhop 
1 Be wfon On the VIL Commandment and Dr, 
2 Ls or, in his Speculum Bell; Sacri. 


2 > But to-xeturn to our Author, he goes on thus, 


mM "*©The repair of ſuch as are honeſt to thoſe 

"i * Places of , Evil Reſort, makes their own Good 

ie. to. be called in Queſtion ; for that Place 

-* breeds Suſpicion as well of the Good as the 

" <Bad; for who can ſee a Man or a Woman Re- 

" Þ *forttoan Houle that is notoriouſly Wicked, but 

7 *will judge them to be of the Crew of the Un- 

'' godly. The honeſteſt Woman is the ſooneſt 

2 + 2Eault wy and hath ſuch Snares laid to entrap 

Y her, as it God affiſt her not, ſhe muſt needs be 

& / *raken, Fren I gave my lf firſt toobſerve the 

" F © Abuſe of Common-plays, I found my Heartſore 

-<*im with Sorrow ; Sin did there. fo much 

-*abound, and was ſo openly committed, that 1 

| A when God in his Juſtice . and Wrath 

F < would haye preſently confounded the Beholders. 

| HS af Thearre I found to' be an appointed Place of 

audry :. mine own Ears have heard honeſt Wo- 

ard with aborinable Speeches. Some- 

nes 1. have ſeen two Knaves at once impor- 

"nn —— Farr A _ 

L to ui of man ere 

pr on rome Soo: "Married 

1 l ed for Mein an ol Cn _ 
| ag or Meeting and Conference, - 

IF "i When 


- * When I og, notice p thoſe Abuſes, 
+.thar-the Theatre was, become Satan's. ot net 
< Houſe, I reſolved never to imploy my Fe 1 oY 

« vile a Pu poſe,nor to be an In of gather 
*ing the Wicked together.- It may;pe 
+ haps be- ſaid; I'am toolaviſh of my Din r 
* and thatwhar I have now faid might have. be 
+ forborn ; bur he that difſembles Dn, 
+ Traitor to God, and as guilty of the Otfene! 

© as the Offenders themſelves. Since therefo 4 
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{ the Cauſe is Gods, I dare put my felf forth w 


* be an Advocate againſt Satan'to the rooting out 
* of Sin. Are not our Eyes at Plays carried away: 
$ with Pride. and Vanity, our Ears abus'd with 
* Amorous and Filthy iſcourſe, our ' Tongue: 
* imployed in Blaſpheming God or commendm| ; 
* that -which is Wicked ? Are not our ' Neath WF: 
5. through the Pleaſure of the Fleſh, the Deli ht of 7 
* the Eye, and the fond Morions of the Mind, Þ 
* withdrawn” from the Service of God, and the 
© Meditation of his Goodneſs. —- Thete's- F 
F * Zealous Heart-but muſt needs bleed to ſee how I} 
* many Chriſtian Souls are there ſwallow'd-up ip 
* the _ of Deviliſh Impudence. Who Þ 
* ſoever ſhall viſit the Chappel of Satan [I mean ©} 
* the Theatre] ihall find there no want of / young 
*Ruffians, nor lack of 'Harlots, utterly void- of Y: 
. + Shame; © who by their Wanton Geſtures and z 
n * Shameleſs Behaviour diſcover whar they ar 
'Let: Magiſtrates aſſure themſelves 
: yooms withour ſpeedy Redrefs all things will grow 
* ſo- much out. of order that | they: will -be palt F 
* remedy. - Our . foung Men are thereby" 1 made 
£ Sharcleſs, Stubborn and Impudent.- Tell 'them BY 
* of. Scripture, they will turn it'into-  Riſicuiaiy | 
* Rehuke them” for ny the Sabbath, they 
| will call jou; a Menca gart 
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| He char is kerry diſpoſed, halt dowd 
| Ie rſons enough in the Play-houſe ro withdraw 
him from 'Vertue by Promiſes of Pleaſure and 
aſtime. The The Play-houſe is the School of Satan, 
Glapet e of ill Council, where he ſhall ſee 
4 * Ereuc of Iniquity and Looſheſs ; 3 fo great 
1 *Outrage 'and Scope of Sin, that it is a wonder 
| ; if f he return not cither wounded in Conſcience 
& or changed in Life. I would wiſh thereforeall 
(5 7 flaſters to withdraw themſelves and their Ser- 
| ova vatts from ſuch Afemblies. Youth needs not 
—®ek after Schoolmaſters, they can learn Evil too 
: #2 aſt of rhetnſelves. 'Man young Men of ho- 
LSneft Natures and traftable Diſpoſitions , have 
#þ e chang'd by thoſe Shews and 'Spettacles, 
fa { become Monſters. 
36 ft is wonderful to conſider, ofwhat force the 
FGeſtures of a Player (which Tully calls the Elo- 
**quence of the Bod ) areto move and prepare a 
-*Man forthat which is evil. ————= Nothing 
M4 more effeCtually into the Memory than 
-*that which cometh by ſeeing ; things heard do 
#lightly paſs away, but the Ideas of what we have 
, fays Petrarch, ſtick faſt in us whether we 
3h 1 or not. 
J - © Thoſe Enchantments have vanquiſh'd the Chaſ: 
tity of many Women, ſome by taking pity of 
"the deceirful Tears of the Lover on the Stage, 
[*have' been mov'd by. their Complaint, to com- 
I *paſſionare' their ſecrer Friends, whom they 
| T4 Sthought ro have felt the like Torment. Some 
Un wig 'obſerv'd the Examples, how young Wo- 
en being reſtrain'd from the Marriage of thoſe 
Friends have miſlik'd, have there learn'd 
le Art'to Steal them away ;. others obſerving 
* { by the Example of the Stage, how ancther Mans 
it: hath been affaulted and overcome, have 
HD to practiſe thoſe tricks in carreſt, thar 
| were 
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« poſed, . thing ſpoken 
© may ſerve their turns, but it : Alas 
; * tay they 17. Is it ne 
pie joe fnd-aclon Loverſhoul be 1o martyr 
if they find them inclin'd to fooliſh. 
« they apply the matter to themſelves, too 
. - < that they would extend the ſame 
< wards them, as they ſeemed to ſhew to the 4 
< flited Lover on the Stage. . Thoſe running hea 
* ed Lovers, aregrown ſuch perfe&t Scholars, by 
© long HO a "ven boo that there] 
© nota one wor en, Can. may 
< uſe of it to ſerve pe pun turn. AY iy 
. © Believe -me, there can be no ſtronger E Engin 
: found, to batter the Honeſty of married and wy 
Women ; than the hearing of commgy 
lays. Therewanton Fables, and paſtoral Songs 
f Love, which they uſe in their comical; N 
| -——_ and are all taken out of the Seca 
«* Armory of Venzs, overturn 'Chaſtity.and co: up [ 
© the Manners of Youth, inſom that it i 


*;% 
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© Miracle if there be found any Woman or V 10; 


© which with thoſe SpeAacles of ſtrange L 
* not wo mer inflam'd to down. right A 

<Don't we 
© feit Witchcraft, Charming Dra ts and A 
< rous Potions, to ſtir up Men to. aſt by why 

« Examples the ignorant multitude Are Prove 66 T | 
2 ſeek after the unlawful Love of. others... 

* Device of carrying Letters by Laundrefles,.. a 
©praQtifing with Pedlars to - their: Token 
© under colour of ſelling their adife, al 

* other kinds of Intreagues to. bereave. F IE L 
* their Children, Haas of ex $ ie 


e in thoſe Diſcourſes to, Counts 'F' f 


& BY Yrs F hope is more than enough to convince 


of their - Wards, ot Miſtreſes 'of their 
rants, are aptly taught In thoſe Schools of 
E 5T4 G E} Therefore I am forty 

tor *oo ogy ed down, and the School 


s much gon? ed ye then, if ſoſſer 
/ Brothel Houſes to continue : The Lond 
T's unto them, ' as the Pſalmiſt Gaith, wo" | 
a Thief thou ronſentedſt with him, 


A ra; partaker with Adulrerers *; * Pram RY 


Sh of The Defence of Dramatick Po- 
Sa That M7. Collier's was neither ' the Firſt 
p nmr = ee the STAGE, 
3 PT though Hence - of the Clergy 
-the Pip houk, has been but too univer- 
F late; 'it hath not been always {© front the 


| this that Author may likewiſe reeive, 
at Men of a_ different and Principle 
SS me Catoes-Head- Feg s, or that atted 
= Whitehall, and accounted Regi- | 
Redeltion, Religion and Sanftity *, ſtrain * Pa8* 13 
trac at the Gnat of the Stage as others. Defence of 
ZIwpuld alfo defire him to 'confider, Whether pyerry. 
WeOpinion of thoſe Reverend Bithops and Di- | 
1 have ils Set at large, and the Evidence 
reporting Rag ge-Poers, as to the Danger 
e, be not- more than enough'to out- 
antet and Flouts, in denying that the 
bus + ae on 1heSh e imprints the fame 
Ni - mo The Attire, becauſe a Man tohen 
s 2 Hetc es Furens, tors not grow ſo mad 


ut 6 Se 


| 5h þ Oaks os faſt arbe; thut our Gallants 
Yr? by fall a iſhing like o wg Tar- 

my uÞd ſentation bf that Laſerowns 
et + and that our Lathes don't D__ _ 
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| Ton and Play the Wanton. the Hebeg 
* 
P'B* '7* lewd Thais +.” _o 
| | .. Fe Inſtances of the Play-Poer, from? 
ted, fall but little ſhortof this ; and Mr, Gaf 
_ Paris-and Domitia, and Menfter and Meſſal 
* $chool of formerly mentioned *, - are enough toCcc ouy | 
Abuſe. -- But, ; becauſe I hate to be Cl 
have o—_ from . Jew ophon * fl at 
 *Conviuium BIVES us an Accqunt.o Atting of Bacct 
" apud Xeno- Ariadne by a Syracuſian Boy and a Girl, chu 
« Oper  * The —__ entred like Bacchus, 
Grec. L4t-< Pipe before him, playing a.riati Tur, [ 
uti, © Entred Ariadne gorgeouſly apparre['d likea Bt 
fi £ Y 
p-8 ney! and fat down before the Company ; She 
* not go to meet Bacchis as a dancing, nor þ | 
: * .* from her Seat, but made ſuch Signs as & 
* ver d he might have an eafie Conqueſt. 
© Bacchus beheld her, he expreſſed his Paſſon 
© much as poſſible in his ce..and dia 


7 AN y 


* near her. fell down on his ages, Fanheaced q 


* killed her; ſhe tho' with ſome ws: 
* of Coynels. and Modeſty. embraced. him a 
© At this the SpeQtators gave ſhouts of Appla 
* Then Bacchxs roſe up, and. taking Pas ll 
© him, there was noting to EEE ſeen buf Hugg 
*and Kiſh The Spe In, periving I F 
2 both of p28 were. | 
* kifled and gmbraced in 3 Cod Eats, | 
© held. them with tion, peck hey Ar 
© Bacchus ask her, he lovd him, 2nd: i " 
< farming with an th that ſhe. di id. T 
< © Audience fivore, That the Boy and: the Gull 
* one another in Reality ; for they dl q 
©thoſe' who been taught. only. to. perſc 
*thoſe. Geſtures, bot tike uch as had 2. mind; 
.* perform that \avhich they. had; of; a long 
* earneſtly defird. Atlaſt when the ompany pil 
$ved 1 at they were claſped in one : anotls 


> 


Thoſe that _$4v oy 1ves fivore i A 
ha Mary, -and 'thoſe that were Anu by 

3 > und went Home'ito their Wives'i im-. . 

ediats y. 


Wt 
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"CAP: x. Sos 
as State againſt theST A G E. 


An E Authior of The Defence of Frans 
© marick Poetry,” endeavours in the . next” 
place to ward of the Blow given to the' 
Statutes ; and alledges that the. 
Fac: was but a Temporary AZ to holdin © 
@ that Seffions of Parhament *, Which by * ps 
> is 2 miſtake, the Words being, That #* 

Þ continue ro theend of the next Parliament. 
1 twas afterwards continued” again by the 3d 
ur. Cap. 4. totheend of the rft Seſſion of the 
Parliament. 

#1 muſt alſo here take leave to tell him, that' 
P55 , who it's ſupposd underſtood the” 
Fas well as he, was of Opinion that the 

&Players might have been þ gt in the- 

E 1633. by Vertne of: that AQ, which was 

ly Years a the 1ſt of Fames. 

bit be that how it will, thus much we have 

a atleaſt ; That Stage-Players wete declared, 

E Rogues and Vagabonds, by the three E Rates 
bptand met 7m arliament ; 3 dnd ordered to be 
Fro the x} ou of Correffion, io be Impriſoned, 

* be Srocks and Whif'd, and if they continued 

yp moterth ram that they ſhould be burnt 

# Hot lron, of the breadth of an Engliſh 
i "with Fl $M: Roman R' in the left Shoul- 

NO, there remain as a perperual Mark 

Th " flitt continued Obſtinate, they 

were 


ik 


raph Baxifind, und. if they evi t a 
and continued incorrigible, they were to be 
ted as Felons. "iy 
 Fhis is the more 'remarkable, that by : 
Athe Licenſes allowed to be givn b am. 
| Players of Interludes- by: ths. 39th of 
taken away; and: no reſerve ON Cramnd Pl 6 
whatever, and'the- occaſion of the - bg 3x 
A&t was, the doubts that aroſe upon the 3s 
El:z, and that former Statutes. were was be 
tual for ſuppreſſing thoſe Plays and Interlude 
was expetted. : 
Our Author in the next place, ſcems to A 
Queſtion the Truth, of thar Petition of the & 
doners to'Q. E/zzabeth, about 15$0 for ſupp 
 fing the Playhouſes. Makes ſome Raileries uf 
Mr. Collier. for Row/idge his Author, . becaulp 
known to. the goth 2. Paz!'s Chi 
Yard; or I ante Becton bimſelf $ 
with the Godly Citizens ny makes were the Petition 
quotes Stow,. to prove that Queen Elizabeth, 
couraged the Darlings of the Stage, allowed:th 
Uoonand: Wan 5 as Grooms of the Chamb 
+ Defence. the Petition, were anly Ganing touts *. pF 
of Drama- 1 anſwer, That.Mr.- Prin, whom I | 
rick Port). poſe Mr. Collier had the Account of this Petitiy 
Pale” "os notes as his Author, Mr. Recherd Rawls | 
. onfter berg found out: Printed in Loud 8 
P-2Þ þ Which, though it may 5 
* Hiſt,” Ma- to be met with; ir.Oes Joe xetefore ary 
ſtix.p.492- that there NEVET Was nn 4 
inhis Quexation here z-Our. Author ma wy 
ſed to know, that Raw/idge ſays in'the 
* Thatall the Play-houſes within'the Gin 
« Pull'd down, b der of Her Majeſty 


* cil upon this Petition, vie. Rum inGrace-Chut 
Siren 


bee, 4P one "i Biſbopy-Gare Serb, one near 
: one - on Ladgate-Hill, and one in White- 


As a Favour ſhew'd afterwards to ſorne of 
p Stage Players by Queen, E/zzaberh, it argues 
Wy a Change at Court, but. ſays nothing for the 
wfulnels of the Stage.. K. Char/es 1. who there's 
4 pubt, our Author kom nothing LEE ro 
» Frug-opt in Piety, made a rnd E., mg ml 
ware ag condemning S 
Af et-up Enterludes at oe: be on on 
8 Sabbath Day, Ehich I ſuppoſe there's very 
j will commend him for. Queen E/zzaberh 
and to Reform the Stage as ſhe bad done the 
"Z þ. as. our Author would ſeem to infinuate 
4.1 The Event harh.;prov'd; that. the Succe(s 
8S/nO! Ws: There's. tew that read Plays or - 
G = Te Fra Play-Houle, but muſt own if they 
| that the Reformation there goes 
or; _—_ Rh verifiesan gar eat 1m 


T have heard pq, 1h when you 


b Refined the Stage all you can, it : will 
E. ood: for nothing : or a He Bp ot hen cum- 
is; after you have added Oil, Vinegar _ 
£, they. are fitter to be thrown-to the D 
an in taken } into the Body. 

Elpon the whole, however our Author may 

& himſelf with his Raileries, this will ap- 

ſ uoaroraly true; that the Laws of 
have: many times reſtrained, and ſome 

s totally diſcharged the Stage, whereas he 
ot-bring one Statute that- ever ys 

Lommended it. By the 4th of Her.'4. Co 
— All Players, Minſtrelsand Vagabonds, 
ert ve Baniſhed out of Wales, becauſe. os had 
qcationed  Miſchiefs there : They were forbid: 
the 12th. of Richard 2.C. 6, 11. By the 17th 
5 Med + C-.3. By the 11th and 19th of 
F Hen. 


by he 22d. of Hen, | 
'£ oge | by he Houfes, and oth 
* unlawful Games, hecauſe of Seditions, Cox hi 
*racies, Robberies and other Miſdemeanours th 
© had enſhed upon them. By the 3d of Hemp 
C:. 9. * All Mummers, or Perſons diſguifing th 
Ke Nd ws Wa Gs quod phe 
and punithed as upon which Poh 
Kink "who. wrote about 3 Fs after, 1 ; 
©That the Engliſh who in this are wiſer thay 
© other Nations, have made it Capital for wil 
© Perſon to put on a Viſor, or a E lay | | 
© Habit. | "= 
It is evident likewiſe, that the Stage 
ſtrained by the 14th and3 gth of E/z. 
_ more ſeverely reſtried, if nor' tot 
ed by the firſt and third of Fames, 
arles. And that the Stage was 
ls in thoſe times, as well as now : er 
with'Scripture, and prophanely ufing the Named 


God and the Trinity : - _ _ _ it wil a 
pear to any unprequdic on, whate 
Opinion mild have been ſometimes entertaine 
of it - by 'the Court, the Opinion of the En 
gliſh State, which h' includes the Court and P: 
liament"too, hath not- at any neem 
yourdhes to it, 


b. we 7* a 
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CAP. Xi," 


F ditions oh. Ti unde fn by i 


.U R Author IE I 5. upbraids Mr. 
| Collier, '*For not quoting a more 
- : # <dern National Opimonagainſt the Stage, 
+ 0 when it lay under-a-more Univerſal Abdicarion, 
[4 wes. in the Reign of thoſe later Powers . at 
> Helm; who with no little- Activity leaped 
wer the Block, and the- whole -Wh:teba/l-Srage 
3 upon, and yetſtumbled at rhe Straw, &7c. 
profane Comedy and Tragedy, were all Hea- 
2 and Antichriſtian z - but pious Regicide and 
Rebellion wereReligion and SanRiity. with them. 
4 IThe Camel would go down, but the Gnat ſtuck 
a BY ap their Throats,——— He oughtby all means 
| 4 have quoted. this National Opinion of the 
rt Stage. in pure Gratitude: to the Patrons-of his 
vB *Book, the Gentlemen of the Calves-Head-Feaſt, 
9 have made ittheir particular boſom Fayo-. 
# I CD Cf 
4 — Here's a great deal more of ill Nature than 
TS Wit, whether. we take it with reſpect to the Na- 
F s 'to Mr. Co/her, or to the particular Party he 
x i | Ls _ S. upon. It's a Malicious, Falſe and Un- 
AF zrly RefleQion upon the Nation, to infinuate 
g Charles]. was cut off, by their Authos 
Foken the World knows, that it was the” ACt 
fa prevailing Head-ftrong Fa&tion, On 
e | Senſe of the Nation, and of that very Par- 
h « nent, who began the Oppolition to King 


Charles 


My 


. Charles for his Tyranny nod: on bt 
Levying of Money without ent of | 
ment, and forcing the Citizens of London, 
others, that would not: lend him the Summgh 
_ - demanded, to ſerve as Soldiers in his Fn, : 
Army, and a hundred other ſuch things may! 
Fall'2 'by chat Narhe. ' It is Malicious omg 
« Colher to the. , Who Kath a 
the, World to be for Paſhve Obedi 
fite. Extreme © Ir is as Ball of Oe | 
thoſe who. are Enemies to the Stage, nan oe 
whom abhor the Memory of that Fat, "and ik 
zealous Sons of the Church» of Ez2/ard', thodgh 
at the ſame tinie they deteſt 'Tyraiiny be it 
Prince or Prelare. 

Bur to repay our Author in his own Gu 
have had a later inſtance of Friends to wy 5 al 
as Goodman and- others i in a Deſign 
black a Naturey-it the Affaſhnarion of the þ brat 
Prince in theUuiverſe may be ſo accounted. , | 

| left they obje&t;” That this is | but one inſtance me 
- {hall bring Antiquity - in ' for turther 'Evidene q | 
o+ | Hows 3;and in the firſt Place Sr. Ehry/oſtom, who *: wh 
mo us, © That the Players and Play-haunters of 1 by 
© time were moſt notorioiis 6 ms the i . 
© thors of many - Fumults and Seditio 
* People together by the-Eats with idle Rume q | ; 
. © filling Cities with Commotions,and were tho: 
_ * favage than the moſt cruel _ 
* He get, — Tertulhan*, s apemt +, and Clemens Alexa ; 
' <.17, 18, andrins||, declaim a inſt Tragedies and. O | & 
q De Spe&.-medies, © As Bloody ious and Prodigal Bh : 
-DL,0h limes, which cccaion umultsand Sins ; 


Ee ON 


/ 


Gregory Nazianzen infortties us, ©That F 
* and Interludes diſturbed Cites raiſed Sel 
ora the al raught | WE how +0) Quat 


al at Love o Chiitens a6 fe Familie of Va 
* De refd 
Educatione 


ad 
Lins Toe tein wn dent, FER 


ha xr the $ players i 
be *ti b 7 the Pretors, Tiberizs and the Senate | 
th hed them our of Fray *. ® Annal; 
Mircits Aurelia refitifies Bea Ps £7 
: urthers, Tumults , and 
rages,  occafion'd and cofmmitted by * Mircuy 
&1S, he was forc'd to baniſh rhe out Avreliue. | 


2:3; DA vnins tells us} © That in Nerd's Time, te 
= ſo many. Seditions,, Quarrels, Com: 1,5 -mm" 
motions and. Mildemeanours in the. Roman geg.16,26. 

[2 5, That Nero himſelf, though he- took 

= = «delight inthem, Gprenii all Plays by a 


4 8 Oren TC ' 
6 Ceſar Bulengerus informsus, , That under Hy- 
FIG and Beliſarizs there were at leaſt 35000 
Mendlainin a otion and Tumult raiſed at 
Wa Gro Play *. * DeCirco' 
» In the time of Theodorick King of Iraly we Romano. 
ory '2 crys by Caffodorris +, That there were ſo £47 | 
72; A *mavy  'Tumults Quartels and Commotions f Veriarum 
>| 3: oj rate xd at Stage geFlays, that he was forced upon £ !- ©pif. 
: | | & the ne aero of People to eye k., the 72 £p.gr: e; 
'F*= Senate to nith the Murtineers and i reſs and 288 5 q 
- ctr Info :-Bur there H [Ro Dit. 1 "wg 
Ph T *ffT 34 gave Orders w \'4 ro ſuppreſs ' 


% UW I. 


"Ts OG he Sane the 
th | 4. Cap..27. reſtrained them in 
— =1"4 Watee, 


ky 4 - He. 4 
a t/ $ a. . 4 G 
- << » bk "I. 4 MS. mn . . & 
F . - > - : k : : ON ID 
_—— _— [21 +; "4 [I YE 4 
ws... 3s 4 EF If - OS 2 __ —_— x _— -5 WE OF IF - 
{pp Seth 4548 0 . 


"x16 # Seltons and Tumulte, &c 
' Wales, becauſe - of he he 
and Rzbellions they occalioned Cans -— 
The Statute of the 3d of Henry $. Cap. 
- againſt Mujnnmers proceeded from thelike Cauls 
' , — An... ©That Kers -Re 
5 bellion, i in the. 3d of Edward VI was concen Y : 
© at, -and- partly. occaſioned, by a. Meeting at. "Y 
c Fog play at Wimonham to "which the, Coun 
Peopls, Fe reſorting, Were by the Inſtig; tion 9 | 
ESP CF, 1 Fowerdew, inco ed. to pul | 
Sag © down the Incloſures, and then to re bb - 
' 1623, Nay I refer onr Author to his own Sron'h | 
Pp 
.N*, 20, be ii: of 'London't, where he ſhall fnl4 1 
+ Account of diverſe Tumults and Riqts | XC: fron. | 1 
ſt- py" Stage-Plays. | . " j- 


.+- Cap.16.” Thoſe Tumults , Seditions and Re 's þ 
being by the forementioned *Authors:chargel 
upon - the Stage, let the Defender of Dramarik | ; 

Poetry wipe off the. Impuration | if he can; or Þ 

- give ab as - good Authorities' to prove that. : 

Enmity to the Stage did ever produce ſuch” i; 


260: :.40:&Þ. KN. 


-The Grecian and Roman State hab te 
| STAGE. ; 


\ HE De Page 14. "triumphs over. hd 

Mr. Collier for ns 2; That the a ” 

© nians thought -Comedy ſo u Z £ 

©*©a | ono that they made a Law, _ 4 

© Judge of the Areo agus ſhould write _ to. ' 
*caulc that only olibhed'a Judge from 'w ing. -W: 
2. fo 


2 £ 8 Ag 
+ 4 Foy 
= 
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1 s WE may, ke ſays our. *Higg 
wf +, = 2gh _ ſet Heraclitus ment ( IF a fin | 
_ © - Bur I would pray the Reviewer _ to o lnfale, 
ba. Mt the Athenians themſelves ſhould. give him a 
e, and ſpeak their Mind . more- freely than 
I Woe has done for them : For if we may 
3 tlieve P/urarch *, © Though the . Athenians, put So 
Fore: x Honout upon ARors and Play-Poets at firſt, 2 Cote 
yet growing Wiſer by dear bought Experience at 1, 
*Ilaſt, when they found that the Stage had effe- 
$ - Bae their Spirits, exhauſted their Treaſuzes, 
3 © and brought fundry ] Miſchiefs upon them the 
"* abandoned the fame, and enaQted a public 
'F Law againſt it, that no Man ſhould thenceforth 
"8 © preſume to Pen or A& a Comedy, and decla- 
r£ Tg all common Agors Infamous from that 
— $ © time forward. 
| be "The Defender owns +, That the Lacedemonians + pag. 14 
paſſed a poſitive Bill of Excluſion againſt the Stage, 
JS and I ſhall make bold to add their Reaſons from 


IF Plurarch * X which Mr. Cer and he have both » 7,9, 7 
5 omitred, vie. * Left their Youth ſhould be corrupt- ſtitut. | 
| 76d, and «=looget Laws derided, and brought into 


'In "4 next age he flouts at Mr. Cother, for 

' relating from T/ly, © That the antient Romans 

| © counted Stage- Plays uncreditable and ſcandalous; 

 »*infamuch thatany Roman who turn'd Aftor was 

. 2 Fei t ouly degraded, but likewiſe as it were dif- 

'F- orated and unnaturaliz'd, by the Order of 

> v4 nlors. -— This ſays he, is almoſt as 

(:e dough ugh Quotation, as his Arhenians arez and 

To t their kinder Succeſlors were of a con 

S on 4 Orin, for the uncreditable Player was 
' *** afterwards ſet Reffus in Cari. 

1 pM If our ns will be pleaſed to look a little 

| | * it add"confider the Inſtances there giv'n him, 

ot the Stages —__ Baniſhed from Rome, by Ti 


bermh, 
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11$ | The Grecian and Ronan State © 


berixs, Nero, and Marcws Anretius , he vill 
Gr no tee Dine, Reg 
Fu {4 t to OT a "On w ; 
of. the greateſt v "= 
State Memoirs furniſh'l againſt the” IT 
Mr. Collier has done, though our Anrh cems i IJ : 
* paz 17- queſtion the poſhbility of it*. conſult 
Livy, who will tell im * Fhart Sc eel afica, that 4 | 
* great Romian General, did by a Þu : jacks cree 
* of theSenare, demoliſh the Roman' S, and 
« forbid their Stax ge-Plays ; as the Bane * it 
£ Morals and Valour. BE: Seminaries of Lewdneſs, Þ 
$ * Effeminacy, Idleneſs, V wa ce and Wickedneſs, and 
* inconfiſtent with the Welfare of the Common. 
. * wealth ; tor which he is very muth applauded 
-_ - #5 . by Lion, Livy, Tully, St. Augppine, and others 3." 
vit. Dei 1.1 Emperor Auguſt, t Sa ner very mach 4F 
0.31, &c, delighted with Plays hi &d all the YN 
and 4g 2. Players and Jeſters out of Rome, ys thoſe into I 


— xc-" lerable Miſchiefs they did occafion +. Itis alto 
way very remarkable, that this great Emperor, order. |. 
ed * Stephamo an Eminent Player, to to be thrice _ 
* whipr tor coming to his Pallace on a Holy: Day, I 
© in- hoes of a great Reward firſt in the Attire I 
age, fs 


Fof a and next in that 0 Romgh Matron, 
F and ptocer | both of them with fo much Art, 
*that he ſeemed to be th wal pr: $4. Perſon he repre: 
* ſented. The Ar co "that he order 
* him to be whipe three Minas he com- 
* manded Vagabonds to be whiped but once ; he 
* replied, Than ſhalt be whipt the firft time, "for | 
© the Injury done to the Roman Matron, whom 
© thou didff repreſent. -The d time, for thy 
:  Preſumprion in doing it in my nce, and the 
. * third time, for the loſs of Times which thouhaſt | 
'* pocafioned, to > FO that beard and 0 AY = 
: ©.-4 


Ln z ofthis Ai ty Prince is yetmore re- 
warkable: When great was made, for 
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3 © Pize or Pilades'the Player, whom he had ordered 


"IF fit to be whip'd, and then baniſh'd out of the 
FF Country, v:2.< That Rome had been powerful e- 


I» & *nough to make her Encmies'ſtoop, and now ſhe 


"*which is worſt of all, they have the Preſump- 
tion to ver us, and yet we have not the Courage 
=o reprove tum. _ 6 

= The Emperor Trajarn, when intreated by his 


, 


? 
Ts 


<A 
Ss :$ 


- & *did nor become the Majeſty of a Prince, thatany 
"7 & * fuch vain thi ſhould” be'aQtd in his Preſence, 
"BY ©———— That thoſe who move Princes to behold 
"+ 8 ſuch Enterludes, deſerve as great Puniſhment as 

"8 *thoſe that at them ; ſeeing none ought to pre- 
"I :{entbetore Princes, ſuch things as may move them 
'Þ <to Vice, bnt rather thoſe that may influence them 
; [4 Amendment. And afterwards. this worthy 
" & *Emperor, partly out of his own Diſpoſition and. 
74 partly at the Peoples Defire, aboliſh'd Stage- 
" F * Plays, as cfteminate Arts and Exerciſes, which 
" £*diſhonoured and corrupted the Roman State, for 
7 


| which, P4zy the ſecond commends him highly, 
8 *inhisP4 gerick 7. 
We are li 


E7 was blamed for it by the Senators; becaule it 
\- *would be a means to make the People ſpend 
—-* their time in beholding Plays, and utterly over- 


ha Yee x 


| £ -*b NEW acquired Laſciviouſneſs, 
o "This T hope is enough 


to ſatisfy our Author, as 


Y [op to the Opinion of the Roman State concerning the 
| Stage ; bur if he ftill objeft, {that it wasat other 
8 times ſet Refum in Crria: I thall anfiver him in 


E | --theWords of Chynary, " Tine ſuch Roman Princes 
= +4 


iſe informed by Tacitns 7, © That g 
-* when Pompey ereQted his Theatre at Rome, he , 


. *throw their Hereditary Manners and Dilcipline, 


ers to hear a noted Player, replied thus, © It . 


f Dis in vits 
Trajatil, 
Annal.lih © | 


4+ Co Þ 


I 


"380 "The Greig an Roman Stare, & gc; 


© as were did always overturn the. 
* bur thoſe a were otherwiſe maintained 3 ie , 
<rhat one of the. ways, to: know which of thi 
- Princes were Vertuous or Vicious, was to'obfen 
© whether they maintained Players, Jeſters_ y | 


Grvare * lers among the People, or not t.. 
his Dial of Jugg 'S 3s 


Princes. 


; — a CC 


CAP. . x11. a 


| Chriſtin Roma Emperors oxaieft tl 
14-5 ST-KS'E w | 


T: Author of the Defence ſays furthe, 4 
f pag: 17-, +. © That as ſcandalous as the Civil Law © 
© had rendred Players, their ſcandal was Y* 

* ſo.little a publick Nuſance, that the Chriſtian 


£ Government even in its primitive Luſtre, ou 
© ſuftered themamonegſt them. | 


This is ſo far from being true, that Contr: 
ine the Great, who is own'd by all, to have 
been | the firſt Chriſtian Emperor withdrew. 
. himſelf from the Stage-Plays, made in the third 
ear of his Conſulſhip, to drive away the Peſt} 
We ence and other Diſeaſes, and contemn'd and re-. 
jeQed thoſe Enterludes, which grieved the P 
exceedingly — and; when he was eftabli 
in- the Empire, he aboliſh'd the- "Plays and Entr-| | 


# of, 1.2 © Iudes, as intollerable and pernicious *. 
Baron. Spon- 


dan. Amo, Theodoſius the Great, baniſhed all Pajen iy :| 
Eu -1 3. publick Editt, © As the Plagues of thoſe Places” 

pP*y - ge * where they, were permitted, and ſhut up the! 
Tib. 3: cap, * Cirques 400 ga at Antioch as the Founrainey ; 
$22 56, 4 


4 


 Ebriſtin juan Buptroi &c, nar 


"7 of dll Wickednels andthe Nutferes of all Mif | Zug: 


Lo Hh yr au; 
4 6 173+ Baron, ”_ ins; Se8. 9. chop. Hom. 17. ad = 


c 4 — The Emperom Valentinian and Gratzan, and 
= © That Stage-Players ſhould be 
o rd ot the Sacrament, as long as they 
Tha timed their Playing, and that it ſhould not 
} big unto them in their. Extremity z 
C | I. Een on their Death-beds, though they defird 
12 . unleſs they firſt xenounced their. lew'd Pro- 
: * fel jon, and proteſted "ſolemnly, that they would « cugez | 
1 = return tot again in caſe of Recovery *. 49 nroik] dl : 
a - ns | 


Th. 5. de ſpe, Lex. 2,4. Tit. 7. de Scenicd. Lex. 1. Spondan. Epit. Baron, 
37s: Sed, 10. vi 


Foftintian the Emperor / publiſhed an Egift,, 
Thar all Chriſtians Enganes/s refrain-from Adting Fel 


v |: nd Beholding of Stage-Plays, becauſe they. 777. 6. Al 
—Y *were. not: the leaſt of thoſe Pomps of the De- Thy. Lo 
which: Chriſtians —_ renounce at Bap- 17» 18. 


CA P. XIV. 


2 | The Antient Philoſophers a wainſt the 
; my STAGE. 


\HE PETS of the DEFENCE goes 
on:to ridicule Mr. Co/lier for his Quo- 
tations, from Ariſtotle, Plato, Plutarch 
Loy, Valerizs Maximus, ' Seneca and Tacitus *.* 2.180 
= 73 Ari iſtotle (be ſays did not carry ' Matters ſo 
1: ig 1as to a total Exculfion, but Tor allows Pow 


E © agan' ingacens;Diverſiacy-to Perſons of Maty 
aan Diſcretion. Y 


in other © ep | Gall, (as La _ 


Quortations.qnd bring po iftorle to Fo anc for hins 
©L36.2.c.6. felt, who in his Rhetorick* ſpeaks -0f Comedi: by 
thus. vis. © That tlieir whole Employt =x by 
© urn "gh and deride the Vices of other \ hid Y 
proclaim u ON the Stage, and therefig 
M; are re yo be numbred among Thadicers& nd. 


Politicks he ſays, ©That thoſe who te 
8 hola The Gaittiris ind Attions of Staj Pn | 
* tho? they be neither accompanied wit " Mulick c ! | 
* nor Poems, are nopynſizocing moved and þ ; 
* feed according to the Nature of+the thi Ss | | 
* they ſee ated; And though he allows thole ff 
riper.:Years' to be to offer Sacrifice 
ſuch Plays, where [aGivloutie was allowed ty: 
the, Gods by the Laivs; yethe ſays, © Magiſtrats 
Wwe x C ; ©. mult take care that nothing filthy or oblcenels : 
Lib. 8.c. s. © Allowed either in Shows or Piftures *, 'and al; 
N*. 21.and byes thoſe Stage-plays out of his Repub > Y þ 
.78. 1b. 7.«aS being apt to debawch the Minds and Manners of i 
. £17-"- Youth, *«th their Scurrility and Lafcrowoufne ſs.” 
* Page 26, The Reviewer * js angry with P/ato.as quote F 
by Mr. Cellier; for telling us ina Lineandan half 
* That Plays raiſe the Paſhons and pervert th 4 | 
© uſe of them, and. by conſequence are dangerow 
© to Morality: He chigks that, Plato ow'ld tf t | 
< Juſtice to the World afround him and Poſterit 2 | 

* alte him 0 read a little longer. Eeulon 

ure upon fo Eph: a Diſeaſe *. 

bn our or, and ag no feel 
Mr. Colliers detec, Tit mak 'to. acqual q (294 
him 'with Tome 6 Pee S wag Jae, vn | 
thar Text, a be is ple to call ir in the Þ | 
| before quoted. 


; «Tut leme Ye I: Leacherous Subj 


2 
Z 


" painſ the Stage, 1213 


tits great Philoſopher in his Book De 


TA ©'That Dank and —Ee#15 Fes and 
Effeminate, cor: FOO 


uſts that ought to. be dried up 
& then a -Commanding-power over DN 
5 Be ought to be _— Subje 
| tho cafons, and becauſe he 


as þ > Is into Contempt, he | them out of 


— Tarranas 


: FT am miſtaken if our Author dor't think this 
Y$&mon, ſharp enough, though it be but ſhorr; 


| whereas he obj 1e, that we have only the. 
& word of thoſe Philoſophers, for the heavy 
they bring againſt the Stage ; the Reply 


Yea El, thar their Charge is verified by the con- 


; Teſtimonies, and Experience of all Ages, 
wiſh in my Heart, that we could give them 
ie from our own. 


| Then as to Tilly and Plutarch : The Defender 


Y have * em ©To be only for Checking of S be; Md 
ay, when toa Licentions, as the Bane of | 
and an Excitation to Lewdneſs X, * Page 20; 


ur FT Tu and Platarch may be heard ſpeak 
71 by 5 - it will appear otherwiſe: Thefor- 
"I T4 0f 


_ *"<alls Prodigals, who. lay '* 246. > 
Money upon the Stage ; In'other' Pla- about the 
i conderie all Amorous Plays and Poets, middle, © 
i8ting Mer Pocny indsand Manners ; and there- * 
<th the Romans to abandon (nor to + 


Xl 2 ; | Nang ag them, "ft ions rien efteminate and 


d' done the Grecians, . .. ans, + 7: ener 


: be wy rl no them, as 
in pa 10 {ubverr i te Fg ire +, And in his Ora 


; Pak of the Skill of near the oY 
ays, that he was only fit end. De 


f - Stage Z t when hec er- £*t- Lib. 1. 
Faye her an he ſays, It was by Pagans: g 


The ga © Mibabi: | 
:ſhould ever come there : Which, as St 4 
deſc 2d it, was, 2 plain Ks 
OO. 1V1 ngh ght not to. come to e. Stage | 
ie Sap IDES 
© mongſt the ve | 
to: cor © m0 *Luth 77 " agies, fn bis Book, De ra f . | 


cy a, <.; = 
: Fg > Ht to Plutarch,, thit famous Nora þ F: F 
: y Hiſtorian, 4 dilapprove all ScagePlays, igt 
*only as laſcivious . Vanities, occationing n i | | 
* prodigal and fruitleſs LIPID. to the great "Wi 
* mage of the Commonwealth, but as contagiow} 
wy |  - Milchicts which blaſt. the Vertues, .| nar th %S 
f opiaa Education, and corrupt the, Live 
+ Platarchi © Mariners of all thoſe that frequent A. 
Solon. Lacon This "Champion '0E. the 'Dr. > Makes obbee 
 Taftitaza, Merry i in the next Place, with Mr. Co/her's Qu 
tations, from Livy and Valerizs "Maximis {7 
* T Page 21%); rether he miſts ;& Mr. Collier or not, I ami 
- he miſtakes his Aathors: For Livy fays in expt 
terms, * That the Plays though Trfflaited toA 
$e ale the Gods, as neither deliver. the Peop 
inds from their r{titious Fears, nor thabi 
. ©Bodies from their infeftious Diſeaſes; bur ont i | 
* contrary, the Tiber oat ors the Sg c Fo : 
©mid{t of their Sport; whence the Peo one : ; 
23 *ded, that the Gods were diſpleaſed with 
#Liv.dec.r. © tonement F; fo that, our Anthaf basloſt al 
L. 7.S 3. fine Raillery: , On his taking it for gra! 
the Plays made Peace. in Heaven, t ugh” 
Maximus /ays, they raiſed | SA 
The next Scoft I RX on.sS, he ph + gurrling 
the Stage, becauſe it gain'd Grow) Pls 
5 P.22 123 Jov'y Schoel, and bereft him of "his. Seho OL F, 
Bur the Gentleman might have ſeen from Mt 


0 
SY 5 
L 


Cilizers Quotation, that Sexece had other Cayla 
of. Quartdl, 'v5z."* That the 'Stage oration rk 2 ay 
* miſpending of time , the decreaſe of knowledgayn 


1 


 \ggainſt the Stage: | 125 | 
i faing of: —_— and:+the deſtrution-;of 
I' Manners z  becauſe-there:Vice made -a-ſen- 
le approach _ ſtole upon the Audienee+in Ef 
e dilgui -:of a Pleaſiire,or words to that effet*, * ghors © 
N "If we-will hear Senece ſpeak' for 'hitndelf, View- 
5 FIG more-plain,and tells us-expreſly;*'Thar ** 236. 
hen Men and Women have tipp4 their Fore- | 
S with Braſs by long tre uenting the. 3 
+ next. News me hear: of them 1s, - that::they 
þ:2 their Lodging in a Bawdy- houſes, or 
e I would do him no wrong) take itin his 
In boc Mares, in hoc Femine' trip#- 

7 his ſad Perſona cum die trita frons eſt, LE 
anſitur ad Ganeam *. * Natural 
£An | thetefote he adviſes Laci/izs, to avoid the Weft- 1-7 | 

lay-houſe, and the Company that haunted it, 
Eecanie they were able to corrupt: a Socrates, 4 
Þro,- oria Liekus. He adds, There-is nothing | 
8 deſtructive to good Manners, as to fit: idling 
the Play- tale; and hence. takes occaſion to 
wail the great Concourſe ofthe Roman Youth . 
to the Theatre, as 2 tatal Symptom of -a decli- 
ing State 4. +: F Epift. 7. 
| Th Defender of the Drama, would Vindicate E 
ders againſt Tacitus *, for: hiring decay'd Gentle Fa 23: 
A | wer to:play on the Stage, becauie..he thought itt 
ſr rn to his imperial Dignity, perional- 
td act Plays himfelf;” and: ſeems 'to think/it a 
ghty Honour to the Stage, that Nero wasplez 
i to. be an AQtor in Perſon : [But takes no notice, 
Ewhat:Tocitzes tells us, * That Flavins and 0- 
ther noble Romans, conſpired. the Death/of: that 
lonſter.and-eftected-it too for that very Reaſon, 
t the Comoontalth ſhould be-utterly ruin'd, 
h the Peoples addiQting themſelves any longer 
To. theſe I ſhall add the Teſtimony of ſons Lid. 1%. 
xr Antient Tognnn, becauſe oh Author $ 9, 10. 
upbraids 


. upbraids Mr. Olea «RK. 
þ > In he Non whois "ll þ uy | 


- Wh | +] 


of the Pablick. nts re. welt 
» phveci not to. "To rolerart in « Commomnealth*- 
Tor E] 
ter Ire Ms Dialogic with Theſpis , the. Trigediany 
Remarkable, © When 'S9/0z: blam'd hin (al 
Re Cnee ) for 
gies Fon Eve NY 
is rit a & to 
Ir was bir a Play: at which the -Philoſophir 
| « fir his Staff pon the Ground with great! 4 
_ _ © dignation, and replied to him finanly ly, If wr C 
prove this Play of yours, we ſhall quich ly 
*the Effetts Ae Sock Bargains : And thereton I; 
© forbad[him to AQt-any further z Eo # 
+ + Tragedies veexea-parcet'of unprofitable Liexs Þ * 


The nextis Lycurgus the famous Spartan Iz 
giver, Who (we are 'informed 5 hetne 
| *rhor) excluded all Stage-p lays out 067064 
 *-mompealth, | -they Thoald - corrupt -1 
their Laws- into: Zontemift 
5: The A of - 2 Lacedemonian to the 
+ Ambaſſador of- Rhodes, who as&d;- The-iodt 
* fon this Severe Law * is no lefs:otifervahl 
*-v:z. That Lycurgus foreſaw the: _ Dama 
x © rharPayers and Jlker might dot 0H} 


— 
bun As Ie. ACP aA __ _ 
RR Wore eas, E 2s RS Va OTE I COU CEE * 6 
I ve a ENCE ETR EIS ONTE Gone ot  le ih, Aad La i 
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waar eherogath #edbah rig Gb. 1. 
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. 


alth : But. however thid: ut this I FRY 
he) That it is better for 15 Greeks t0: weep 
h our Phileſopbers,. than for the Romatis 'to 
| | unqetie ehejr Eools*; + 1. wo 
(o3 -To theſe we' may add the Opindoh of $a9wb,, 4 
ER Eihons for his Wiſdom” amorg the * 
Ag the Oe Reſoturlon'o fr den 


6 


z Men. & the. Sgt Reppte fo 
and Moral InſtruQtions inal 
- Itm ne MY d 


13:4 


lon hin. this __ is of x More V eight, jo 


Rtceable to the Dittates of Refin'd Reaſon than 
; bo { of 200 others that approve the Stage, and 
Wher Licentiqus PraQtices, which always. bein 
he Ruitie of their Followers. 
is þ The Reaſons they have exhibited for their eli 
2 | Spn.to-the Stage are not. to be Anfiverd;by our 
gy thors Scoft *, * That the-particular: Opinions 
| $0 not half a Score of theſe Diſſenting Ethnick 
LDoQors, our of arleaſt half -as'many hundred 
pF that Fraternity, <ſpecially tooar theirxate/ of 
alking;.. of Mr. Co/zer for them, vr 
Poncluſive Argument, inmy ſimple } 
oy Lag gainſt-the Stage, nn Dimes tab band 
all 6k ,/ 0han Epimantus athis Roctyeni his 
\aWater, 1 wade any. Rational Man fhoen 
Ia 'Shirt- upon his Back and a: Houſe 
MH bon ; his. Head, or a good Dith of. Mc ey 
» 0 | * Bottle 


4 COSA : 5 by a vi fs 
* , oh oy « _ 'E of n 
” Sd As Be Re tt, 56% ag IP Rroum bonne BEEg nn t2 
0 WE Soe A tt 


w WA7 


- BOD 
DE OT OGG 


. * Plutarehi 


"—_ 


* Plato, $0- 
for tes, Aps- 
T bz. Paget2. - 
and Die. 
, Laert. l. 2 


. * Bottle of Wine for his Dian, Dis. Ifheteak 
* Wer Anibooappiadacs By bis opinkeing 
our Author'can r his opinion; b 
an equal number'of oe 'DoQors of the. li 
Amis ty. with thoſe: we have quoted uct 
| be.jvill obſige-the learned. World, more. Hayy 
\ Man has hitherto. been able to- pretend to; þ 
_ much more if he can bring us au a Score, Hy 
I muſt alfo defire hi aides, ti 
.moft of the A ies hers whnthormd.. | 4; 
ter CharaQer than that of particular Perſoy 
_ . Plato, Ariſtotle and Seneca, were the grgat Lights 
of the Gentile World in their time, and oy 
moral DiQates were received as Laws. "* 
| Oh 1-; ras and Solon were Legiflators, and hei 
ine embraced as the Laws of Plinns- Col 
monwealths: Add to theſe, the'Laws of the | 
mw Emperors and Senator and of the * 
Republicks of Greece againſt the'Stage ; oY 
tal that the Theatre was not conde ed i | 
by a few diſſenting Ethnick Do&ors: But by hy £ 
Fea Joc. Men of the World, intheir time, and thy 9 
and moſt polite Nations upon the Face of | | 
the Earth: "' 
' As to' Diogenes's Rags and Tub, and Epia ws | 
2's Roots and Water ; Our Author very wel | 
- they cannot infer the Prohibition off : 
moderate uſe 'of Houſes and Raiment, © or | 1 [| 
good Meat and Drink ; becauſe thoſe thir 5s an} 
-on$; which cannot be faid of the Stage, t hought 
at the ſame time, T muſt crave-leave'to tell hi il þ 
thay the mortifed Low of ſuch apt ; lo i 
ophers, will riſe 'up-in Judgment'agair "= 1 
bauches and Riots, of moſt of thoſe who frequeny 
and patronize the Flay-houſe.” F-T9 __— 
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9 R lll Lines  mperteny, 
du Preci curvis venare : Theatris 
7s Fae vorzs fertiliors tuis z 
wm 74s. ad celebres cultiffima femina Ludos : 
be is Fudiciom ſpe morate mean eft ,, 
uv. veniunt, vemunt ſpetenter , ut ue 
"1 y 2k Cafti damne tudoris babet. 


Reviewer is inthe right, that Ovid. does 


, Chee delign to reflet upon the Stage; becauſe 


ea.it was his darling Recreation, but- he muſt 
the lame time own its a. fair Confeſſion that the 
Wy: hou 2 was the. propereſt for a Lecher 


lign , And had our pon: oh ogg turn'd his Eye to 
3 ? next "pr etiate bang Frank. 5 OM 


i ion, frota Ovic br pulling down the nM 
{BAN neg of Villany.., | 


; bac fate ear; 3 Lud; quoque ſemina probent 
x tots: hang , 6 OE 
02 £41] am qitam ts jepe Ces, 
ria cum durum fternit ae: Solum. 2 


K Tollatur 


Ovid. de Arte Amand:. Lib. 1] 


| 


> in, which ly. an{wers Mr. C/her's 


t 


© Thovfitint Note, - 


| Tollatur Grcus non tua:Licentia Gre oft. 
Hee feels Ignoto-j Lands 
" Gum quedam ſpatientur in has ut. amaror-ec p 
| Conveniat:. qulate poo le RG $51 58 


LG 


-© hy 
m4 re 3.4 6: TI 2. T +8 10" 
x 4 J 4 4 "C44 8 "0% $ WÞ 3 "SY Sg ©.v% © 
A 2} T beak * vg $ % a 
4 AS 


_...Suc b -as the differep © betwixt Ovid whe 

-F'1 VE; Cl oe aTBt | 

ng” | Strain}, 
ving-- ©; 

Bei willing to attone for. the] 

had - | is © his i. poo Poet” 


Reading the Amoroes « Veto wri = i ey Af : 


07% tones Hbi- it non Here Theatrie: 2 1 
Dum bene de vacuo. pettore cedat amor 

|. Entroaar unintos: cytbure camnyy, tyveqy 
-Eroare & tarmeris brathia mota ſuis" 

Wh affudue fitti Jatrontar Amuntes 49 
| Quid eavens, Ator; quit! Faroet arte vctty. 

Frvituls reneros Me ratpe wh 5s 
Suttfronco totes Inpids offe meas, @s. 


Nor is Ovid the only: Roman Poor wurth 
thus cenſur'd the Frequentets of rhe Theatre. 
Man that peruſes Zuveni! and Horace, will 
they had no. honourable Opinion oft neither, 
| : Þ rar <td Deſctiprion ok 
Og ih whom TY 
us frm ome -houlk 
as felloweth, 


. ha , p 
wa + t , , 
*{+ , 3 A 


we on Hlevam an = man 7 by 
baver argenti ſupereſt quodeung, paternt : 
#78.ac vaſa , novifſima enar,&c 
cen ne; C 


t 477440 in repay anti biga Frcws 
TIT Lv VI. 


gr ade tree 0 Opirton of the Cha 


jr tha of 4] by Huſwi of thoſe Play- 
memng 'aQ1es,!- 25 ke Ns . the tollowing 


i ol - Cri FEM Speltuula wt $ 
xs Xen, updp, inde expeere polſiri7c: 


*F* © Where he deſcribes their Lewdnefs in fuch a 
K | manger 28 would offend: chaſt Ears to bear it. 


l -  oract Sd himſelf muchat the fame rate, 
I ( * the PRI of - the Stage, and its Fre- 


1TETS. 


2 RY E atendan Milan: amator Origenis ili 
i; ot a patriam mine donat fundung, laremgz 

a WY wy .nmt ng. cur wxoripues unquam allen 

| cum Minis SN cum Merrinicibue unde 


Sera. Lik I. Sat, Il, 


ho of ut the Haunters of th 
bs pnontcg ins In the ſe 


by . , ' # {5 'e on, The lewd Perſons 
Wale frequens rhe: - cþ% 7s no Apology ie Bs 


He 


| he Sta "36s we THAT bo "+ 4 
tne DONgy vecommand ty 
| deSuge "The ip of” God. tur 1206" $5 AG 
the Play Nu Jes arrion-Crou 
carb in a Feb of- Ds Fc Ny 'S'7 
expreſs it, it witl-nor thence follow 
ow! muſt flock to-the Rendevouze of thi 
vr the quite contrary, and I:muft of he 
tell:him, that ſo long as our Stage is. KEE: 
it will be impoſſible to keep our pub blick A f 
 blies pure: They learn ſuch Tewd Pra ai 5 
wanton Behaviour at the 'Phy-houſe,  that't 
ſmell ſtrong of the Infeftion; 1 when th . 7 Co n - 
bonne jnFege 508 CHE, lame of”: Flog! 
- om, againſt thoſe that My 
Wo boos we Songs his rime *, And. we fmd.. Or 
fame Mind ; that there's no | ig oe 
 cleanneſs 'of the To _ ſo ga ; the Thea 


Quid faciet Cuſtos ?rum font tot in Urbe Thiatri® 1 
Cum ſpettet fangos lg Arne” EIS - 1 


i our Author obj, that hs Saryr is is nor & 
rected againſt the Stage; but levePd at woo” 
the Boxes and Galleries. I reply, that the 'ComÞi 
Y nel diſcovers. the Entertatament, "the" £ rr ) d þ 
ws will ſcarcely reſortto'a Banquer of wee 
meats, but the ſcent of a dead Catcaſe willknlt: 
them 5 | The Poets already quored, fa 
thing in Vindication of the Theatre, and -Qt 


I + « i L3liiobac, oyns he pg. it down,” © A: 
 fiften on. theGuitr upon hs od ger hee 
' fore it. muſt be allowedas a juſt gms 

ww XF oi thePoets "ind Actors with nent 1; 'k ew | I | 


the Crimes: We have already' teartl] 


and of the' FH of the 
Poets, by. which it' is 
rge the Guilt upon the -Fhe- 
Son the Attors'and' Spetta- 
me broyght-in"the Evidence 
Nan Domeſtic iſtorians, to-prove 
neerned in the Stage; have trequent- 
bo the! Peace, by Tumults, Sedirions, and'0- + 
Yanons Diſorders ; by all which it appears, 
a "the Play houſe ever fince its firſt Inſtirution, 
3 been a 'cothmon--Nufance, - and ſhall -now 
e Liberty, "to give a brief CharaQer-of . 
gt fr Writers and Aﬀors, from- Authors -of un- 
| ſton: able Credit, and- the two repenting -Po- 
YI £6, that have already oblig'd us with an Angto- 
6. - 4 C of the Stage: 


OE” FE" 


= —_— 


4: CAP. XV. | 
all The he Obaratter of the Stave- Poer s and 
"* 8 Players. 


s bill | _antient Romans held Players.in 19 
t Th / ngetr-Dugrape [and [Comme t, becauſe 
| Tl '- of their vicious and difſolute oa $ that 
whey diſfranchis'd;and removed them from. their 
_ hy ; =, diſhonour ta,the RomanBlood, 
[; - = nc the a4 arentage from whence th deri * Valeriug 
Origiah an totally Baniſh'd at Men | 
drove, them, out of their 5. — An 
| © ſame account, as. We heve, Al in Triberins 
r Fa | h threw: them. out of her _—_ 
"yon. Kan] the (of Grin Emp ew them 


out 


3 


dof nk al E 3006s 


+ AdSeleuc, * ner of Brutal oil Noa Fi of, 
Prin E-* & 1) oft Pl Fes 
” . 4fong, and deſerye 5 They 
*-they Perſonate thoſe Fillanes 5 Which the: bo 
+ Hom. in © of all Nations icommand .M/ Fs to avoid }, 
Marth. 6. Cyprian calls them, *Maſters of he 
5 that erat 5 could. Jay $rTy * al a | 


| that abroad, which Cp gh comm ad | 
* Eyift. 1.2© at home *. M 
Epi. -0* oi tuguftine calls them, <moſt villanons Jeb 

« lows, and commends the Prudence of the R& 
+ De Civit. © mans, tor dis- franchiſing then'f. —— Nic! 
Det 12.64 Jaye Cabaſe la lays, © there can- be nothing mo F 
De vit. in © Wicked: or villanons than \a Hlayer T.3—_ 
Chriftol. 2. Bodin writes, © That their ir Pro 
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[ ad Company, and that they owe their 
7 1 wand > or Nang on to the Almighty : 
fore be did not cenſure the Stage. Certainly 
"2  Logician would be hifled out of tha 
Our Author by the ſame ſort of Argu 
viniay prove, that I approve his Book, 
EL have quoted” his Arguments, and turn'd 
ie inſt himſelf, as 'the Apoſtle. turn'd the 
Y ceſh ns of the Heathen Poets, againſt thoſe - 
it-follow'd and admir'd them. 
nent ning 
amfelf bas ſpoke in the Words 0 
M = e trimer ries? I's ſurely a little © 
4 dication of the Innocence” of the Profeſſion +. + Pag. 57. 
ie mean'the Art of Poefie, there's no Manof 
L 3 Senſe 
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Argument as thi F ni 
Dunghill, therefore Ennius Deng antes 
—"_ oy "MINE. AY 7 th Fo: T0 
now. 1 hat -1t 1s tbe t buſh, 
which enlighteneth _— 0: 
World*, and that Gifts hogan {na 
* 7am 1-from him ? muſt the Holy Ghoft therefc ay. 
I9. cauſe he again. makes uſe of ſome « = 
vine. Beams, which he had gracionly: i 
the Minds of the Heathen P hiloſgphe "5.1 
Poets, give his Imprimatur ,to- their - 
cies and lewd Theology 2 Our Author's & 
will conclude as ſtrongly for this, as for a 
fence of the Stage. 

He comes next to E uire into the R # © 
this over-violent Zeal of the primitive Faths - | | 
againſtthe Stage, which hefinds to be.#be wi > 8 
ſSonableneſs of 11, becauſe it tas then time $f pets 
ſecution, and that by \ frequenting the | Stage, ably 

#0:57,58 berded with their Perſeeutors and Murderers o 
- The Falſhood of this will appear from 
Quotations of the Fathers : lves under'th 
Head ; Theſe are ſome of their Reaſons,;. hed 
ng es nfayrrnk ch Sa 
Emo na 'd from 
- tures.. The hs Comte condane 
for the Fa qe and the firſt "Quiſtan 
rors condemn'd them by their .Im 
upon that ſame Account, as has 
ſaid; fo that -our Author -diſcovers - rene 
Few | Reading or ſomething that* a when. hea 
rom 
y0ne-sp, t0 lerts the a 


_ | ſhall conclude this Head ith 
the Reverend, Learned and. Pious 
Baxter, as to-the, Stage and : Reading Sw fP 
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navees; as T' find it in his Cbriftien ot 
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p47 think I Lye how o heard of; a Lavfil 
or m ge thar 
tid in in, and that GG av common! 
xd are not only Sins, but heinous aggravatec 
I theſe Reaſons, I. They perſonate odious 
re; Vitiouſly, that is, 1. Witkiout - | 
1" reciting finfal Words, and repreſenting 
"Actions, which as they were Evil in the 
i committing fo'they are in the needleſs Re- 
tition, Eph.5.3, 12: But Fornication and all 
boleanee}; or Covetouſneſs (or Luft) let it not 
*once 'named among you, as becometh Saints , 
= Filrhineſs nor fooliſh Talki —_—_ Zeting, 
Þ are not convenent, but groing of 
hs, —— For it is © ſhame coen toſpeak of 
7 things which are done of them in Secret. 
. Becauſe they are ſpoken and aQed common- 
y withour that Shame, and Hatred, and Grief 
ich ſhould "rightly affe&t the Hearers wi 
» Abhorrence of the and therefore tend to 


# 5 4 reco ncile Men to fin, and to tempt them to take 
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t'but for a matter of Sport. Hl. There are 


> = ually fo many "Words: falſe ( tho* 
NF r Lies)-uſed in ſuch Aftings of Good 
-e as is unfayoury, and: tendeth to tempt 


TI Tigion and ſe ſpeaking, "1H. There 

ally fuch multitudes of vain Words pour'd 

onths Circumſtantialsas are a fin themſelves, | 
"retnpt the Hearers to the like. TV. They 


; b: ly mix ſuch amorous or other ſuch enſhar- 


ons or AQions as are fitted to kin- 
e Mets finful Lofts, and tobe Temprations to 
the Evils which they pretend tocure. 'V.A great 


* 4 ea of precious Time'is waſted in them, which 


have been'much detter ſpent, to all the 
<lawful 


c—_— 


% 


74 © lanfil B 4 hich they can intend. VI: 
: * the pr of As Ly oo at nero 
AG God havingalF 
*lowed.us fo ns oice oy better, " t-cannck 
©be lawful to chooſe a worle., The Body w hich 
© moſt needeth Exerciſe with moſt of the-Sp 
© tors, hath no exerciſeat all, and: the mind-mai 
y " be much more truittully Kecreated. many-w | 
variety of Books . or Converſe,- by contal bay be 
* plating. God and his Works, rs os | 
* thou hrs of the heavenly Glory, Ec. So thatit” 
1s hs 6 as unfitted to its pretended Ende” 


* VI. It's uſually beſt ſuited with the;moſt car 7 | 
« Minds and more corrupteth the AﬀeRions- 
, *Paſſons,as full Experience. proveth. Thoſe 

© moiſt love and ule them, are:not ——_— 
© them; but ..commonly are the moſt look, u | 

* podly , ſenſual A. VIL. The beſt abE'F 
© wiſeſt Perſons leaſt reliſh them, and- are-c0 ry , |} 


© monly moſt againſt them , - and -they-- are he 
© able to make iment, what doth moſt h 
6 or hurtthe Soul. Therefore when -the--ſent 
© fay, We profit by them as much as by: 
© they do but ſpeak according, to their Senſe a ' 
Luſt: As one. that hath rhe Green-vicknels m wt ; 
* ſay Coals, and Clay, and- Aſhes do me mn p LF 
© good than Meat, becauſe they are not ſo:f tO - | 
*judge as.thoſe that have a:-healthful State / and” 
0 © Appetite. And it ſeldom pleaſed the Conſeie 
* of a dying Man, to, remember the time: he 
* ſpentat Stage Play Ss. TX, Uſually there ismu 
© coſt beſtowed on _ which might be be 
employed, and therefore i is unlawful. .X...C =] 
© hath appointed a ſtated. means, of-,inſtruQing® 
; * Souls by Parents, Miniſters, &c.. which-is me A 
* more fit and powerful. Therefore that--zime% 
* were better ſpent ; and it. is.doubtfal whett df 
, ek houſes be not a ſtated. means of; Man's 
gy Ricurion 
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5 ſerup'to rhe”ſame pretended uſe as the 
"of Chriſt, Ha Þ'be not 
| dment. -'Formy part 

mot dafond him: if-any ſhall fay that the 
il hath-apiſhly made' theſe his' Churches in 
entree with the Churches of Chrift. XL Ir 
he emeth to: mea; heinous Sin'for Players to live 
* pon this'as' a Trade and FunQtion, and to' be 
ed ated for it,”and maintained init; that which 
Wight be uſed as a Recreation, may not always 
emade a Tradeof. NIL There is no mention 

t ever” fuch Plays were uſed in Scripture- 

W any godly Perſons. XII The Pri. 

pit: ive ns and Churches were commonly 
t them : Many Canons are yet to be ſeen 

F which they did 'condemn them.” {Read bur 
om Reimolds againſt Albericus Gentilis, and 

© you ſhall fee unanſiwerable Teſtimonies 'from 
ES *Councils, : Fathers, Em ors, Kings and all 
3 ſober her Airy inſt the XIV. Thouſands 
© ple in our'time have been undone. 
'N arg ome atthe Gallows, and many Ser- 
'Þ &, '* nts, Who run - out in their Accounts, negleCt. 
$=their Maſters Buſineſs and turn to' Drunkenneſs 
& Whordom and Debauchery, do confeſs that 
ge-plays were "not the 1a " or leaſt of the 
Temptations, . which did ' over-throw them. 
XV. The beſt -that can be faid of theſe Plays 
; "that they are controverted and of doubtful 
awfulneſs ; but there are other-means enough 
E-undoubrtul. and uncontroverted Lawfulneſs, 
wr the ſame honeſt ends; and therefore it is a 
In to do+thar'which is doubtful withour need. 
Mipowall theſeReaſons, T adviſe all that love 
th ci x\ Time their Souls, ” their God and Ha Pt 
, to turnaway from theſe Nurſeries of Vice, 
2 & ro delight emſzlves in the Law and Ord? 
2 amersof the Savor F025 ol 


< ly, as} delight 
he to 8-1 _ minds of Enſual Þ | 

© with ſuch idle fumes and in Fancin <8 

< may divert them from: the ſerious whe 

«had Salvation. and (which is no fmall 1ok6) 

© Rob them of abundance of that precious t 

* which was iven them for more 1 


; _ Uncleannef, and him that would go 6 
© with Robbers to learn to hate Thievery. ; i 
ho eres Cree 
I 
* better? 2. Whether better Books and Pra 
< would not edifie them more? 3. Wheter 
* gene Cones of Reman ao. Pj be I 
Lovers of the Book of GER 
«Fol Life? - 44 Whether they feel ir 
| vihar the Love of theſe Vamities doth/ 
« their Love to the Word of God; and kill 
* fin, and prepare them for the Liferto'vc 
« dean contrary ? And | would defire men nt 
_ © prate againſt their own -and Rea 
* nor to diſpute themſelves into dammable it 
© tinency, nor to befool da ner 
* words, ———  —— 


© A P. XVILL - 


ein fo lv PLAY S. 
Firſt on Beauty in Diſtreſs. 


fps | mext to make ſome Remarks on M, 

- Mottens's Play call'd, Beauty in Diftreſs, - 
EEE 
as 2 tion, . It 
ab nh. ce to obſerve from Mr. 

:2q4he Author, that 3 


id © Wit and "tae Talent of 

| _— 7-are uncontrovertible ; but his turning Re- 
- from the Proteſtant Metigion ,. Which ab- 

s the ;DoQine. of - Killing (S498 GS, and 
to-the-Churchof , Which hath 

Tn _ to the Dignity of Merit, 
Man alive to charge 

- roms 6 Reboll ion, - gw} iS no.convin- 
EEE his: many Judgment, either 

a Chang: ha dee der lvdlagin nt 


\ 


oof imes CE ebeg "there Sercyiod 

of *Senſe would have thought themſel 

cern'd in the- RefleQion ; -but--as-it-is--levell; 
. againſt all the Clergy without diſtinCtion, hea m1 w | 
give me leave to: tell him that it may Rag 


roy'd, _ Sibthor nga _ het 
Porky on Oltience Dothan 
Ms the 25 was above Soto and Arie v7 Po Z 


of our Eftates Lives and Liberties: mmm 6 Ch 
ſent of Parliament, were the chi hief' Fi 

the Rebellion, and ſet the two Conſtituent 3 pag 
of qur Government T the King' and Partiamenty 
he by the Ears: And were by conf oy ; 


chat with the Reveries of * Hugh P, & 
the reſt of the Enthufiaſtical Tribe, who carrie 4 
things to the other Extream, ' when the on 
bes render d Mat! by Oppreſtion. Bur as forth c 


of the Engliſh Clergy, either 'E 

po yterian, the Charge 15 Malicious and Inj 

rious. The beſt of the Churchof England Cleigy 4 4 

x JR the Stage in thoſe times, as well as the”: 

Presbyterians, yet'it's known that both of he - 

oppos' the carrying on of things 'ro- that/h ight/ 

which they afterwards came'to. And: 1 muſt be 

leave to tell him that his Brethren of. the” Sta Xt | 

by nfarping upon the Sabbath, and chang he" 
Pretenfions of the People to their 'Libert "and - 


Property had no ſmall ſhare in bringing 
laroities he ſpeaks of. Or if he be fora later Th 


ſtance, T can oblige” him with one"that-is till ] | 
freſh in Memory, Tie. That the Nonjurant Cletgy®: 
in this Reign, the Pupils or Followersof Sibthor = 
and Manwaring in that of- King Charles,” were 4 q 
zealous for the ilately-intended French Inv: Sons ( 
that noleſs than a Troop of them'did-offer th 

Service to hallow-the Rebellion, * and” ſome 


1CTT 4 
«x58 


nikon ay Jer daraion of theirs: 


| Bir to: pong to:the Play it ff. 


cave it 16-the Confideration of the Author, 
the: pager þ Liries of-the Prologue, 

t come under the Apoſtolical Prohibi bition of 
y Y Taking and; fooliſh OG which is: not 


= 4 ISTiny 
- Twas ludied to be paid in {ADH 

NE e when ſome bf you ſo: nice were grown 
ſta whe & from enery kind of Fleſh: bur: ane. 


- And a little lower: 


Ohio a Reformation $ coming on, .. 
js bear theſe: Moral Scenes: with Reſignation, 
mare! NO: to; ectdagher from darling Forni- 
1197735715 (cation. 


* wit af, Trina, and Men: hath branded. 
m with me Charatter of FOOLS, that make 
4 Thc þ Elan -whether- theſe Lines be * Prov. 14; 
7 ted a Foram thingelſe, but to make the Audi- ver- 9- 
* on 'of: being forrowful for fin, let 


an jud Nor is the Jerk {at -the Refor- 
on very ry Lax, abba tory jo confidering how 
Þ hit has been recommended ot late both by 
TR Parliament. | 


zen.as to the Epilogue 1} -cken' by Mas. Tas 


ws ning and Stabbing you have ſen me ſedpe 
in ad, has you think-no-mighty- thing, a «Haas 
of »y 


x: / 


FOOT, . rate ch 20 
ver. I1 BESS 
which is cenainy 


TOs: I2, 


cently bs uce a Billet cox. -or fo pl 
liſh, an Zppointment arp x foine Cullie, 


Then be goes on with the Petition this. & 


T Gln dread Cri niceſt B 
HE irons —_ : 


Youwho ro char or = 
Or tem 


- Rakes, uckolds.Citt: 
I! pra this 


- Tr camot be.denied la KD grea 
truth ſpoken in jeſt, -and'that this's 


ewer words and frequent 

i mh eye 

t at the Karo 
Eprook is 1 more a 
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A, Motive to that-or 
þ __ it does: rather 
all-Duties, 


7 to come to the Play i it fel, 
| ith many others, deſerves 


"ny ns 


4) 
wil 4 


- Richipulis attempt to-R 


AQ; with mb 
g mad with. 


- 
». 
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gon to 2] Exit, and diſplays his Crime 
by to expoſe it'; but that is a poor pretence; we 
ſt-not do evil that good may'come- of it, eſpe- 
Wy when the fatal 'Experience of our own and 
mer Apes is enough to .convince:-us that- thoſe” 
eatrical Repreſentations nouriſh Vice. inſtead 
ceurbing it. The Holy Ghoſt, who knows the 
tity of Humane Nature, hath forbid zhar For- 
ration or Uncleanneſs ſhould be nanid amongſt 
$77, Without abhorrence,/ and much more ſuch 
Repreſentations of it as may any way: tend. to 
dfrupt the Mind. Many other Remarks might 
:made upon this Tragedy, but theſe are enough. 
.ſhew, that whatſoever our Author may pre- 
End. his Reformation comes ſhort of the Scrip- 
te:Rule, and is liable to. the Exceptions of 
boſe very. Fathers whom he and his Church of 
wand Divine would reconcile tv the Stage, 
& particularly St.Chy/otom, who as I have men- 
Soned already, ſays, © That Stage-Players deſerve 
Ithouſand deaths, becauſe they perſonate thoſe 
Villanies, Obſcenities and. Adulteries which the 


o- n of all Nations command men to avoid. 


a M  ' Remarks 
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| Remarks on the Rape, or og _ 7 


In the next place I ſhall take notice of a Þ 
intituled, The Rape, 'or Innocent Impoſter, Prix 
- in 1692, And whereof I underſtand. the 7 
a Clergy-man, of good Reputation, and rn 
am bound in Charity to think that he 
corre&, and not 'to incourage. Vide. by his F 
bur as the Pulpit, and not the Stage was his b if A! | 
nels, :he was out of his Road ' when he meds nf | : 
with Plays; and : tho* it be moxe modeſt a 
chaſt than that .call'd Beauty in Diftre s yet, 
dare refer it to his own ſerious th 
ther Genſelarws premeditated Rape upon Ei 
his glorying in it after the commiſſion of the fo ; : 

; Crime, and infifting fo much. upoh the-ſatis Y 

Qtion he had in it, even to the laſt moment whey 
he was' to die for it, be agreeable. to the ihe 
Rules of Modeſty ; or whether it has not tathet i : 
tendency to incourage Luſttul Youth to dangerow 
att . Nor is Euriones. praQtice, who kill « : 
her ſelf after the Rape, to be propos'd as a F 
tern in ſuch caſes. '' Our Author knows char 
Fathers diſallowed of all ſuch Repreſentation | 
that they looked upon then to be contrary to the 
Scriptures, which methinks ſhould have hindy a þ 
him from employing himſelf that way, and & 6] 
much the more, that he knows the miſchief tt 
Hath been done to our Morals and Religion ;1y 
the _—_— wn mas —_ might > afluc «i 'E 
to take a greater Liber his Exam 

We need go no fakes fo at-inftance 2 at 
Mr. Dwrfey, in his Comedy call'd, The Campc ol 7 
ers, Who values himſelf 1o much upon his. 
verſation with ſeveral eminent Men of 'Þ 
EÞurch, and the Aſſurance of their good. Wards 
prove his good Behaviour, that he thinks it Tui nc 
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tr toward off the heavy Charge Mr. Collier has + 
brought againſt his Comical Hiſtory of Doz - 
wo rr 7. Nay, a Page or two further, he Tri- fPreface to, 
amphs, and thinks he has ſufficiently anfſiwerd Campaign: 
Mr. Coli, when he tells him, that Mr. Thomas ** P- 3+ 
Randolph, a Gown-man of Wit and Learnin 
akes it his whole Moral, in his piece call'ld, 
df fk Looking glaſs, to vindicte the Stage*. * ibid. P+ 7+ 
A X | miſchievous Conſequences is it for | 
3 Elergy-men to give Countenance to the Play- 
Wi 14 tou: keep hy does, —_ _ : Jus them- 
et _ mpan ay-roets, Or 
CF Defenc the Proms. T* hal ae hy further 
Ie thes enſe of Antiquity againſt their Praftice 
br that Matter, but would humbly propoſe to 
ir Confideration, Wherher it be ſuitable to 
a 3: r CharaQter thus to Countenance ſuch Men as 
Atv by our Statute-Law been declar'd Ro | 
nd whoſe rofeſſion the beſt of the Church of Eng. 
*3 xd Divines ſince the Reformation have- writ 
Edit as Unlawful, and which Repenting, nay 
Heathen Poets themſelves have condemnd-and. 
*Fabhbord, as has heen already prov'd. 
«yy *T hough they may pleaſe themſelves with the 
Y — which that ſort of Men have given to | 
»2 Diltenters, from the. Stage, which Mr. Durfey 
"= gues as a piece of Merit in his Co//:ns's Walk 
| ro' London and Weſtminſter *, and by which , ;,-, 
& confirmsmy Conjeure, as to the Reaſon of the 3 
af Silence of the Cl Cong epcinf the Theatre ; 
x et they will find at laſt, that. they themſelves 
= Ml! not eſcape, but muſt partake of the Cha- 
= #iement, thro' the Backs and Sides of Clergy- 
a & " ef n of other Denominations. The Op- 
_ probrious Terms of Sqy-grace, Cuff cuſhion, &c. in 


bed 6 38 call'd, The Relapſe, are as applicable to 
"1 = of the Church ot "England as to others, 
d Can ſerve to no other end, but to render the 
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Remarks on the Conpaigners, } 
Miniſtry Ridiculous ; and therefore *it's.bnt juſt 
that ſuch ofthe Clergy as have been : pleaſed 'F 
with — nes; Refletions upon their B E 
[ the Diſſenters |] ſhould come in their 'turn 10\feel 
rhe Laſh. 4 > : ; : 5 
It is not to be denied- but the Clergy have Þ 
their Faults as well as others ; and ſo had the F 
blefſed Apoſtles, who own that the ' Treaſure of Þ 
the Goſpel is committed to Earthen Veſſels F.. And 
T2 Cor. 4. that they had their Humane Frailties like other Þ 
yer+7: Men; but it would ſcarcely be allowed in any Þ 
Chriſtian State, that the Theatre ſhould - make 
ſport- with Peter's Swearing and Denying | bis 
fter, Paul's Thorn in the Kleſh, or Batnabass Þ 
Diſjention.. Nor by parity - of Reaſon: ought it 
to be allow'd, that the Miniſters of the Golpel, F 
ſhould be fo treated now, for tho' they have not F 
the ſame Power with the Apoſtles, nor their pre- 
tenſions to infallibility in Do&rine, yet their OF Þ 
fice is ſtamped with the ſame Authority; and F 
ey are commiſſioned by one and the ſame Ma- F 
er. «(10 


Reflefions on' the Campaigners. 


Icomenext to View the Camparzgners, a Comedy | 
writ-by Mr. Durfey, who, it would ſeem, thinks Þ 
himfelf above Ketormation. _ = 

I am no way concern'd to take notice of his | 
Preface upon Mr. Cv//ier, becauſe I find nothing 
of Argument in it, but meerly Recrimination, Þ 
which is nothing ar all to the purpoſe... But this Þ 
I am ſure of, that Mr. Durfey's Comedy could F 
have as little good Influence upon the Morals of 
his Audience, as Mr. Co//zer's Books can have upon | 
the Principles of his Readers, == 


| Reſin 01 nth Cong, 


+ But to come to his Play. 


; + The Dialogiie berwixt Van Scopen and Maſcar- 
[2 I; 9 in his firſt AQ, can have no other tendency, 
F bit to harden fuch Fellows in their Impiety and to 
; 0: ach them cm Art of Drunkenneſs, Filching and 
Þ ig the P 
4# 3 ſ bs Ooeiſtence betwixt Dorange and Kingl/ove 
adapted to nothing elſebut to nouriſh Vice;and 
| Fo reach the Method of moor, Ladies ; ; and 


HE 
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tous Poems of Ovid, and other Heathen Authors, 
+ F are not fit to be put into the Hands of Youth, 
"FF till they be reformed and purg'd from their Laſci- 
F vious Impurities; for till that be done, we can 
. no other Improvement of them, than ſich 
@profane one as Mr. Durfey has here preſented 
Fs with. In the mean rime here's very Civil 
$ Freatment for Princefles and Ladies of Quality, 
{War Piſtoles a-picce;is purchaſe enough tor their 
'Honours. 
His Letter too, is 1Noble Exemplar for his La- 
tes . when they have a mind to treat 
y, and his delicate Oaths of Gad and 
ud, Gadzooks and Gadzoons , and Swearin 
|| Heaven, are mighty Ornaments for the Dif: 
2 core of hisGallants ; ſo that they may fave 
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themſelves the trouble of Leaming any . other” 
 Rhetorick. | ng, "= 
His Banter upon the French Marquis's broken 


th is a Copy for the Gallican Stage to-bring 


- in Engliſh Gentlemen ſpeaking barbarous French, 
with your Heumble Serunyour Monſeer.. = Y 

His Dutch Burgomatiter. and Engliſh Mer 
chant are admirably fitted to make Trade -anf 
Commerce Ridiculous ; though Eng/and and Hol. 
land have by that means riſen to their preſent FF 
Grandure. 4 | \F 
nm DG: _— ixt my inp i- 
preſenting the Souldiery, © as Rogues with long 
© Chines, full Calves, Varlets, Poltroons, Cuckol : 
© making Raſcals that huff and ſtrut about with | 
© our Money, that they ſhould all be hang'd when 


© the Wars are done, is very civil -to the Gentle Þ 


men'of the Sword, and calculated no doubt 40 
give them a good Impreſſion of our Merchants 
and Tradeſmen, and to.createa good underſtand F 
ing betwixt them. _ _—_— 
His Ragg-carrier of a Regiment is an honour- 
ble Title for Ex/jgns and Cornets; Robbing of Þ 
Hen-rooſts is as Noble an Eniployment he has i 
found out for the Soldiers, and his jerk at the 
Government fot /etting their Pay fall into Arrears, 
conſidering the Difficulties the Nation hath la- 
bour'd under for want of Money, is of admits 
ble uſe too. | « 


I come now to his Second Aft. FF 
\. Where we have Miin Heer Tomas and Anily 
his Wife expoſed to our View, as a choice i- FF 
ſtance no doubt of the Happineſs of a Married 
State. This muſt needs have been very charming Þ 
to the Ladies; eſpecially ſuch of them.as are | 
clinable to be far, to hear this modeſt RefleQion! 
upon Aniky, That ſhe importuned ber Husbant 
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rt mach for his Beneuolence, yet ſo fat was ſhe 
"Jgud /o incapable of Childing, "oa an | Iriſhman 
3 #2 2/ſoon get a Bantling out of a Bogg. . But by 
= Mr. Duarfey's leave, Harlem Meer, or the Ma- 
 riſbes about Dort, had been nearer at hand for a 
F Purchman; tho' by the way muſt tell him, that 
FF all National Reflections are unmanly, as well as 
F pomannerly, and were never attended with good 
Conſequences. _ tx ERP 
2 Annikys accufing her Husband of Frigidity, and 
 fewearing as ſhe was a Catviniſt, if ſhe lrved a 
month longer ſhe would have one to connrwe with 
ber too, is Mx. Darfey's Civility to the Ladies of 
the Audience, and a Genteel Complement to the 
[Reformation heyond Sea. 

8 Min beer Thomas's Reply, That as the Go- 
# vernment gave Toleration rd Conſcience for their 
Souls, be would groe ber one for ber Body too, is 4 
handſom Allufion, a neat Raillery on the. Liber- 
[ty granted to the Difſenters here in England, and 

an admirable Pattern of a Good Natur'd Witral. 

| >Well, ler's go on to the Concluſion of Thamas's 

-{uperfine Anſwer Gadsbores (fays he) 1 fancy we 

Lie always like two Udders 1n a Diſh without: ere 

a Tongue. This is an admirable . proof of the 

> Modeſty of the Engliſh Stage ; and enough to 

choak Mr. Co/lzer with a Lie for accuſing it of 
-Immorality and Profaneſs. 

 Aniky Replies; © Queazy Fellows that have 

-* no Appetites, can't reliſh the fineſt Haunch of 
 * Veniſon, : when a ſtrong healthy ſtomach would 

| * feed heartily and be glad of it. And Thomas 

= anſwers; But if he were to feed upon't ten and 

*£:twenty Years, as 'tis the caſe of us miſerable 

[2*:Husbands, he would be glad to change it for 

= * the Haunch of a Horſe. This is admirable en- 

* couragement for Married Perſons to frequent the 

Theatre, where they may have fuch excellent 

b M 4  Leffons 
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\ .. Lefſonsof Conjugal AﬀeQtion and Chaſtity. Theſe?! 
are-the Curious Repreſentations - that edifie our” 
Beaus more than the beſt Sermons, . and contri- 
bute ſo much to. the happineſs of Mankind. .. + . Wa 

But to conclude this Noble LeQture of Chaſtity, WY 
6. Thomas tells her, that ſhe's a-groſs Barren Hen, W* 
© that is ſo rank fed, ſhe's uncapable of Breed, and K* 
< yet ſo greedy ont, that ſhe's eternally ing, F f 
© that he would Lock her up over the Stable, FI 
< where ſhe ſhould have Heirs, and the great Giby WS 
© Catt there ſhould Father them; and ſhe tells F* 
* him; that ſhe Rooſts among Cravens that have! Wh 
* got the Pip; If Cocks were good, Hens wouldz We 
have Chickens. Now I leave it to the Reader thaty Wi 
has any ſenſe of Religion to judge, whether thes #1 
Evil Spirit of Uncleanneſs himſelt could expreſs? 
; things in a more fulſom and undecent ' manner y. Wi 
yes theſe are. the Men, and thoſe are their Me" Wi 
thods hat are to recommend Virtue and diſcourage" 
Vice. | Wi 


13 

\ . T amcome next to his Nzrſes Song, Scene Il: 
which with his Scorch Song, and his Reformation: W 
Song, will help to Compoſe a Pſalter for the De- ' FF 
viFs Church, as the Fathers call the Tar hong 1 


The firſt Song is an admirable Leſſon of Chaſtity, YI 
fit to be ſung to Mr. Durfy's Lyre, and may vye*'W 
tor Modeſty with any that's to be found in Ovid: 
or Martial. It's a delicate Sonnet for Nurſes to: W 
{ing to their Young ones, that they may ſuck in" W 
Virtue like Mother's Milk, and muſt needs tend 
highly to the Edification of the Siſters and Bro- I 
thers in their Izens, when they take a ſtep into Þþ 
the Nurſery to ſee and divert themſelves withal 
their Infant Brothers or Siſters. It muſt needs 
leave a Chaſt Impreſſion upon them to: hear#K 
Nurſe tune out thele Modeſt Lines. - - il 
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T retnrt in due feafon my Billy ſhall wed, BET] 
d'lead a young Lady from Church to hex Bed); 
8, h! welfare the lofing of her 
FW ihe n Bill comes near her to kk, ki, kiſs 


oc would have their Nurſes taught to 
g Verwuous Songs, had beſt ſend them to Mr. 
, who can farniſh them with admirable 
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4B Zur to proceed; That our . Author may make 
lis Comedy all of a piece. His Fable.of Pare 
atting into Angelicd's Bed in a Woman's Dreſs, 
tudes 'a very good Leſſon for inſtrutting a wild 
ext: vine "Bemp: how to. debauch and ſteal a 
or un "Such 2 Repreſentation as. this cannot 
fil of raifing very Chaſt Paſhons among the: Au- 
Gience ; and the other part of the Fable endea- 
Waring to match her with Bondevelr under the 
gotion "af a 'pure Virgin, contains an excellent 
; bat ern of Moral Honeſty, and teaches an In- 
/ Fitipue of ſpecial uſe for imitation. 
þ; Then again in the third Scene we have a com- 
: " mndable CharaQter of the Engliſh Gentry, oy 
gi $ibeir Right buſineſs is nothing but pleaſure, and 
t I ſuppoſe is frequenting the Stage ; tor ther, 
s Mr. Dennz., is the greateſt pleaſure. Bur if 
is be the true Charadter of the Engliſh Gentry, 
ow comes it to paſs, that ſo many of them have 
A wy Vaſt Fortunes by application to Law, Phy- 
ki tk. Divinity and Merchandice? | 
| that meddle no further with this Lewd Co- 
ol ror can what I bave done already, be juſti- 
fed by any other Argument; but that it's fit the- 
| | ſhould ſee what an uſeful thing the Stage 
: af ki Reformation of Manners, 
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CAP. XIX. 


ay to Mr, Dennis's He fulueſs of w] 
STAGE. 


] mas i to conſider*Mr. Dennis's Ags 


ments in his Book Entituled, The U/c : 

of the Stags to the Happineſs of Mankind) o | 
Government and to Religion. ' 
The Title is ſufficient to diſcover, that I amy | 

- combate a Man of Affurance, who like another | 
Goliah bids Defiance to the Armies of F; | 2 
Councils. Scriptures, E&7c.& all that have bra'ndifl» 
ed their Swords againſt the Theatre. 1" 


His firſt Argument is, * That the' 'Srage 'is' "by [| 
< ſtrwmental to the Happineſs of Mankind 'in g& 
© neral, becauſe it- pleaſes them, and Ha | 2 
* Pag, I, 2, *conflt in Pleaſure * * Hig ws f ws 
he eman not ha () us 10 q 
as to draw his radon Form, he ; F 

pardon my Prefumption if I do it for him, aid 

thenT think 3 it will ſtand thus, 


Whatſoever pleaſes Men makes them bay | | 
wry Stage pleaſes Men, L 


Ta 6. 
þ % 
K 


The Falſhood of the firſt Propoſition is Þ þ 
manifeſt from the Experience of all Men, that 
cannot but wonder at our Author's Confidencet0 A 
advance it. The Libertine is pleaſed wil 4 


Paramour, and yet is ſo far from being haps x 
| his Pleaſure that it waſtes his Conſcience, 'cd- = 
times his Body and ruines his.Eſtate. The Dun 4 


- Anſwer 46 ' Mr. Dennis, &c, 171 "= 

ardis pleaſed with his Bottle, yet is ſo far from 
zing happy in it, that it has the ſame diſmal ef 
Qs upon bim,' as Uncleanneſs has upon the 
EVanton. —— The Glutton is pleaſed with 
- bs coſtly Cates and riotous Banquets, but is {6 
"Har from being happy in his Pleaſure, that heEn- 

Sails Diſeaſes upon himſelf and diggs his Grave 
- With his own Teeth. —— The Miter is pleaſed 
+ EE with his Baggs, yet is ſo farfrom being happy in 
} Sica, that he is eat up with carking cares how to 
* Pee: e them, or to lay them out to the beſt ad- 
+ To: prove. this Argument Mr. Dennzs ſays, 
r iSbat by Happineſs he could never underſtand 
Bany thing but Pleaſure, and that hecould never 
Eipoſiibly conceive how any one can be happy 
- Eiwithout being pleaſed, or pleaſed without be- 


- 28 2Pppy- 
£ Let him but-take a turn to Bed/am, and there 
> Bi may have convincing Inftances of puor ' 
; ENxctches being extreamly pleaſed with their 
+: F#oliſh Conceits.that are far from being happy ; or 
#t him vifit ſome of his Friends in a raging Fea- 
Br, ol genes hemay hear them expreſs a great 
48 


_ 
, leaſure and Delight in many things, and 
+; p__ Creatures fall much ſhort of being hayy- 
. His own Aſſertion [p.8.] That a Man cannot be 
0 * A without or agaiaft Reaſon, perteUly deſtroys 
Wis Propofition, for in all the Caſes above-men- - 
*-: tioned, thoſe Perſons are pleaſed both without 
Band againſt Reaſon, which plainly proves that it 
os not pleaſure, but a Rational Pleaſure ornone at 
all that makes a Man happy, otherwiſe the Brute- 
odeaſts, 'are-more happy than the happieſt of 


0" $o that if this be granted, which no reaſonable . 
| Manor good Chriſtian can deny, that our-Plea- 
$ fires ought to.be xuled by Reaſon, his Rags 
w_— W 
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will prove but a feeble Support: 

it ll eo highly bettle obo to ate ED 

that which is not only needleſs, wo ends fo 

which i it is ended, there an 
inted for that.as yd provdal hear cor 


© far ſhort of them, that by the concurring 
ſtimony of all A it is condemned for prot tit 


Cing the contrary 
To ſet this matter in 2 Clearer Light, lor : 
take 2 View :of thoſe Pleaſures which are to'l y 
reap'd from the Stage; Spiritual Pleaſures they 
are not, for Divinity and Religion are ſeldom 
never -mentioned there, but in order tobe: £7 
culd : Rational Pleaſures they cannot be, 
It is contrary-to Reaſon for Mankind ' to _ | 
themſelves with the Repreſentations —_ 
Murders, and all manner of. Villanies, - whi 
the principal part of the Entertainment ; the 
niſhnenes allotted them take up the leaſt p 
of the time, for moſt of that is ſpent in repretens. | 
ing the Intrigues that the Perſonal Dramartis cat * | 4 
on for —— their lwed Ends,and the _ 
they take in the Enjoyment of their — nd NY; 
the Impreſſion of the Tragical Cataſtro 
nerally defac'd by ' ſome Comical Con akon / 
laſt. So that upon the whole the Pleaſunes tf at Lt. 
are reap'd from the Stage muſt needs be ſenſua 
and if vellaning Þ in them conduce any. thing: * 
the happineſs of Mankind, then Reaſon and Rl | 
' gion too have put a horrid Cheat upon us, ougl || , 
to be baniſhed out of the World, and the = [ 
Deity we are to invoke is fome Czrce or othet” BY 
to transform us - into Dogs and Swine, that iW# | 
may be compleatly ha A For Mr. Dennis ſays [. 
(page 6 and 7.) The Philoſophers were Fools t# { 
. ſeribe their Happineſs to Reaſon, for that may ofs A 
zen affiiit 153 make us miſerable.gs an 1mpe 04 
20-0ur pleaſure, and noihing byt Paſfion can pleaſe y* 
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+; The canal con ook wa me mult be 
at cone | OOIS. and- - are 
7-in-this World: *T 

>. tell us, 8. That it's plain that tbe Hap- 
"7 _ this Life and the other, is owing to 
" ' not to Reaſon; ſo that he mult be 
s oly happy man here that wallows in his 
aſures, and indulges his paſſions. And in the 
xr World he - informs us, we ſhall be delrvered 
w hoſe Mortal Organs, and Reaſon ſhall then 

n : We ſhall lead the Glorious Life 0 

s pl, a Lit exalted above all Reaſon, a Life 

v San/fing of Extaſie and Intelligence. It this be. 
ww |K ta * Rhapſody of downright contradiQions, there 
& gn be no ſuch thipg as a contradiQtion in nature; 
 $+ i onal Sout without Reaſon, Underſtanding 
"i # Reaſon; and Reaſon dying with Mortal 
ay, there's another Fofition in the bot- 


ol tom of the 7th Page as extraordinary as any: of 


| T &, and that is, That the very height and ful- 
Bu of pegfure which we are promiſed in another 
+ Shife, muſt, we are told, dn from Paſhon, or 
id Ething that reſembles at leaſt no man 
"Yy | L we much as pretended that it will 7 the re- 
X l Y <4 Reaſon. Who it is that has told our Au- 
pos he-would do well to inform us ; for I 
Ve 95k Revelation is peculiar to himſelf 
iptures do. indeed ſay, That zn the pre- 
Lord there is fulneſs of Foy, and at 
| F Rig Lh band there are Pleaſures for evermore t;pſa, 16.11, 
; | [= ;are {o far from hinting at any thing like Joy 
; {| wit: tout Reaſon, that the Works of Creation, Re- 
y $ wption and. Providence and the Bearitical Vi- 
'F* :0E Godin his perfe&ions, ſeem to be plainly 
Kreal'd, to be the Reaſon of all the Halle/ujabs 
Kd Rapcures of Praiſe and Joy which the Saints 
Ell Eccho forth in Heaven to all Eternity. Abre- 
f x-is. reprelchted to us in Heaven with the ye of 
Beek ; hs 
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bus Reaſon, and arguing with Dives.” We are told 
that there is Joy in Heaven, by reaſon of the 'C 
verſion of Sinners, there's no doubt that''rhoſ 
Extaſies of Joy are above what our Reaſbns'now 
'able to comprehend, but that Reaſon -and Ry 
fexion ſhould. there ceaſe, there's not the leaſt 
- .ground to imagine. Our Author owns, . that we 
'-. hall lead the Gloriows Life of Angels, as'th 
whom it is plain from the Scriptures, thatxhgy 
are reaſonable Beings,” they make uſe of thei 
Reaſon to pry /into- the Myſtery of Redemprion,! 
and fung Songs of Praife at our-Saviour's.' Birfhy 
for this veryReaſon;that God had tedPeily: 
xpon the Earth and Good-will towards Men'; 'fioth 
all which it's plain, 'thar our Happineſs in Heavet 
will not proceed from Paſſion, but from owr- 
interrupted- Enjoyment 'of God , the Refleimm 
upon which with 'our Reaſonwill occafion etethall 
and A Joy. 5: 5 £56; 20 mn 
This Iconceive- will appear yet moreplainfwh # 
the following Conſideration, - viz. 'That' a Mah 
cannot be happy except heknow himſelf'to bes, 
arid ifwe have not the uſe of 'our Reaſonant Rb 
flection, we can never know "that "we are p. 
nor be ſenſible of the Dangers we have elca 
fo'that for Mr. Dexns's Heaven we had 'a&'goot 
be teduced to 'our: firſt nothing'as to enjoy it, 
Teing, according to. his Notion, ' we muſt: ther 
be depriv'd of the Fac ect 


- -paſt Dangers and preſent — Y þ 
= aftord a Ratjonal 'Soul fo much Delight, a5 
may have in a pleaſant Dream.” 2 OO 
- I ſhall only add, That to conceive a hun I 
Soil without Rea/on - after death, is to ſuppois I 
the very Effence of 'it annihilated, which is 
fair ſtep towards denying the Re/urretion and the BF? 
Ererniy of Puniſhnen%*nd Reward, a Doarine 7 
fitted to-the Pallate of- the Libertines of a & 
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the - principal, -Rule of whoſe. Faith and Man- 


F Ede, bibe, dor mi, poft mortem aulls Voluptas ; 
4 ' Or as the Scripture exprelles it, 


:. Let z4 eat anddrink, for to Morrow we muſt 
lhe *. | : Fo” Rs -- Px Cor. 15: 


2M . | 32, 
© If we have not the Exexcife of Reaſon in Hea- 
ten we cannot. ACt. Faith ypon thepromiſe of God 
vr. the Eternity of our Happineſs there, which 
mr Reaſon will tell us we may ſt afurd of, 
= Whecauſe bers the God of truth thut cannot lie, and 
"Wmrth whom there 1s no variableneſs nor ſhaddow of 
\ Wir 777. Nor can our ſervice, whichis Songs of 
* WEraiſc and Everlaſting Delight in the Enjoyment 
+ of his Preſence be reaſonable there, which will 
+ Wmake it leſs perfett than the Seryice that we are 
Kalled to here on Earth, which the Apoſtle, tells 
$154 reaſonable Service *, nor without it canwe 
Kiontemplate God the Author and Fountain of our 
” FHappines with Delight ; for according to Mr. 
" BDerne's Notion, there can be no difterence be- 
Eiwixt thoſe unconceiveable Tranſports of : Joy 
'4« @Fhich the Blefſed haye in Heaven, and the Rap- 
7 tures of a Mad-man, who can' give no reaſon for 
'Ewhat he does or whathe faysz-and how this can 
7 We acceptable Service to God, let any Man, that 
2 Was but the. leaſt Impreſſion of Religion Judge..— 
> Oar Saviour tells us, That Mary /ov dmuch:be- 
i Boſe much mas forgroen bers; Is it then conliſtent 
"#Z with reaſon, that we ſhall be fill'd with Raprures 
x Bof.Love and Joy in Heaven, and not know. the 
Eieaſon of it there,as wellas we kiiow the reaſon.of 
+ Soar Love to the Almighty bereon. Earth ; which is 
+6. # 0s Pardoning; Grace, thro' i Ah. 
7 Wb ," DUE 
| {3 
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| But to return to Mr. D's Argument, That *th- 
Pleaſure only that makes a man happy : He is guil-- 
ty of a great omiſſion in not explaining hisrerms, 
and telling us what- fort of Pleafute he means , | 
tho? to do him Juſtice there ſeems to be no great. 
need of it, when we confider that the is the 
Subje&t he treats of, whence thoſe Pleaſures are 
to be reap'd ; i tliat we cannot _ t reap 
any other Pleaſures but thoſe of Sin from ſuch at. 
unhallowed Soil. Bs 70 4. Bl 
But: allowing him, That a Moderate Pledfure- 
in our Latful Enjoyments bere is a happineſs nd. 
4'gracious Gift-of God, as without doubt it's 


that will not prove that we ought to create oiit 
ſelves feigned ObjeQs- of Pleafure,_ as all thoſe 
Theatrical Repreſentations are, ſeingGod allows 
us thoſe that are real. Much leſs will it provw- 
that we ought to hunt after Pleaſure, by havin 
our Paſſions rais'd, when there's no occaſion 
proper Obje for them, for that in' plain teri 


15 a perverting the uſe of *em,  and-forcing- 

beyond the [avon of Nature. 'God es d 
us with Love, and Hatred, and inſpired Reaſow 
able Creatures 'with a: defire to propagate theit 
own kind in purſuance of that' primitive Cone 
mand, that they'/hould increaſe and multiply; Wt 
at-the ſame time he has confin'd thar defirets 
certain Limits, That every Man ſhould have" 
own Wife, and every Woman | be own Hushanid\ 
whence *tis evident, that it's\unlawful for us 
frequent the Stage to have that Paſſion rais'd't 
ward we know not who, or to' endanger its being 
diverted from the Right ObjeQt. And as for Young 
Perſons who are unmarried, the Theatre: is tht 
moſt improper place in the : World” to" ſek's 
ſuitable Match in, and I believe ſeldom frequent 
ed on that account.” - I am afraid Favena/'s Obi 
vation holds too trueof the Modern Theatre. :1'* Þh 


aha been lane rote 
+. Buod /e ecurus ames guodg, inde expetere poffis. 


E And if the frequent them upon any other a& 
£0 wr, the railing of their Paſſions Sar bats their 


; The like may be faid of the other Paſtors, to 
ave our Azzer and Indignation excited againſt 
me know not who in a Tragedy, is far from the 
Jivir of being angry and ſin not. It was 
at Paſſion, to be angry at Wickedneſs in ſhew, 
at at Wickedneſs in reality. The ſame Rule 
rves for Pity and Compaſſion , we are to extend 
at towards Men in real diſtreGs, and not to have 
ur, afhon excited towards a Chimerical ob- 
tina Theatre that needs it not. It will hold the 
me as to Mirth and Delight; we are not to 
ake ſport, or to take pleaſure either in the fin 
x miſery of others; from all which it is =o 
at, that we ought not to frequent the Stage for 
b oy our Paſſions: But admitting that the rai- 
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of the Paſſions makes a man happy 3 by Mr. 
exms's own conceſſion, p. 16. the trequenting 
Fthe Stage is a very improper mean for it, for 
ere he owns, that the longer any man frequents 
ble Bays, the barder be is to be mov'd; and therefore 
d; Be may very well conclude from his own Premi- 
$1 ©” char” the ſeeing of ſo many unchaſt and 
| od) nn, is the ready way to take 
Fand 'dull that Horror which all men ought to 
mi Fitertain againſt the real praQtice of Uncleannels, - 
i Fuelty, and the other Vices there repreſented. 
2 his may be likewiſe prov'd by a very familiar 
tance : - Butchers, ' tho? but accuſtomed, ro- the 
Billing of Beaſts, have 1:6 horror generally for 
© BMurder thar'other men; and: Soldiers, who. are 
_ ns accuſtomed 
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27S wo be IR a ay enn nk E 2 
eine wid rate 
'are not y io com : 
hearted dats 7 ROY Field. 

'T muſt obſerve one thing by the way > before] 
go any further, vs. that Mr, Denzzs andthe Au. 
thor of the Review contradift one - aiothe in Gs 
matter. The Reviewer maintains 
that the Repreſentations of the- m- 
preſs the ſame Paſſions upon ' the. . — 

whereas Mr. Dennis afferts it, and think it the 
Glory of the Theatre that it does. fo,. _ſReing tak 
fing the Paſſions is the ofily Ngoc Fo oy 
happy. I-muſt declare my Agreetne or ie Mr, 
Dennis-as to the influence of-t 
tions u _— the Spe 
muſt te 


ho, rr PT, 


ron, as li 
and wiſeſt of men, X therefore | it is that ny 1 
oofs and puniſhments allotted . to Vice by. : 
have never -been able to obtain thoſe E 
. which Ry pretend to, v7z. the - Feouny rage 
ment of Virtue, but 
hath always pans d rpms; ads 


- # 


But to take a further View of Be. Dy Denmsy 
Notion, that we are = ha 
let's examine it alittle b menSens Sacred Wea 
find Son, who, had Rein 
ment of it, declaring, that all the Pleaſures ty 
Rog on aha] (even thoſe refined nn 
JM om and Knowledge not mo ro 
> thing byt Vanity and Vexation of. - NE < 8 þ- A 
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+ 3 Fo Ko wang fu ml _ a” 73 
16 route | for tooridly Pleefaryr, ar” | 
F be rl <a o, _ Ye, "a Luft of the Fleſh and_. 


iride of bye ns oh for orbid us 2p «jatle | 
Es far 10 ft ow Aeon on 001090 
; as 20 ;feti our: Afﬀetlions by Ro-15-Ug: 
| Trp 5 al, nſrat theage below, and't0 mtor- | 
hs effions.?, tells wg; that thoſe that * Col.3-2,5 
rad - off gr ry f cruri rhe Elo iwirh is Luft andAf- | 3 
Wy * 4, conderan thoſe that are-Lovers of Plea- *Gal.$.240 | 
ts wry dhew: Liners of GAY 6, mumber'' theſe * 2Tim-3.4 
ti by erve thier Lafts and Pleaſtres "among: Fools ? 
mo 1fdeavters, tell! us; that —— 6Tit. 3. 33 
” pe IRR: we ack the :to:coHſh 
1 2. qa ger vatad 371 the | 
viel. PEERS * ehus the':Word of God 7 Jam. 4-33 
: j Feeded by Pltofures x ate er Warld®, © NO * Luk. tag 
ne ap 48:r! 4 YE ; of 113 4 £3 
ans; þ1./ts much 25. faiPleaſire hy general; ab-theni 
wy N cons: £0 i Patticulars, Li Inordinare 
in Richesron Covetouſneſs, Z# \conteltie! 
» h3Lafifd Look after 's Woman: 3s * Col. 3. 53. 
d an Adalrory®. If we conſider a OT, * Mat. 4.28, 
1-2 > woe are commanded to be moleſt >; W466 IR 3; Tim.» 
«2.99 
aur: Dyet, tbe Seripture: informs ws, ts Ole T Pet. 3. 3. 
= ton ſho come to Poverty 4, and Arittly forbids ts + Pro.23-1. 
by v; ng- and. Drimkenneſs % If. wo confeder” obey RO.13-136 
7 Large, there's na cs po Communication 10 5 (,, go 
nei Bork Te ao of rag _ bat of” Jprech © Se 24 
res ond ht. woe | to be wit Graz} and ſrafone woiths 3+ 
wel > Ps Jookſh \ Feftang and filthy: liens is @ ) Col. 4.6, 
wy ged 5, And'in the whole;'the Apoltle teNs.* gh, g.43 _ 
bole 2us 2D! Sly Wa. ; Thatghoſe who'lee in Pleaſures, he | 
oi : (which tho* ſpoken 'patri- 5; Tim.g.6, | 
rar of Vows does by'parity of i eaſorr ex- | 
uy” Ti. end\ro\all Chriſtians.) We are" commanded to re-. 
4 Egqee,; as-if we refryced _ to uſe this World, as 
# wy not 
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and rods nth World t, ial i70 4 | 
zerneſs, Malice and Evil: peaking" eh N mW 
. "Then a mare. iis. ſo, hoiniedn\ 'any- Chriftian. 
elves in Paſſion, ' of Tranſports of- 
or in any fublunary. Thing ?* How cari they 
_ allow - themſelves in thoſe- fooliſh” Jeſts; filthy 
- Diſcourſes, -and  immoderate\Laughters that are 
. occaſioned by Comedies; or.in-that Wrath 'Cla 
mour, Malice--and:Revenge which breath forth 
every where i in Tragedies? How can they thatare 
- call'd to Mourn over their:ownVins, and thoſe of 
_ they, laugh: at. the Follies 'and \Lewdnefs'of 
ene onthe done hap or how 
. can they in pleaſure in the Oo 


| Gxrations of thoſe t many nm in 


_ that they o to hear ſpoken 
as commi CR? Fs dearthen dar 


X pace ur to (work out their Satvarion with fear 


| | Page® 


nary; rr ety nas Job 
LI Ren ith what Conſcience can 


eek that are meteor to. redectm- theirtime, 
miſpend it ſo unconſcionably'in the lew'd Theatre, 
or. with what Peace of Conſcience - can they: 1a- 
viſh-out Money in: ſuch needleſs Pleaſures, when 
ſo. many of the r Saints and Servants of 
God are ſtarying for want of Necellaries.” - 

Mr. Denis in the latter part-of hisfirſt 
ter ſeems to recant his Epicurean LeQture - in 
g. reſt. of it, and-.tells us +, the Paſffions muſt-be 
' rais'd in ſuch manner as 10 toke reaſon along ith 
them, which how he will reconcile to his "Frome. 
Poſitions, thar. Reaſon often afflils and makes'uis | 
amſerable, hinders our Ple ———a and Combates 


v # Page 6, our Paſſions Þ,, and:that nothing but Paſſion in #f- 


Fel can pleaſe Ks, and nothing but:\ Pleaſure. cant 


F Page 74 make wes hapry +... Let him ſee to \it-. Perhaps he | 


"4X was 


Mad —_— 


_ [x ao oxaleed to higommiHeaven, and wrote thoſe 


uſe T —_ a Bye them afit ”* the Spleen, 


-Þ _ of Hea- 


of our. Clime ;, and; 
+ direfhs us to- the Drama! 


elſe he would 


SS POIS TROSTM OE ARACTETOGaNHS Hes E | 


'waft him fa * a Month into'6 _ A 
fake 2 turn through France into the Empire © 
G don't-let him forget to take Holland in 
1 is way Home; -and then let him ſpend ſome 
Y Feeks in runing, ayer the Hiſtories of thoſe ſe- 
L- | Countries, and I am much miſtaken if he: 


G4 we "Is vided 


good Naturd 3. but to alle-- 


*Y ; a I pon is neither a Traveller, : 
S efietion Let him bor: 
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army: ſullen I moan xg elves and: 
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Ta hat ed _ h 
ſelf. 'that there ey #- 
to expreſs it. © 7 CO NE 

-1 uſt likens fie hilt win 2 


Why the SETS 

- not mckis e Government as$ 

People, as iti Fenders the P 

the Governmettt; ſeeing the” oh” ry 
aways [be-in--the- Hands "Ana © 
would -pray him if he cant Cite! 0" HHce 
where he has-read of a better" ot train be 
tivixt Prince'and People fs em 5 was betwixe 
Queen E/izobeth and her 'Pyglthr'S RAE Ht 
he-can”-parallet the 

' verhment, that iany'M 

leave his ſo ff 
mach Confidence and Securit jab 

me TRng Prince i in the mi 

At Wat ph SN 

reidy to Enconragy m__ 

ſhall yield"*Htlim' 

rhore Spienerck than x thei ego 


But now as -to his Remy T the __ be 


-He tle. * That *the'Pz 
<wheteſo pleck ;and' Ho 


: Page 1 "got 
a Lt, 


rw of Fu he wap 


- Jxeſſing nf TV Terants Tak Iam it ie will ſcarce | 
proper |} 


= REGED Err nd i AP? rr vegpronminyey wen RELEASING 6 5s 
; 


how well he has prov'd, Th 

: icularly Inftrumental to the Happineſs of 

Men. + 

n his third Chapter he pretends to anſiver the 

ohh from Reaſon, and deniesthat the more 

| oy maſons br ny Man -are mou'd, the more ob- 

4 are i; 4 be mou'd, and the-more unruly 

Reien Tas ie IS —_—_ ——_— f p- 16. 

ence, becau More 4 on Jrequents 

"Plays; the "harder be is 10 be pleard and mov'd. 

But by = Dennis's —— his Anſwer is no- 


m_ + He knows the old arte _ 
? be oy mM 747197 uſus commendat, a man 
[may bo. y'd with the greateft Dainties. But 
-tan he deny'that the more a Cholerick Man's Paſ- 
Fon is qe the more” peeviſh and outragious 
he grows; -and the more the Letcher's Paſhon is 
* mov'd, «the more luſtful-and brutiſh he grows, ſo 
long as Natit v will | try fveaſ or the more the 

. Miler's 'Avatice is the more covetous fle 
'rows, till his mouth is Ald with-duſt. Tfhe can 
| this, _ fir-for bis own Heaven, where of 
z ſhall be no more }.- 

.- In' the- next place he denies that Corrupt Jon of? 
' Manners proceeded from the - eſtabliſhment of the 
49 whe 1 the Reſtoration of K. Charles f 

| Servhe, Becaufe we never heard 6 foi 
: F; wy, tke Corruption of 'Manners before the Re- 
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| 108 of K. Charles tbe 1, tho? the Drama flou- 
| Adin zbe" Reign of 'K, James I. as Mr. Colher 
: us;-with the like Licentiouſneſs +. By Mr. . 5c 19. 
£3 wacky yn here's # contradiftion in Terms, a 9. 
E foe $f Frevtiont as ours af preſent ,ohoſe Abuſes 
be owni'#1 the e page 70 b able, and yet 
- no Coptiine of Creed _—_—_ = ers. ' Bue = 


whe © "3" OO el SD WERE 


cauſe I will give him! a-better Authotity-than his | 
own, let him read Mr. Priz's Hiſtriomaſtix; and | 
there he will find Complaint--enough before the IF 
Reſtoration of K. Charles IL and ſufficient cauſe - 
for it too. FEE 34 et 
The 2d Argument, That the Corruption of Man: 
ners is greater in France, / tho' their Theatres: are 
leſs licentious than ours, will ſtand: himiin little 
ſtead ; tor ſuppoſing it true that the Manners 
of the French are -more cgrrupted than ours, 
which I am afraid will ſcarcely be granted :- tho? 
their Theatres be leſs licentious, their Religion is 
more, which allows them to be as wicked as tha 
Devil can make them, provided they.-have but 
-Money enough to pay. tor a Pardon, : or- fury 
enough to perſecute the Proteſtants, - That the' 
Germans are greater Drinkers, and. the Italians 
anore inclinable to Unaatural Luſt, the' #hey bavg 
x of ihe Drang thon ue : Pathays they will 
charge the Cauſe. upon Heaven as he .does, aud. 
imputs;it to; their Clime;z but can he fay that if | 
they-had more of the Drama, they would: not be | 
more addifted to thoſe / Crimes than at preſent - 
they are. If he will give himſelf the trouble of 
reading the Authorities I have formerly: quoted, 
he will find both thoſe. Crimes, and particularly 
the latter charg'd upon the Stage: Nox can-Mr. i 
Dennis allign an CE going. from the 
Theatre to the Tavern with a Mis. or other lewd 
company..as is but too too .common,. {hauld not 
oo we en; Tong vn Ny, Pp 
- 11S. 3d Argument is +; That the Corruption of | 
Manners xpon the Reſtoration appeared with all | 
the fury 'o Liter before the Play-houſe was | 
re-eflabhfhed. * And.that the Canſe of that Cor- 
* ruption could be . nothing but that beaſtly Re: | 
* formation, which in. the. time of the Late Civil .| 
* Wars, begun at the Tail. inſtead ofthe Head | 
ang 1 
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Þ the Stage be hut clear on't. 


ſonic he ame jolence that a Raging Fire does 
Caper hs ge etting Vent : And thatwhich gave. 


eeniouraVe ent,was not onl! onre 


E: the Example of the Court. having ſo-. 
{408 _e for a conſiderable time both at Paris and 


the. Low-Countries, - united the Spirit of the 
*Fronch Whoring to.;the fury of the Dutch 
+-Here's Civil Treatment to the Parliament of 
Enland, a L of beg in reſarwing fellows, aad 
Tail t00, th fe Dennis's leave, 

rliament is the Brains; 

ey. have all the trouble of Contriving, and one 
; Nay ſome ſay two thirds of the Authority of 
Laws, and no ſimall ſhate in putting 

in Execution; fo that for them. to attempt 


WO Eewarion when the Court would not. proves 
| themito have been the Men, and ſome body elſe 
= Beaft, Ropes to; that, Imuſt intreat 4 
; As to to own Arguments, a 
'not always to cut their Throats' with his own ' 
Hands. -- For'fuſt, ; he tells us, That the Cauſe of 
har: Libertini iſm, was nothing but that beaſtly Re- 
formition, And then! he informs us, that it was. 
[permaied©ent ouraged. <br _ of the Court, 
who bad zenited the: Spir rench Whoring 
40: the futy of the Dich of Binh, ; {© that he is 


lvd. the Court and Parliament fhall have it 


them, and not a Farting ne whichz 


he hath alſo. 


_ the World with a very, ny EA | 
ng of Liberti- 


Corruption of Manners. 


Þ: Butalas! _ poor man A one of his heavenly 


| Extaſies, when he was delivered from the Morte 
r- 


Ae fo 
That tis evident" that hr 

tion is ſo fat from pe "4 
ontint ante. > from 


' To prove. his Argurtins he'el! a; -- hit 
Drunkards arcalways unons, he ology \Ridb || 
cilous by -the Stage,” Gamſters are never \ſhewn. || / 
there, but either as ws Poole or Rates, and tharef |} * 
thoſ: four” Reigning Viees\.:t > Sa tt p 
ry bn eg oe 


Feaft Go 
Check _—_ other three ; _ 
k Ge 25, pon Unnatural Luft, TIIISTSS 
2, 27- ive to the Happineſs of:Nnkind*, -i'i il "a 
1 anſivern SA oem; "that Mr: rh. [ 
Argument'snd\his Topicks to prove it, - ae found | 
ed meerly onhis own Authority and in the next 


place, that here, 'aslſewhere he'ls pp Ou 
ns. 
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tre mi StagePlay: ; were Dio/eh. A 
Ke Sri -a parceT of Drunken Goats in rye 
| — of Bacchs *, to whom they were conſe- Reman. 


rated t, and hence Teriullian calls the Theatre, Te Ae. "HD 
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1 af ;Bor-can our | 1 
that our Modetn Theas 


 nfommed DA Roque them, rm | 


As and Flay-haunters were the grea ; 
_ of Taverns, Ale-houſes, Brandy: Conk 1 

and mins ty Quaſters, Health-Drinkers F 

Koo t *tyvds their uſual Praftice to havnt! BY 
the. Play houſe, the Bawdy-houſe. ang. Publick-| Þt 
houſes by- rurns, and't0. go from the one: to the: 
other, and that the Play-houſe was the common. Þ! 
Place ' where their Riot6us Mendon: at. Taverys Bt 
th bee Brinker, Epcai, Lyra ies BY 
8. et. 4 ; 
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Þ-As to Mr Devinir's ſeeming to think tindleny- 
2 leſs Sin-than Gaming, and that the Love 

£ Women nar og urn the Stage is a good 
on againſt my, it's ridiculous. To 
7 one"fin-to prevent another, is Playhouſe 
inity, 26d 46 trance that the inflaming of 

aut | is a proper way to prevent it's exerting it 
n unnarizal Objefts is an odd kind of 


Ly have' this Effe&t now, its 
more than it had formerly, when we find thatthe 
wrofligats Cuſtom of Men, and Womens putting 
ben Hr Apparel promiſcuoully on the Stage, 
Incentive to that ſort of Villany. 

the famous Greek Tragedian, whom 
"* Ir, zs calls Divine, is accuſed by Arhe- 
ares T1 by nat » foes many other Authors for 
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| : | Epiſtle to Donatws, where he expreſs it thus, 

Eihidinibes inſanis 1n viros, viri proruunt, &c. 
be: Chryſo oftom the ſame Accuſation againſt 
e Stage in'his time in his 12th Homily on the 
I. to the Corinthians, where he ſays, 
tres gather together Troops of-Harlots, 
® ind Boys turn turn'd Ganymeds, who offer Violence 
v Nature it ſelf. And that our Engliſh Stage has 
mot been free of this horrid Crime,weare inform'd 
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bf he affirms, that Pla yers, and thoſe that frequent- 
+ F< the Stage, play'd the Sodomite in = _ 
* © NCLAvVes. b 


Mr. 


Atheneus 


ipnoſcl. 1 
ety. 1aN charges the ſame upon MaynlÞ 
«fame. ohey 2 Players of his time in his Amr. 


Mr. $:#bbs, in his Anaromy of Abuſesf, where + Pag,105: 
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 Chapte pretends toy 
firer Mr. Colliers Objeft 1d. LLOL Irthorir 


Excepticns as to well of "rm hatpalragty he 
notice of in my Anfwer to Leads an 

therefore ſhall only Anſwer what Mr.” Dex 
7zs has advanc'd that is new z and the firſt is 2 
HE RE KEnk to Lean 


Fans writ, whic for 2 | Wy 
then of true Hiſtory, have ten times x IT! 
Then as to the, point, of El Ve 
®uintilon the famous Orator | 
0 hag ons, y HY an Grate 
ch, Voice and Geſture, enjoins , 
E eEA and the often "com bo 94 2t + 
Orations, but expreſly: forbids < to. imitates © 
« Players or the. Cuſtom of . the,; Stags F 
© expreſs or aCt the Slaves, the aras Lovers 2 
5 or any ſuch Play-houſe part, becauſe. they were |: 
© no ways neceſlary. for an Orator, but __ ; 
_— © ther corrupt his Mind and Manners thayiauy Þ 
" 4» ... . , Way help hisElocution or Aftion*%,. And 11 ould ; 
er, Hr. Ai know of. Mr. Dennis, which of all 1 Y | 
> 001-2” Admirers of the can be compar'd for kle-} 
quence. to St. Chryſoſtom, Tertullan, St. Zer h - 
and the reſt of the Fathers thar neyer freq '" 
the ways b but wrote againſt it, 
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2d Core} ft, th overtiern their Empire, as it 

be done ON of -the Greeks *, he Hold rather * Taſculan 
r6.advisd the Reforming of i it, asMs. D my Queſt. b. 4. 
Joes, but that he. oy *twas' Hiking ae ieY 

Sould turn to as-little account ' as. Ploy 

Sand : Nor can he ever prove, that Demo Fine 

'F = witor be by Ek: nll 

PL arc us herepea es 

'wl Loo 1 tor late his 

But admitting once for all, that there's a great 

"te: of Eloquence, Wit, doko Hiſtory and 

Cothe parts of Learnin in Stage-Plays, there's ſo 

"m1 much Obſcenity o eutrity and Lewdneſs. mixd 


Pwith it, that it ervesas a TinQure of Sugar 
" Or a jp, ar at ny fr to convey. a VEnemous Poti. 
”O , and the ig Sts the Wine, or the better the 
*Conſerves that are temper'd with the Poiſon, the 
| 55k Ter oy nts paging Lo npaGE 
7 LOT. as. an 1ays On this V u 

hed | agen es Poiſon with Gall and Nell 1 Yar but 
** with the Trecteſt,moſt, ſavory and. beſt reliſhing 
© Tngredients, —— nannies [4 ak he 2] pk 
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"Safer to "0 Dear 
'©4 - wh ous Fx LIONS Nand witty © 
- hh | ill p 
Go wort E "I, 
Treg "youror ; pactungering your dh 
Ge. 27s I ſhall conude hs Foinr ith the DE: inert © 
| jon of Sz/vian on the ſme Subjett. —. * 
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it | of £ | | edge n Oogs 
- be eſteemed by Poſterity,” 
"Wn For Thales who 
Wiſmen of Greece was bt or im od; and 


another of them, who is 


- Aga of his T EN i 
his Fe . forbad him | 


kim for the Lies une Fi T 253 77 
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: 2g eg 


nipp'd in the bud. oi yee Tn 
tell our Author, that it was not then manag'd_ , 
ſolew'd a mannef as it isnow (tho? bad enouph - 
it ſeems to be cenfurd by Solon ) for Diogents 
Laertius informs x Þ That Tragedy was then | 
* carried on by a of M 7 who fung © 
in the Praiſe of Porch Ctich CON 
« ome what I have already faid, "That the Stage | 
CO and then betw nb 7 

ms Dilure on a an Adtor, 'who 

& ON 2 Trax) 
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Mite So peer the hieh. colour's Vitae ak F. 
< the —_—— | 
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ragedy, 
nd Trgaly info 
je 1. The F Fee Ts "Tis, | 

the's ter £. 
FE hanan 4 the rp, EF 11 
call'd- Baptiftes tranllated into L 
dea pr; eftis ” Euri py 
therefore foll ow that tho gx Men op 
the Stage. Buchanan in his Dedi 
fiis.to Margaret of France Siſter 
- recommends that 'T Ke 1 lic there . 
.n0 mention in itof = Foy Wizchraft or other * 
Crimes... with which Trag edians,: cormmont 'p 
abound; fo that by this he Tarher Cenſures. tha 
- P! oves the Theatre. _ 


xr Author's Aſſertion, That, the oy mas 


©Lilhed in-that of K. Zemes, upon hn ich, 
C [empty ang three Proi = £1 
© pear all at once, and that we had no-fi 
riter till Henry VIIL is like y 
and Coupepest..: 


Tp, mi 


. 


bled Truſt likewi obſerve, That Bacyw and 

” Ra! rxh (as he calls them) employed themſelves 

TIE generous au manly Lars by the than any 

A can boaſt of, 'as a Pears Learned 
E Works they have left © behind them . 


bb As to A otig rt of his Aﬀertion, that we 
7 . —_ riter on any SubjeR before 
= E Ne; an injury to the Nation, and a 

| broot of, Own age and Ignorance. To 


-What does he ſay to ities who liv'd inthe 
=: Centry,and for his Skill in the Mathematicks, 
teemed a'Conjurer, and ſummoned to ap- 

rat Rome on that account, where he. cleared 

f and was ſent back again. To go a little 


Ia! does he think of the Venerable Bede, who 
tivd h of the 8th Century, "from 
the Birth of Chriſt, to whoſe time Bale yeckqns 
i: T 79 Britiſh Writers ? Did he never hear of Sir 
; rubies: the Oracle of the Law. bogs 
Fr Bir eat Iv VL of Braffon or 

uſe I will trouble my Reader 
= h no wo more I would adviſe Mr. Dernis toturn 
< Z's Centuries of Writers, and: 


gt whom an 6 rey the 7 
ae $2 Proves ; 123 in 13th,2 I 
757 e 15th; and from Hence to wh 4 ] 
| . but” 137 more. Not that theſe' were alt 7 
Fi es "Writers, bur it is ſufficient to ſhewt at > 
The State of was not ſod low in England * 
| as Mi. Dennzs would repreſent it to have been; 
And that the increaſe and decreaſe of Learning, '* 
has no. dependency on the Stage ; all -that our /} 
Plays can pretend to teach, being only fome Teraps 
of Rhetorick and Hiſtory, which may be much b 
better learn'd elſewhere. 4 
The RefleQtions which he caſts on the Parlia- W. 
ment times when' the Stage was aboliſh'd;” are full”. 
of Malice and Ignorance. No Man can. EY 
that Learning ſhould flouriſh during an 3 Y 
War, yet thoſe Times were not without MY 
Scholats in all” Faculties; and upon” Enquiry it __ 
will be found, thatmoſt of the t Men £ 
land can boaſt of, laid the Foundation of by ; 
Studies, and formed their Thou ghts befo 2 
Stage was reſtored by King Charles If. The ſry 2 
cannot deny. but Selden 2d Milton were famous | 
for Learning, tho* they were of the Parliaments 
fide,& ow'd nothing of theirEducation to theStage.” | 
Nor can our Author pretend, that the Lord Chief 'F 
non Hales, or the Beginners of the Royal So- 
the DoRots, Ward, Wilkins, Wallis,” &. 'or 
ys © Eiitious Mr. Boyle, were any ching indebted tw F 
the Theatre for theſt preat Learning, .' _ 7 
Theflovenly RefleQtion he cafts-on the. Divine'. 
of.thoſe times, ſufficiently diſcovers, that he's, I 
but ſorrily read in Divinity.  _- 
The DoQtors, Calaimy, Cife and Manton gn * 3 
' he mentions with 10” much. Conitempt,)"are ap-, | 
peof's by better J udges than any that yiites- \ wi 
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atfe, the good acceptance which the 
gs of Sermonshave met with from 
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- ns by - which of late he hath baffled the 
+ Deiſts and Socinians. The Biſhop of Salzsbury, 
—. whoſt Learning has made him famous, 'owes his 
2 Education to a Country where the Stage never 
3 took root. —— The late Arch-biſhop Ti/orfor 
 ow'd nothing of his great Endowments to the 
© Theatre : And Queſtion whether Mr. Lock and 
| Mr. Newton, whoſe Learning he mentions with 
+ deſerved applauſe, will give it under their Hands, 
-F that they Eivehad any Benefit by it. — This 
©. Venemous RefleQtion,. That none were encourag'd 
"- z# the Porhament times, but Hypocritical Fools, 
3 whoſe abominable Canting- was Coyne Goh: + i 
3 2nd their Dulneſs Grace *, is no Scandal from the * page 42: 


© Penof an Ignorant Libertine. 2 4 
Irs very well known, that ſome of them that «; 
F are yet alive, ſuch as Dr. Bates, Mr. How, Mr. 7 
CL 2 ſep, &c. are in general eſteem by the Learned 

3 Men of all Sides ; the two former were particu- 

'" Fany reſpeQted by the late Arch-biſhop T:Yotſor 

# for their t Learning and Worth; and the 

- latter iv ſulficient! known to the World for the 

E Accuteneſs, of his Pen, his admirable Talent of 

2 Preaching and Univerſal Learning. -. | 

FF its necedicfs to mention Dr.Ower, Mr. Baxter, 

3 Mr. Charnockand Mr, Poo! deceaſed ; *and I had 
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tHe a} 
: _ prevented its curing of Zulins ' Ceſar, Nero 


owing t0 Feng rimes. 


ill grounded, that nothing can juſtific. my mb 
fo much upon it, byr that it was to 


ſer a Fool, accordinly to bis Folly, teft 1 be Peet be * 


raiſe in bis own Conceit, 


T come now to his Second VE 


Where in the feſt Chaprer tig Mens with his [ 
*1ſual Confidence, <*Fhart the Stage is uſeful ro the  - 


< Government z which. if true, the Antient Greeks © 


- and Romans, who underftood Government - the 


beſt of any People in'the Gentile World, were 
VtY. much in the wrong when they baniſhed the 


by, the Decree of the- State- (as. has been - 
Fs 


y. mentioned). and the Government of Eng- 
A were mightily out in their Meaſures in the 
of. King 7ames and Charles]. when by 'Act 


rliament S e-Players were declared Rogues | 


= agabonds. 
If the Stage be ſuch a Sovercies Remedy 
inſt Ambicion ' and the Immoderate Love of 
ſure, as Mr. Denais would have it +, what 
unlucky Stars were they that marr'd: its Influence, 


. and others of. old, and three of our: own fuccel- 


ſive Kings of late; who "encouraged and fre- 


qpentay 3 it: more than any of their ors ? 
oy came > tne bo foully miſtaken, as to 
think that the would over-turn their Con- 


ſtitution, -as I have as gi ay 12, ov'd from 


'or did old Samuels Spirit = ap. A forſake | | | 


him when he , recommended the 
Law of God to the Kings of Ifrde/, "2s the 'pro- 
pereſt Method to keep them in their Ad 


- Denny: 8. miniſtra riorf t: Had there beenſich Po 


Ina word : The Reflefion is ſo alicous tap | 


y e£ 


"them in «holes pe @® Mr. ir. Dena has 50. 
- a Spy, not their ;, exalted 
af 


c pabl 

+ Noting, et raiſing the St and giv 

; + that can Troy, that Courage, that ©. rg: | 
F- Conſtaycy, which are the Qualifications ht 
"F © make men deſerve to command others; which - 
F © is evident from Experience, For they who in 


| : * <.all Countries, and in all Ages, have appeared 
-F © moſt to feel the power of on Bar ny have been 


F © the moſt. ring, and the greateſt of Men. 
| <*A/tbylus among the Athenians was a great Cap: . 
-F < tain and Tragick Poet: Sophocles an able. __ 

.'F <-man, and-a victorious General. The v Wes Auien 

' eſt among the Romans were ſo far tonch'd 

+ © the Drama, as<ither to write their Plays __ 

+ *© {elves,or to build their Theatres; witneſs Scp1o, 

F <Lehire, Lucullus, Mecenas, Fulirs and Auguſte. 

; he * None among the French has ſhew'd ſo much 

4 © greatneſs of Mind as Rich/iez z and none fomuch 

for the Drama, which was ſo great; that 

$ © he writ feveral Plays with that very hand which * 

F *« at the ſame time was la 2s the Plan of. the 

+ < French Univerſal Monarc 

This is:one of Mr. Dennis S raptures, when EX- 

Þ. alted to Divintty, which inſpird his Pen with ir- 3 
F r<liſtible Arguments : Burt I am afraid hisDivinity | & 

'F + not of the right ſtamp; for had he look'd in- 3 
- | to the Divine Recon he would..have found ; = 3 

F that Mo/es, Foſhua, Fepthab, Samſon, David and 

4 -others have om that he has nam'd, © 

4 for greathels of Courage,. and qualifications for , © | 

'F Government, and yet never one. of them ſaw a "4 

* oy. Om _ .Scanderbeg, Tamerlan,Ziſca, * © -: 

' 4 Fa wee qu for Yalous to any TT, 
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far over-match' 


ſave | himiclf nor. his Coun 
when the Uſurper Roar'd. 
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had any. 
and this 


oreat foever. It's likewiſe 
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of the wort of them, withdrew the Penfions of :; Þþ 
rhe Players; ſo that all that were great. among |» 
the Romans, were far ' fiom favouring the 5 6 M 

x , , ” | : p 4 he 


- Thelofnce which x Mr Dom yrora the 

in preventing Re NS amo E 

e+, is equally ridiculous with his other + Page 56. 
Tr ropo tions Ir's but a fey of the People at beſt, 
10 have either time, opportunity or money to 
fr Free nt'the Theatre, ſo that by neceſlary conſe- 
> its Influence can never be univerſal; but 
ofites he'is contradifted by matter of fact, the 
4 NCOUTAaZPEmer eTiven 0 rheStage here in England, 
{could neitherprevent the oppoſition made by the 
[Parliament and People to Charles the Iſt, nor the 
{Plots of the Papiſts againſt Charles the [1d nor 
[the Revolt of the Nation from the laſt K. Zames. 
[The Stage in France could not prevent the Rebel- 
Hlion againſt Lewis XIV. during his Minority; and 
it's remarkable, that the Proteſtants of that King- 
dom, who have declard againſt the Theatre in 
a National Council, as before mentioned, were 

firmeſt Friends. 

Irs pleaſant to read how this Stage Punagerif 


| By ye of Hiſtory and common Senſe 


eaſcribe al the Great things done. by the Greeks 
Eand Romans to the Influence of the Stage, when Tp. g99Gre 
| the States of both condemned them, - as occaſion: - + 
| ing a diffolution of Manners, which render'd them. 
þ unfit either to defend themſelves, or. to conquer 
'2Þ others. - And Themiſtocles in particular, who is 
-F one of the Generals he mentions, had 10 low an 
3 .d pinion of the Theatre, that he made. a Law 
Magiſtrates frequenti it, leſt the Com- 
mon-wealth ſhould ſeem to play and loiter in the | 
E Stage F. ' Pericles, another * them, who was + Platarh 
= Þjoint Pretor with Sophocles, rebuk'd his Compa- inYiteThe- 
F nion'for beholding and commending a beautiful | 
nh telling him that wanton looks did not be- . 
& come a Pretor *, what would he have ſaid then *Fo.Sariſhd, 
of the ModertfStage: > Our Author has forgot to Nag-Gunal. 7 
; {mention Alexander the Great, the Diſcipline and {#144 WE. 
. _ 


7 


a 
J— 
mY ' 


* 5 : Dy #4 


men nnnad 
: — laſcivious Theatre, . and yet- his? 
enanned-ull/eieit o5.ohe Ger 
— Captains he hath nam'd. . / 
a: to ks Roan If, cj 
xa was 1 far from: a 


- his building, or rather adviſing 3 a fort of Retorm | 
as to the Seats of the Theatre, r0.diſtinguiſh the 
Senators. from the People, ſeems rather 'to- hang | 
. proceeded from a liance with Cuſtom, and. 
2 defign to humour the Times, than from. his-ap; - C1 
probation of Stage-Plays. .. Beſides, there's noi man + 
acquainted with Roman Hiftory, but muſt needs I 
>” that their Theatres were applied to other | 
as publick Orations, and the Execution of | 
| MEE rs ; {© that the EreCting, of a Theatre; 
will - not always infer the SEgroURucn of the 
- Prama. '" 
' -Pompey indeed built a "Theatre ef Stone. after | 3 
the former had been deſtroyed. b hag, Nai Us, 'F 
and. to prevent its being Jemoliſh'd b Y 
ſors in-rime to. come, Erefted a Thong ex Ven | 2 
on the top of it, hich was no great proof hay. " 
it was. deligned for a. Reformation of. '" 
and this: the Senate fo ſenſible of, that | the '" 
blam'd. Pompey for Building his Theatre, as U hay '" 
ſaid already.. 2} 
' Mr. Dennis in the ſame OTE Lect fnanner = 2 
* aſcribes the Union of the French, and qa Long = 
© queſts to the- Influence of the 3 
* loſs of their Conquets to the ak te oy i. 4 | 
-* rit of Dramatick 
* beginaing of the laſt V ax ts, 


nem) yo the Sug he will find that Frtee = 


Yo do kath oblig'd the French to refign 
is no great Admirerof the Stages 
Þ tha is fo elſe than the Drama 
wen him the Aic t over Fraxce Atid the 
muſt own that his-Courage and ConduCt, 
ETES for Government are equal to , 
thoſe whom Mr. Dennis has mentioned, of 
the great Patronsof the Theatre: |, 
Inbh Second Chapter *, he would perfivade *From p.63 
the World,” © That the Stage is particularly uſes £2 58. 
| 3 Eful ro the Englith 4nd eſpecially the preſent Go! 
| vernment, becauſe the Engliſh are more prone to 
© Rebellion than any People upon the: Face of the 
© Earth ; and that.we have been longer at quier 
'F © fince the flouriſhing of the Drame, than at any 
\ FF ©:time before fince the Conqueſt ; 'and'that the 
Bf Civil War was begun by thoſe that wete Ene- 
0 | - mies to the Stage. = So much for its 
FF Uſefulneſs to the Engliſh i in g 
"F Then he proves its Ulefulnes to. this Govern- 
I ment in particular, © Becauſe ſome of its Friends 
FF © would = averſe to it, if the. Stage 'were 
F © either ſuppreſFd or very much diſcouraged, and 
3 _- that it diners, the = - the Om—_— 
EF 7 © hinders their g Facobite 
© Conventicles., BT oy 
| Here's another piece of Civility to the Nation 
; | again; ky are the greateft Rebels on Earth ac: 
'F. cording m-z but this] have anfiwer'd already. 
* That we haye had more Peace fince de 
4 Ing 
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{Ne pat: fog the Rear 4 kelly 
it was reſtrained in Queen Eligaberhe Time, by: 
AR of Parliament, and: baniſhed the C 7 
| London, (as has been already faid) ay hers m was 
"A Long: and 2 Feaccable Reign, | Ten 


StagePlayers were SEL. as Ras + 
that. 'of King” Fames, yet we had Peace all his | 
time. - But the unanſiwerable As is. 
this, Thoſe that .rebel'd againſt Charles I. w 
ory to the Stage : But if Mr. Denzis- wi 

eaſed to look back, he will find I Ro 
, That the Incendiaries and Fomenters of the.” 


H 


Civil War, were the: Friends of the as 


'who taughr Rebellion againſt ' our. Conſtitution, 
ſetthe King above all Laws, and would have 
Parliaments under foot, who are two thirds of car 
Government, if. the two States of Lords: and”? 
Commons may be allowed. that Name, But wy 
this will not do, what will Mr. Dennis reply 
F tell him, that: thoſe very. Men who were Fs 
mies to the Stage, or at leaſt their Succeſfors in- 
Principle-and raQtice, who abhor the Tyra of. 
47, as muchas Mr. Dennis-abhors the Rebellion. 


ON A are the firmeſt Friends this Government has :. ; 


And here Tll venture to ſay once for all, That its | 
very/ dangerous to our preſent Eſtabliſhment-to-: 


have the manag'd by ſuch kind of Per--. wm 


ſons as our Author and ks. who exclaim with: 
fo. much Malice and Ignord.--+ 2gainſt thoſe very; 


Maxims, which contribut-.. ca'the. Happy Revo-”.. | 
Jucion :Þe 1 if reſiſting or dethroning a þ 5 be in: .- 


no. caſe Lawful; which is the common Theme od 


known Principle.of moſt of the Libellers inſt. 


41, it will by neceſſary Conſequence emn - 
the Revolution of 1683, So Ru uſeful are ſome 
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p the preſent Government (I will not ſay all 
ue have writ Play) for 1 know that Mr. Tre, 


Fo r 


” Qur Anthors Infinuation, that the Suppreſſion 
t Diſcotraging of the Stage, would create an 
rerfion in -any- of the Friends of the Govern- * 
ment to the preſent Conſtitution, is ſo very ny, 
that certainly he-muſt be aſhamed of it himſelf 
als Or fmt wy - wy on he think 
that a Prince of ſuch Courage anc y as ours, - 
puts any Value upon'the Friendſhi or Entmlty of 
a parcel of Men, who have been declared Rogues 
and Vagabonds by the "Statute, or that the Na- 
 Wtion would any ' way reſent: the overturning of 
'-Wthe Stage,which never had any- continued Footing 
- vor ſettled Incouragement among us, but under 
Wrhe Reign of a Luxurious Prince, eſpecially con-, 
tidering how Inſtrumental it has. been to the de- 
bauching of our Youth ? Does he think that the. 
F?ecople, who have look'd on with SatisfaCtion to 
Fe ſeveral of thoſe "Non-jurant Biſhops turd 
FW out of their Sees, though once they ador'd them, 
"E'when Petitioners againſt King Zames's Declara- 


4 
"* 


" F& tion, "would beſtow one figh. on the lew'd Stage, 
 Wthough ir were firſt pall'd down, and "then built 
up again; ro make its own Funeral Pile.” 'The 
Fcontrary would be fo true that thouſands of Hu: 
bands, Parents and Maſters, who have had their 
Wives, Children and Servants debauched by it, 
awould gladly throw up their Hatts at ſuch a 
Bonfire, and lay ſuch a curſe upon thoſe that 
Hhould ever atrempt to | ere&t another Stage, as 
FZoſhaa 1aid upon the Re-builder © of Fericho. The 
© Narion is brought to a delicate pals indeed, when 
wwe muſt not talk of overturning the Stage, yoke 


Fefters £14 | 3 

His next Infinuation, * That 4 Mts ne F4-: 
Fiona np prevents their Plots and Conventigles, * 
| ally abſur'd : Ler him butcaſt an Eye up to. 
W, minfter-Hall, or the City Gates, Gates, and t rere - 
the Heads and. imbs of Perkins and] 
| Friend, Kc. tell him” to his Face that” tes þ 


His Infireis to the Objeftions frond Authority, Þ.* 
In the Third Chapter, I ſhall paſs over, as having 'F-: 
faidenough on that Head already, in Anfiver to + 
others. a< for his Pretence in the/teft of hls. 7 

, 0 - ſhew. the | Religion, of the 'S #- 


Fallin, hdr and the beſt: of Divines 
: Ages have demonſtrated the 'contrary;, to W- 
Har E Ann that T- haye quoted alrgady, I 5 
refer him, and fo bid him Farewe!. F# 
If he think heb} ECT IL Ni with that 
Smoothneſs that he might have ler him / 
remember how þe treated the w on as © 
Splenetick Rebels, NN Paaliation of F gland in - 
1641. as Traitors, and all the Divines 0 thoſe 


Times as Blockheads and cf: ncaa 


CAP.” 


x Fry AG E nn by « the 
—er, ties. * 


: D * Come. next to confider the Encouragement 
- 8. given to the. Stage by our Univerſities; 
which may alſo. bear date from the Reign of 
King Charles I. for before that time, Ifind 
' bork of therh had declared themſelves againſt the 
De olds. in hisB ituled, The 
polds. in his Book Entitule Overs | 
Gires® tage-Plays T ok ©That, the beſt Tp-151,0% 
and grav EY in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
board, Stage- e's by anexprels Statute in 
4 full FEI of the whole Univerſity in . 
* 1584. whereby the uſe of all- Common-plays 
© was cxpraly prohibited in | the Univerſity, leſt 
E | je th PY x ſort who axe prone to. imitate all 
| 3 <<, ing SpeQators of ſo many lewd 
® * "and — Ly BM. them are praftiſed, thould 
" 's COITU 


38 Rnd ME, Pris infor informs usf, . That the Uni- +Hift Maſt. 
"N |, « V Gerber of Cpnbridee, idge, enacted the like, That no NO pag. 490. 
| lb: Common. ſhould -be ſuffered to. play | 
<within the JuriſdiQtion of the -Univerfity, 54 
** fear they ſhould deprave the Manners of the 
" © Scholars. 
' And whereas it was objetted, that the Vary 
K fities approyed of Private Stage: Pla 
: Scholars in private Colledges ; Dr. - Kepuaes a s = 
F pes in the Book above-mentioned, © That tho” 
= * they conniv'd at them, yet they gave nopublick 
. approbation to them, that they were not. io 
Ceiv'c 
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|. Remarks pon the Univer tties Plays before 
| King Charles I. | | 


* , The Poet, yalyes;himſel[f in the Prologue upon 
IF the Dignity ,of:his Audierice, but chiefly addreſſes 
2 himſelt to. the Ladies, - whoſe Beauties, ;:he ſays, 
"F made the whole Aſſembly glad. Whether the Play 


1 was altogether ſo-pure . and 'chaſt as becante His 


We Majeſties preſence, the Grayity, of the Univerſity, 
& 3 wo es Modeſty of: the Ladibe we ſhall ſee at- 
oF fr wards ;. bur-this yery_hint;of the Beauty of the 
"F Ladics cheering the hearts, of the;Afﬀembly, will 
"F fall under our Saviours Reproof, of not looking 
2 upon a Woman to luſt after her, and. is the very 
"F thing for which-St. Chryſoftow declaims againſt 
FF Plays, as we have heard: already. Nor. can it be 
FF reconcileable to the purity of >the . Chriſtian :Re- 
*& ligion,which hath ſer a Bar upon our very Looks, 
= for Men and Women to haunt Play-houſes in or-, 
FF der to ogle one another, as the Stage-Poets, them- 


1 | Elves now expreſs it. 
| Then for the Play it lf. _ Wi 


- The Dialogue betwixt A/bumazar, Ha wax and 
"F Roxca, where/they applaud:Thett and Robbery, as 
FF that which made the Sparrars Valiant and Arabia 
8 Happy, and charge it on all Trades and Callings, 
F tho' guilt with the ſmooth Title of Merchant, 
© Lawyer. or. the like,- could have no Natural: Ten- 
= dency- to teach Moral Honeſty. Whether it might 
= have any defign. to Juſtifie' the after Praftices; of 
*F Levying Money, without: Conſent of Parliament, 
© ExtortingLoan Money from Merchants and Tradeſ- 
Ser I only 2 ap ta Sao 4 or 
"F to juſtifie Plundering the. Country, as the Hiſtories 
"F of thoſe times fay «3 very uſual _— the 
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ſent all Mankind as 


King's Soldiers afterwards, I know not, but the 
Fable ſeems to carry ſome ſuch Moral; - and the 


Authority of an Univerfity would go a great wa 


among Libertines; ſo that it could but be col- 
lefed by the leaſt Inmendo, tho' ' never fo much 
wreſted. A/bumazar's infiſting | Great Ne- 
ceſſity, as the Cardinal Virtue, it being Prin- 
ſn £00 IN gm __ —_ to ſtrengthen the 

.onjeCture, eſpecially ſeeing he goes on'to repre- 

Mi? #7 Thieves: and that hd 

Members of Man's Body are fran!d by Nature, {6 
as/to ſteal from-one another ; which is good 
com Authority for the Head to' ſteab fromall 
the reſt. 


The 24 Scene, Containing a Diſcourſe betwixt 
Pamdolfo,anold Fellow of 60.in Love with F/avia, 
a Girt of 16, and C7tcca his Servant, is far from 
being Chaſt. =——— cannot imagine what Editt- 
cation it could afford to the Audience to hear an 
old Man infiſt npon his Vigor and Fitneſs for a 
young Girl, and his Servant on the other hand 
telling him, that one Nights Lodging would ſo 
much enteeble him, as Fizviz would make hima 


 Cuckold. This feems more adapted to expole to . 


Laughter the Dotage that old Age isnow and then 
fubje&t - to, and to 7 mg the Diſloyalty of a 
young Wife ſo Wedded, than to bewail or-reprove 
ſuch Folly on both fides. | | 


It had been more becoming a Supream 'Ma- 
irate" 'to provide againſt ſich unſuitable 
Fraretes by wholfom Laws, than'to' have hat 
ther repreſented- 'as the Subje&t of Mirth ona 
Stage ; as it would- have been mote decent for 
an Univerſity to have giver hin fich Counſel, 
than to- divert him with: ſack ridiculous Entet- 

thſtinlnt Sigg pron - 
e 


o 


| The Dialogue betwixt Albumazar, Pandolfoand 


| onſence ,* which looks very. unlike 
+ the PraCtice- of Chriſtians, whoſe great Law:- 


| Gratca, [about Aſtrology] is a meer Rhapſody of 
Forms y 


21x 


Lake18.36; 


giver tells them 4 They muſt be accountable for 


' every idle Word. 


| The Courſhip betwixt Trincalo a Farmer, 

raxcalo compares himſelf to a luſty ſirong Aſs 
and her.. to.a Waonton young Filly, and that they 
-thonld havea race of Mules if the were willing ; 


1s fo. very Coarſe and throws ſo much Contempt 


upon the Country Farmers, who are ſo uſeful ro 


the Nation, that it can. neither be reconciled to 
| = Maxims of Chriſtianity nor Common. Po- 
CY. | bl 


_ In ſhort, he whole Comedy is far from ha- 
ving any thing of a tendency to Vertue in. jt, 
except Reflections upon the City, as not afford- 
' ing a Dozen of Chaſt VIRGINS, and the 
| like on Sheriffs and Juſtices of Peace as. Chea- 
ting and Heforing their Neighbours, and repre- 

enting Country Gentlemen, as minding nothing 
but Wenching and Drinking, and young Gentle- 
women talking /muttily . of their Amours, be 
Vertuous Repreſentations. T: 


;If-it be:ſaid as uſual, that thoſe Vices are 
__— in.order to make them be abhorr'd, 

the Guilty:Perſons aſhamed of them, it is 
ealieto Anſwer, That a Supream Magiſtrate is 
| antthotiz'd> by. ;God and the Laws of his Coun- 
ay, to \\puniſh.. - thoſe Vices by the Sword 
of: Juſtice, which will be ten times more effec- 


tual, 


% $ 


212 Renokeof _—_ x 
tual, hay ie chem. the OT. of "Doves 
fion ona Stage. 


"I corhe next to the. Royal Slaves: a \ Tragi.Go 


medy, preſented to rhe” King 'and Queen ops oo : 


_ Studentsof C brift-Church'in Oxford. vi 


The - Prologue to the King and Queen is on 


:the nh i of one -of the) Per fian:Magi, 
'diſeavered in a Temple: CT, the Sun, 'and 
« at the fight of a-riew Majeſty leaves the Altar 
\and 'addreſſeth : himſelf- 19. x Throne. | What 
Moral this/can: include;-is-hard:to determine;.ex- 
cept it were: that they had a: mind © to-infimuate 
that it: was no Crime to-Sacrifice: Religion to the 
"Court, as too rhany- of them. attempted 'to'do 
'n reality, when | they embrac'd Doctrines, con- 
trary to thoſe of the Church of England;i for 
which ſome of them ( as Laud, Montague and 
Mr, were cenſurd by the Parliament _ 
War We''* + 


" In the. Proloins : to the Univerſity, cheneins a 
Terk at-ſome that? they call Late damned Books, 
and wich they hoped would inſpire' none of the 
Univerſity with a harſh Opimon - of the Play; 
'which' they [aledge. was 1 ' innocenty. that:the 
E741 Ruff- or Coreleſs might \be' preſent: at It; 
Pen tear, and: they-valued-themſelves highly 

n the Preſence: of their Majeſties, as giving 
Tr E to the Perfdrtriance,: and: theKing's Servants 
Tpoke much in the ſame:manner;: 15; EA Pre” 
Kitted'i it before thetn at aawcrad Court. * 7 

F he'firſt Ate repteſeits: 'F parcel [of drunkex 
Epbefran Captives;- revelling in their. Chains, and 
cating for VVhopes, "bur bidding their Goaler _ 
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\ his > 4 that -they did. be, EDS 
 . the | Toung Students of: the. L AW ae 5p 
 Market.. The: Goaler - too- has a Jerk-: at the Cu- 
Horm» of Singing; Plalms ar, the Gallows,” All 
| which humbly: :conceive: was an. Entertainmer 
.no-wWay ſuited-t0 __ Royal. Majeſty, of a:*Ki 
ne to themodeſty.of a Queen: Nor was.it-any 
E < -for the! Credit, of. the Nation, that the 
' Rel of 'Publick' Diſcipline ſhould (be fo far. Igt 
- tooſs a5 to fiffer. ſueh Practices amoneſt the young 
ie Fake of the! Ln if that was. the © Mersl: of 
| 1000 S729. iHLom 


The: Rape EI Sm upon the For 
Fa and hey Ladies by mmm 
tives, and. their. lewd. Diſcourſs ; any 4 time. to 
time, ' was no very. good on, nor meet | 
tertainment for a:Queen. Andtheir bringing inthe | 
Perſian Courtiers, yielding compleat; Obedience 
to: 'Cratander; 2; Mock -King for-three Days be- 
cauſe Arſamnes their Prince. commanded 1t., and 
at the-ſame rime-diyeſted- himſelf 'of his Autho- 
rity for that ſpace, ſeems to teach the flavith Do- 
-ctrine,'{o much then contended for by the Court, 
;tbat it was unlawful to reſiſt 'the King or any, 
hawing his : Commiffion under any Pretence what- 
 Jaever, tho? he/ſhould ev'n overturn) the Founda- 
tions of their-Conſtiturion, as here their Counter- 
| * "Fay did: by making. a Stones King of 
ef = 1 


» day, and: "his flay too. wha i &y pretend 
—— fron A nar gl offence! to = 
Gravity. O J V Or : gy. ns ts 
'Ardſſa' the. Queewallittle inclining to : the:Taint 
iof an Unlawfil Amour with: Cratander the Thres- 
Days-King, and him Entertaining, it 4lſo,' tho! ar 
the ſame time he is their chief Pattern of Vertue. 
Tis P 3 Indeed 


- here Ki ChatksI: > Why 


els. Pl apan it 

*0 Tied there's Pax, 

Mo yeong aro ricalhin 
think, © of hp the 


it "rvvAs: 16 a Vis that when one of” 
rr they Bad Dh RE Sidi: 
Pruxaſpis' atfivcr'd, 
t6d hd peri, fo. Rite, and would: do as 'much 
om, as a'Mo 
we till they had broken all. 
medling en airs of State, it's probable that 
Matters had not come to that faral Exit they did, 
tes of 'the Stage, that thoſe who troquent 
and Udniite taoft; ind never-xeform'd by wy | 
Plays. theſe xnough-' to- make /good:: 'the 
Chats, that bang Ck ke encouraged the 
ge; which 'is{ much *the more Criminal 
their ir Example is:well as their Learning/Medhinks 
the-Reverence LA ow'd to the” Antient Philo. 


4 Queen” for $ Reign. 
Cages, the Eco Sex was 
nkey in a Glaſs- 
op, more ned and 'f 
y taken. the hint and "fobborn 
ch is: 6ne/Teftarice mote t6 convince 'out | Ad- 
a | ſhall Fiber any Further Remarks upon! hoſt 
”: Hhombetauſathby ought to inftruQt the Narion by 
jours Fathers and Councils, befides whar ourtirſt 
their own Convecations requir'd from hom, 
- ſhould have Teftrained them." . Burt 
- © Hhe;great:Migfortuneof the Nation, neither- thiek 
nor any Conſideration whatever, were able-t0 
prevail with them ; ſo that the Univerſities became 
inſQed with the: Cont 
hey” being the Nurſeries:of Officers | for-.rhe 


*Church ant: ;Statz it 'was no wonder, "if the: [n- 
Ktion \ ar wk fromithem, all over the-Kingdoty, 


A Lied, 'patroniz'>*! 


hisFattion « the Church. 


TT | | 
_ 


formers, ths'AQs of 'Parliament--and thoſ&of | 


jon ofthe Stage; and I 


iche Cour: and | 


This F 


s ak. Ay a_—— We SOS a _ 


* ſuch as Bartox Fhiky and G4fpar: Mainz (botty 
| of Chrift-Church, . Oxford) to. write Plays: ' The 
latter ih his Comedy, call'd,,, The 4moroks VVae, 
+ is ſo very foul and {mntty that it may welldeſerve/ 
| the Name of downright Lemgneſs ; "but it's fup->, 
# poſed he thought it Artonement ſuf to | 

' at the City and Parliament, which he does 

| with abundance of | more Malice/than Wit. : 


Neither TimenorRoom will now'allowme to 
enquire into later Inftarces: of the 1] k bring 
Encourag'd by the Univerfities, |biit *tis to be fear't 
there's no. great Reform amongſt them, as to this 
matter,” which I am the more inclin/d+ to belieyg 
by the following Prologue, which was Tpaoke at 
a Mulick-A& inthe Univerfity of Cambrzdge, about 
two Years ago. -' | Fr rf 


PROLOGUE... 


T" HE Doctors being always much inclin'd. 

To favor andinftruct the Female kind, -_ 
Oar. of their wonted Goodneſs thought it meet, | 

- | The Ladies we in Mother-Tongue fhow'd. greet : :. 

* | For firely Cambridge won'd be muck to blame; : / 
| Torlet '*em go no wiſer than they came : 

; | Whom Nature in fo fine a Mould. hath wrought, 
, | So pliant and ſo yielding to be taught ; | 

; | That in one Minute any Man may ſhow, 

; | And teach 'em all their Aged Mothers know. 


| | Yet do whate'er you can, they have an — 

; | For further Knowledge,and ſomedeeper Teaching: 

. Pity ſuch pregnant Parts were not remov'd 

, | To Colleges, and by ſome Helps improv'd. 

| | Bleſs us ! the Age would be extream diſcerning, 
If all the Females too were big with Learning. 
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} "Canal theL &a. rned ? {te vn 
mpg ooeachery il, dry and lean,” 
- With hollow:Eyes; Jong Phiz,- andawither'di skin+, 
Whoſe every Tooth, bur: that:of @olt, .is:gone, | 
Can'be cared by vig'rous:-Twenty One. © 
AndJoy to her bleſt C Conſort, married be, 


. » Ano ZEtatis ſue 63... 


And then-- whave a new.trim'd Lady y poſteddown, 


7 +; To front the Country ;and oblige the 


- Who, tho' a love: to Learning'ſhe nds, 
Yet I ſuſupect; fince here-Vlately _ 


S6me of her well-dreſs'd Am'rous Temple-Friends, 

She followsnot the Goſpel bur the. Law.: ': 

BlefS'd Cambmage! where *tis hard to find a Maid, 

Except in ſome old Reveren'd Doctors Bed ; 

Forthey, good Men, to ſtudy much inclin' d. 

Among the Stars their Nightily-pleaſures find, 

Whilſt they op Vz7go all their hours beſtow, 

The Wite continues Virgin'ſtill b——w. 

Yer our Profeſſors X 

(What pity *tis ſuch Follies ſhou'd miſcarry >. 4 

Wou'd got an A& of Parliament to marry. 

How wou'd you like a Lover, who ſhou'd 

And kiſs, and ſigh and compliment in Greek ? 

From whoſe ſtrong Loins ſhou'd ſpring great Tas 
and S1gma's, 


| Black Princes, and a Noble mw db res, 


